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Preface 


with inuendos, half truths and outright lies, by the liberal press. I feel compelled to 
put together the facts about some of the most important and most publicized events, 
pointing out the source from which they originated. 

Because I did not agree with the manner they chose to take during the transition period 
during this difficult time, they branded me as a racist, criminal, or you name it. 

Being Chief Law Enforcement Officer in the capacity as Sheriff of Lake County, Florida, 
it fell my lot to enforce the laws as they were at the time. I did so without fear or favor to 
anyone. 

I always believed if a law is bad or you happen not to like it, get it changed through the 
courts or legislative bodies, not with violence. We went through this treacherous and 
controversial time with minimal property damage and no bloodshed, as was occurring in 
other places. I met violent protesters head on and stopped them before they got started. 

By so doing I was branded a bigotist and all the other things aforementioned. 

To get the record straight, while I have time left, I feel I should compile this biography for 
my posterity. 

I am proud of the part I played in saving the tax payers untold thousands of dollars in 
property damage and with no bloodshed from many of our citizens, black or white. 

Willis V. MeCall 


T here have been many slanted stories published during my career as Sheriff, filled 
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Willis McCall - 16 Years Old - Cultivating Grove with a Hay Burner 
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Willis MeCall, 

1953 President, 
Florida Sheriffs Assn. 
1958 President 

State Elks Assn. 





Willis MeCall, 
Today at 79 Years Old 
Retired 
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THEN AND NOW... could be the caption for these two pictures. Above is William R. Shipp, 
erandfather of Sheriff Willis V. McCall pictured at the present site of the Eustis State Theatre. 
=hipp has just comein froma successful hunting trip. Below is Sheriff McCall with his horse at 
the same spot in 1952. 
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To Get The Record Straight 


The Autobiography of Willis V. McCall's 
Early Life and Career 

: orn July 21st, 1909, on the east side of Lake 
B Omega diagonally across the lake from 
where I live today. Our homestead was 
about three and one half miles east in a sparsely 
settled wooded area in frontier Lake County, Flor- 
ida. The reason | was born there was that my mother 
thought it practical to go to my grandparents’ house 
at this particular time. There were no hospitals in 
Lake County at that time. As you know, it was then, 
as even now, necessary for a boy child to be in close 
proximity to his mother at the time of birth. 

| grew up in a frontier heart yellow pine house 
with a breezeway between the main part of the house 
and the kitchen. An open well was used to draw 
water for house use. A smokehouse for curing meat, 
a barn and asugar cane mill with ashed covering the 
kettle for cooking syrup from the sugar cane juice. Of 
course, down the trail was the back house; one would 
eall it roughing it today, we called it living. 

I had two hard-working parents, three sisters and 
one brother. One sister and two brothers died before 
[ was born. One brother drowned in the lake near 
where I live today. 

Our parents were Christian people and taught us 
the proper morals of life from an early age. We had 
our usual farm chores to do each day. We walked 
three miles to a one-room, one-teacher school six 
months each year: 1915, 1916 and 1917. This school 
was located in the small community of Senica. Our 
homestead, like others in the area, had no close 
neighbors. The Hull family was the nearest neigh- 
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bors. Lake County, especially this part, was very 
sparsely settled at the time. Aside from the few 
farms, the countryside consisted of smal] sand hills 
interspersed with flat wooded sections, with creeks 
and swampy areas here and there. The highlands 
were coverd with tall long-leaf Virgin Pine trees, 
some Slash Pine in the flat woods and hard woods 
such as cypress, oak, hickory and gum trees in the 
hammock and swampy areas, On the hills you could 
see quite a distance, obstructed occasionally by 
Black Jack Oaks and Hog Palmettos. The Wild Wire 
Grass covered the ground. Once the Wild Wire Grass 
is plowed up, it never comes back. The ground under 
the pine trees would be covered with pine needles. 
The county would rake them up with a hay rake and 
straw the roads with them to make the wagons easier 
to pull. There were three sawmills in the area: Bat- 
tles of Sorrento, Hodges of Umatilla, and Wallings of 
Leesburg that harvested most of the Yellow Pine. 
The Yellow Pine, like the Sawgrass, never came 
back. We only have a second growth of Slash Pine 
now except in a few small isolated spots and few of 
the old Virgin Pines still stand. There were several 
smal! sawmills such as Jack Drawdy, and the Bra- 
ceys and |.B. Coffee that did their part in clearing out 
the Virgin Pine timber. 

In nineteen hundred eighteen my father sold the 
old farm of one hundred twenty acres, consisting ofa 
small orange grove, fields for crops and pasture for 
stock. Cows, hogs, etc. roamed free range and would 
return home at night for feeding. We would pen the 
cows on a patch of ground at night and release them 
in the morning. After a while the ground would 
become fertile from the cow droppings, and dad 





would then plow the lot and plant a garden which 
would flourish from the rich droppings. We had our 
own vegetables, milk and butter, chickens and eggs, 
anda pork now and then, Corn was ground into meal 
and grits. Peas and beans were dried and stored for 
future use. We canned vegetables and fruits and 
picked wild huckleberries and blueberries. Grapes 
and wild plums we used fresh and preserved as jams 
and jellies. 

Wild deer would stalk across our fields and wild 
turkeys would come to our tame turkeys at times. 
Occasionally, a black bear would lurk near. Once a 
bear killed one of our hogs. On twoor three occasions 
a panther passed through. Quail and squirrels were 
plentiful. Wedid not have te wait for hunting season, 
we only hunted when we needed fresh meat. We only 
took what we needed as there were no freezers in 
those days. Fishing was also good in those days 
before the population boom, 

When dad sold the old homestead, he bought 
another one hundred and twenty acres on the east 
end of Lake Umatilla. He continued to farm, deal in 
timber, harvest fruit, ete. He raised, bought and sold 
watermelons. Four years during World War One, he 
raised Sea Island Cotton; three years on the old 
homestead, once later on leased land. Sea Island 
Cotton was a long staple and of very high quality. 
After the war the price dropped out and it was no 
longer profitable. So you see, I had my fling at plow- 
ing, chopping and picking cotton. 

My final school years were in the public schools of 
Umatilla. We later moved back to my grandfather's 
old home place where I was born. This was three 
miles from school, so my father bought me a Model 
“T” Ford. I got five dollars per head each month for 
hauling four of us and seven neighbor children to 
school. Can you imagine eleven children in ONE 
Model “T” Ford? We were crowded, but no one com- 
plained as it was better than walking. There was no 
school bus out our way at that time. We did not know 
what insurance was: fortunately, we had no acci- 
dents. There was very little traffic on the clay and 
partly dirt roads. 

In 1927, my father bought me a small restaurant 
in Umatilla, which | ran a little over a year, then sold 
jt to go on another venture. Three old pals, Ned 
Smith, Gilbert Crow and I, patched up Gilbert's old 
Moon automobile (about a 1920 model) and took off to 
see the country by way of Virginia and to many 


points in the middle west and far west. We would 
work in a place to get enough money to travel on to 
another place. We did such work as: work in restau- 
rants, painting, even dug a ditch once. We worked a 
wheat harvest in Sterling, Colorado, Gilbert got a job 
with the line crew with an electric company in Ster- 
ling, Colorado, and Ned and I were hired as drovers 
in charge of fifteen car loads of hogs for the Sterling 
Stock Market to Los Angeles, California. After 
exploring most of the West, such as crossing San 
Francisco Bay on a ferry before the Golden Gate 
Bridge was built, and seeing the foundation of 
Boulder Dam being poured (later called Hoover 
Dam) and a fling with the sinoritas in old Mexico, we 
figured we had played our part in taming the west 
and returned to Umatilla and settled down. 

I got ajobinacitrus grove with Carol Hipson. The 
grove was just across the lake from where I now live. 
My father had some cows coming fresh so I started 
milking them and peddling the milk around town, 
My father had a contract to harvest fruit for the 
Umatilla Citrus Exchange. I would get up at four 
o'tlock in the morning and go to the farm where the 
cows were kept. This was half way to Eustis on State 
Road #19, I would milk the cows, deliver the milk 
and have the truck parked so the driver could pick it 
up and start hauling fruit at seven o'clock. Then I 
had to walk two and a half miles to work in the grove 
by seven o'clock a.m. I worked until five o'clock p.m., 
then | walked back home to catch the first truck in 
and milked the cows and delivered the milk. After 
that, | had milk bottles and containers to clean for the 
next day. Not too much time to play around. 

There was a pretty little girl (Doris Daley) in 
Umatilla whose father had bought her a new Model 
“A" Ford for Christmas, She felt sorry for me and 
would meet me quite often in the afternoon and give 
me a ride home. To show her how much I appre- 
ciated it, 1] married her October 19, 1930, 

At this writing, we have been married fifty-seven 
years, I have lived with her so long, she seems like 
one of the family. We have three sons, all are married 
and doing well. We have four grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

I finally worked the milk route intoasmall dairy. I 
had twenty-five to thirty cows I was milking and 
delivering the milk to the door steps morning and 
night for 15¢ per quart, The cows were milked by 
hand and | had one helper. I sold the dairy to J.C. and 
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Hershel Powers in nineteen thirty-five. By the way, 
Hershel Powers, with his two sons, still operate itand 
have built it into a sizable dairy. 

I then went to work with the Florida and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture as a fresh fruit and 
vegetable inspector. After nearly ten years with this 
department | decided to run for Sheriff of Lake 
County. I lucked out and was elected for seven terms 
- twenty-eight years as Sheriff of Lake County, 
Florida, 


Here Is Where The Fun Began? 


My first experience was when I disappointed my 
political enemies who had accused me of being tied to 
gambling interests, by destroying eighty-six slot 
machines and putting the main local gambler out of 
business. The Leesburg paper apologized for being 
misied in the first place and congratulated me for a 
job well done. 
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“I've been accused of everything except taking a 
bath and called everything but a child of God.” 


The Wisdom of Willis McCall 


On Blacks: 

‘Just as long as you got a little handful of ‘em together, you gonna 
have a. tittle bolita, a little moonshine, and a whole lot of sex. 
Anybody that don't know that, don't understand em, and that’sall 
there is to it.” 

On Racial Mix: 

“When you got busing all the races for the sake of making a melting 
pot, that’s the most disgraceful and iwn-American Jeng I can think 
of. And it’s nothing in the world that I can see except that it’s 
Communist-inspired propaganda,” 

On Identifying Radical-Militants: 

“You can tell when you see them, talk to them.” 

On Prejudice: 

“No, lm not prejudiced. I’m always open-minded. [| may be preyu- 
diced about some things I know about.” 

On White Supremacy: 

"T don't think there is any question about a tat Ue while roee is a 
superior race to the black race. I believe that’s a proven fact. In 
their native country, they're still eating each other. We dont do 
thet,” 

On Mix: 

“T think: that (the races) should work and live and deal with each 
other .., but I don't think they should be forced to mingle. I dont 
think a social life shouid be forced on anyone, whute or black.” 


On Prisoners: 

‘Til tell you, Thnow afew dirty whites that [wouldnt want te put a 
self-respecting Negro vna. cell with.” 

On The Way One Looks: 

“Now everytime you see a bunch of these jerks that's wanting to 
throw crap tea paper bag at the - they call them - pigs, have long 
hair and shaggy faces, And to me, [just don't understand why you 
wanna go around fuzzy-headed tike that, uf you don't want people 
to think you are one.” 

On JFK: 

“He dilly-dallied around and done nothing but put his little fuzzy- 
headed brother in there as attorney general.” 

On Media: 

“They ll criticize anybody that’s conservative.” 

And More: 

“Well, af you look at developments, inventions, and progress that's 
been made in civilization, ut has been made by white people. It 
hasnt been made by the people in. Africa. If tthadn t of been for the 
little they learned from the white people, they'd stul be using bow 
and arrows,” 

On The Issues: 

“Lats of people dodge the issues and. I just don't dodge issues.” 
On Posture: 

“People have confidence in me. They know where I stand.” 

On Law and Order: 

“l respect law and order and I believe in law and order.” 

On Man’s Best Friend: 

“Thad a dog that died and I've got another one, but he's not as good 
as that dog I once had. The one I've got now would attack just as 
good as the first one but he’s not controllable, I could eontral the 
other one, Leould “sie” hincon you and call him off before he got to 
you.” 

On Warning Suspects Of The Right To Remain 
Silent: 

“sure, f have to use ut, but thats the most ridiwulous thing i the 
world,” 
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On Black and White Prisoners: 

“T treat them exactly the same.” 

of — Word Made Famous by Dick Gregory’s 
OR: 

“T might call someone ‘nigger just as I might call you *Yankee’ or 

me a ‘Cracker’.” 

And More On That Word: 

“T've said it all my life. Fl say at as long as I tive." 

On Discrimination: 

“Well. [ve got a jackass right out there in my pasture beside one of 

the finest horses you ever saw, and I dont mistreat the jackass 

because he's a. jackass,” 

On LBJ: 

“He was a four-flusher. No good at ail. And he's a Democrat.” 

On Hostility: 

“I don't think violence 1s good any way you take ut. I believe in law 

and order.” 

On Settling Matters: 

“‘[ think vou should settle your differences in an orderly American 


fashion in acourtroom... Hven though I don't agree with the courts, 


| abide by them.” 

On Communism: 

“The worst problem we've got.” 

On Demonstrations: 

“Un-American.” 

On Investigations: 

“lve been investigated tn the neighborhood of 4... 40 some times, 
and they never found out anything to convict me on or to even 
charge me with.” 

On A Dog Supposedly Used For Protection: 

“T dont need a dog for protection,” 

More On Facial Hair: 

“T grew along beard one time, when we had a centennial celebra- 
tion, but it was only during a celebration.” 

More on Presidents: 

“We havent had really, but one hatfof a president since Woodrow 
Wilson,” . 

On The National Association For The Advance- 
ment of Colored People: 

“The NAACP and their leaders are no good at all.” 

On Civil Disorder: 

“They know that if they start rioting around here and raising hell 
they unll be met head on. I doen't push easy, Nope. I dont push 
ensy.” ; 

On Fearing The Sheriff: 

“Ask anybody around here if they're afraid of me. That's the most 
ridiculous thing I ever heard of. No one’s afraid of me.” 

On Lake County Blacks: 

“The majority of them, and the better thinking, feel the same way I 
do.” 

On The Line Of Duty: 

“They're not gonna loot buildings and walk out, and if one of them 
men stand there with a qun strapped on him and watches him do 
it, if he does, he may as well mail his equipment back in. I don't 
wanna see him anymore. We're gonna stop it.” 

On Rights and Wrongs: , 
“T'm pot one to question the fact that they (the blacks) should have 
equal rights in the schools and what have you.” 

On Criticism: | 

“lve heen accused of everything except taking a bath and called 
everything but a child of God.” 
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The Axelrod Case 


. ater in nineteen forty-eight, there was a fel- 
low named Eric Axelrod who came into the 
county to organize the orange pickers. He 
told the pickers that two pickers who disobeyed 
union orders and went to work were shot off the trees 
and were ina hospital in Polk County. Naturally they 
were afraid to go to work and had the packing houses 
almost shut down. 

I notified the police departments of the surround- 
ing cities to let me know if Axelrod showed up. Chief 
Shipes of Mount Dora called toadvise me that he was 
there. | asked him to hold him until I could get there - 
whieh he did. I placed Axelrod under arrest for 
intimidating labor which was against the Florida 
law. | hand-cuffed him in front of seventy-five to one 
hundred pickers and advised them that they had no 
need to fear, that if any shooting started, I would be 
in the middle of it. 

Florida had a vagrancy law at that time. I also 
arrested any willful loafers on vagrancy charges. At 
that time we were engaged in the terrible World 
War Two and as our young Americans were being 
drafted into service and facing live bullets for the 
security of our freedom, with no right to strike, I 
could not stand by and see our home front disrupted 
by such radicals as Axelrod. 

Axelrod was operating under the direction of one 
John Lackner of Dade City, Florida, who was 
branded as a hard-core communist that was sent to 
Florida to stir up trouble and distrupt labor in Flor- 
ida citrus workers. We found a card in Axelrod's 
belongings that showed Axelrod’s connection with 
the communist movement. When confronted with it, 
he stated that if he wanted to be acommunist, he had 
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as much right be a communist as I did being a 
democrat. 

After the war was over and peace was declared, I 
no longer arrested anyone for loafing. They could 
stay home and go lacking for the necessities if they so 
desired. | had no qualms with labor as I grew upina 
laboring family in laboring surroundings. My only 
problem was the radical and illegal way it was being 
used by the communist infiltrated groups. So much 
for that !! 

Things were generally routine in the enforcement 
field except for Mable Norris Reece who had bought 
the Mount Dora Topic, the local newspaper. Her 
articles were always pro-communist or definitely 
out in left field with liberalism. She would make 
herself such a nuisance, it was all but impossible to 
carry on an investigation without her butting in and 
interfering. While investigating some people about 
labor trouble, mentioned before, she would follow me 
around and stick her nose in every conversation. On 
one oceasion I got one of my deputies to radio a 
message that a riot was in progress in Mount Dora 
Growers Packing House. Mable Reese jerked her 
head out of the window of my car so quick she puta 
knot on the back of her head. She took off and headed 
for the riot. Only then could I complete my investiga- 
tion, uninterrupted. She made a great big deal of this 
incident; however, she was so radical she was losing 
faith with the public and got nowhere with her 
attacks on enforcement vs. criminals. Many advertis- 
ing customers left her paper. Many of us refused to 
buy goods from anvone who did any advertising with 
the Mount Dora Topic. | got so disgusted with her I 
even checked with my dairyman to see if he bought 


<a 


FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 


IN REPLYING, ADDRESS: 
BUREAU OF OLD-AGE AND SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
SURVIVORS INSURANCE FIELD OFFICE 


Tampa, Florida 
March 18, 1948 


Mr, Bric Axilred 

e/e Mr, John G, Lackner 
109 8, 9th St, 

Dade City, Flerida 


Dear Mr, Axilired: 


Te date we have had ne reply te eur several letters’ regarding 
your wage recerd, 


We sheuld Like te knew the exact time yeu werked fer Elkay 
Cafeteria, amd also the exact address of this cencern, 


Also, we should like to knew if yau werked fer the Times- 
Heralé, Dallas, Texas, vrier te your l&th birthday. 


Unlese we hear from yau within 10 days we shall clese this 
investigation, 


Sincerely yeurs, 
Ye Compe, 


N. F, Conger 
hanaser 
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Send the fi fdisene' Ginrase , ewhfect lo the terms an back Aereaf, which ere hereby agreed to 


The ie a “al falitace 
c-coam. i (Cable. 
eT r lis de- 


; . | NLT = Coble Night Levies 
mmileal shove ne pie- : : tts be eon etn ari bon Ee 
wien the adcde rei. 


Ship Radiogrem 


a ee ea ae = 
The Niling tise rhuwn is Lhe date Une ob telegrams and day letters a STANDARD TIME at point of origin, Time of receipt sb STANDARD TIME at polot of desiicatiua 


apne PD=DADECITY FLO MAR 30 1128A 
SHERIFF WILLIS MCCALL: No. 
=LAKE COUNTY VX= 


SUGGEST YOU IMMEDEATELY STUDY LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES 
CRIMINAL CODE SECTION 20 18 USCA SECTIONS 51 AND 5e ALSO | 
RS SECTION 1979 8 USCA SECTION 43 BEFORE YOU INCUR FURTHER 


LIABILITY WITHIN YOUR JURISDICTION FOR POSSIBLE VIOLATIONS 
OF THESE LAWS BY YOUR OFFICEs 


JOHN G@ LACKNER INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE FTA-CIC. 
=20 18 USCA 51 52 RS 1979 8 USCA As 


WESTERN 
UNION | 


a. 8 WHITE NEWCOM®A CAALTOMN 
PRERIDENT cCHattan oF THE BOARD - binnes eee FRE eo: pace cee i 











John G. Lackner Tavares, Florida. Maroh 20 /9 46 
Streel and No. 
Place Dade City, Florida 
Rebel your messuge, Surcest that you study Farasraph 11 of 
Section 481.99 Laws of Florida 4f you or eny of your repres-utatives 


are the parties attempting to intimidate werters in this County. 


WILLIS V. McCALL 


Sheriff. 
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supplies from anyone who advertised with her. 
Mable Norris Reese finally had to sell her waning 
business and move to another community, and went 
to work for another paper. Heavy drinking and wan- 
ing health forced her to retire. Also, people of that 
community were getting fed up with her radical 
viewpoint on things in general. 


April 21, 1948 
Local 100, FTA-CIO 
Orlando, Florida 


Mr. Robert Taylor 
County Solicitor 
Miami, Florida 


Dear Mr. Taylor: 


In Lake County two weeks ago, Sheriff MeCall decided to take the law into his own hands 
and stop the workers of Lake County from joining the CIO at a time when they were fighting a 
twenty percent wage cut. In violation of the law, he jailed Eric Axelrod and other CIO organiz- 
ers and members for Union activity. He threw up a big “red scare” trying to hide the illegality 
and one-man campaign of intimidation which he was conducting. We are fighting Sheriff 
McCall with planes, people, the national labor movement, through the courts, through the Flor- 
ida labor movement, and before we're through in a lot of other ways we will learn about - in 
order to see that he is defeated in the coming elections. Our Union has gone on record unequiv- 
ocally for the preservation of civil] rights and the Constitution of the United States as being 
absolutely necessary for the existence of organized labor. 

We are fighting every attempt to abridge that right against any individual or organization 
as a threat against our own organized labor movement. We have learned of the recent action 
and jailing directed toward Mrs, Leah Adler Benevosky and, after thorough discussion, feel 
that this is part of the hysteria being whipped up today using communism as the cloak to break 
down civil rights. This was a clear case of standing on the constitutional rights of any individual 
to refuse to testify on the grounds that the testimony might “tend to incriminate the defendant” 
- aright guaranteed by the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

We wish to go on record condemning this action in Dade County and for it to be known 
that we are doing all in our power to fight for the immediate release of Mrs. Benevosky. 


Yours very truly, 
EXECUTIVE BOARD LOCAL 100, FTA-CIO 


C. Walton, Secretary 





_ MIAMI WOMAN FREE 
_ ON $500 APPEAL BOND 


MIAMI. May 4-(AP)- MRS LEAH ADLER B 
* rar sy, BEN : 
MOVSKY was released from Dade County jail today “ 


Judge George E. Holt was 

wii ge court. was ordered lowered yesterday by 
“rs. Benemovsky had been in jai] 181 : 

been sentenced to 90 days. nin Jail 18% days, She had 


By me refusing to place a political ad in the Mount 
Dora Topic, the people of Mount Dora took up a 
collection and paid for several full page political ads 
in the Orlando Sentinel for my election. The busi- 
nessmen on both sides of her paper office were 
among the contributors, 










he original bend of $100,000 set by Circuit Court 
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Excerpt from 
TIMES-UNION NEWS, JACKSONVILLE, 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1954 


Witness at Miami 
Quiz Names 34 
Floridians He 
Knew as Reds 


House Un-American Activities Committee 
Told Group Belonged to Party in 1945-48 
Period; One at Hearing Invokes 
Fifth Amendment 


MIAMI, Nov. 29(AP)- Edwin E, Waller of Naples, who 
said he joined the Communist party in 1945 and broke 
with it in 1948, today gave the House Un-American Activ- 
ities Committee the names of 34 persons in Tampa, Jack- 
sonville and Miami he testified he knew to be party 
members during the period in which he belonged, 







The other persons Waller said he knew atone time to 
be Communists and the identities he gave them 


were: 
John Lachner, then regiona! director of the CIO 
Food and Tobacco Workers Union: 
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The Groveland Rape Case 


ow the big one! In July nineteen hundred 
forty-nine, four negro men raped a white 
| woman in south Lake County. There were 
threats of mob violence. A motorcade of seventy to 
one hundred cars with men armed to the hilt who 
paid a visit tothe Lake County jail. ] met them at the 
door unarmed so as not to agitate them. They 
demanded that I turn the prisoners over tothem. We 
had arrested two and were seeking the others when 
we had time between routine requirements and 
keeping down mob action. Several members of the 
mob were well acquainted with Walter Irvin and 
Samuel Sheppard, the two we had charged. Upon 
learning that the crowd was headed for the jail, I got 
Deputy J.L. Yates and Bill Young to take the two 
men charged and hide ther out in an orange grove. I 
told the crowd the prisoners they were looking: for 
had been transferred to another county for safe keep- 
ing. | had requested permission to take them to the 
state prison at Raiford and was waiting fora reply. I 
did not dare say where they were. I agreed to let the 
victim's father and husband, along with a third 
party selected by them to search the jail to assure 
them that they were not there. After they were con- 
vineed they were not in the Lake County jail, the 
crowd left, They were mostly reasonable men and 
they accepted the fact that it was not practical to let 
the whole crowd in the jail. It later turned out that 
Charles Greenlee, who was in jail at that time 
charged for carrying a concealed weapon, wasone of 
the defendants. The gun Greenlee was carrying was 
the gun used in the crime. The gun belonged to 
Ernest, the fourth culprit we were looking for. 
After the crowd left, I instructed Deputy Yates 
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and Bill Young, a Eustis policeman, to go to my 
house and hide in my basement and wait for me 
there. By the time I got home I had received word it 
was O.K. to take them to Raiford. Yates and Young 
proceeded pronto. It became necessary for me to 
requested Gov, Fuller Warren to send the National 
Guard in to assist me in keeping the peace, as I did 
not have sufficient personnel to cover all points 
necessary. Regardless of what you might have read 
or heard, this was done at my request and no one 
elses. Thanks to me, the Governor responded at once. 

Things got so rough in the next few days I went to 
Groveland and stayed for three days without taking 
my clothes off. I caught.a few cat naps by lying across 
a bed in a downtown hotel a few minutes at a time. 
Before the National Guard arrived, there was a 
group of fellows bent on cleaning out Stucky Still, a 
colored settlement west of Mascotte, the remains of 
an old turpentine still once owned by a man named 
Stucky. As several cars of armed men turned into 
Stucky Still, [turned in behind them. Steve Drawdy 
tried to persude me not to follow, that we might get 
hurt. I stopped the car and told Steve he could get out 
if he wished, but that 1 had no choice. I was duty 
bound to try to stop them. Steve decided to go with 
us. A short distance down the road the truck stopped 
and the men started firing. A few bullets struck a 
house, but most went wild. Fortunately no one was 
hurt. I threw a tear gas bomb into the crowd. They 
loaded up and moved about one hundred yards down 
the road and stopped again. This time I loaded a tear 
gas gun I had with me with a non piercing load and 
fired it at the pick-up truck, It landed right under a 
pick-up load of men. This time they got in their cars 





© me their eyes and drove across Highway 50 
‘own a clay road to get their eyes cleared up. Not 
emer experienced with tear gas, Isat the gun in the 
“sr and followed them down the road without clear- 
me the barrel. We got a slight dose of the tear gas, 
am beleve me, this was no pleasant experience. | 
wc them | could sympathize with their emotions, 
weet that [ had to uphold the law. 

While we were still down the road discussing the 
wepleeations that could result, they agreed to go 
seme A man named Smith, with the Associated 
Press from Atlanta, GA, approached me and asked 
me if | wanted to give him the names now, knowing 
©se danger of doing so while the heat was up to the 
wreaking point, I felt.a little white lie was in order. I 
4 him I did not know their names. One of the 
te lows that heard our conversation moved over into 
tee crowd and asked, “Did you fellows hear what the 
Sheriff just told that busy body so and so?” At this 
sernt, a large burley, outdoors type fellow came up to 
me and asked, “Sheriff, where is thatsoandsoS.0.B. 
that wanted our names? I'l] give him the bla bla bla 
S.0.B. something to remember.” I told him he just 
lef which was a white lie 1 never regretted telling. If 
| nad told him, all hell would have broken loose, and 
welieve you me, the Associated Press gentleman got 
est and I did not see any more of him until the next 
dey. They agreed to go home after they saw I meant 
susiness. They car drove back to Mascotte, a small 
town west of Groveland, where Bay Lake Road 
intersects with Highway 50. Bay Lake lies about ten 
miles south of Mascotte. 

While we were discussing this, I convinced them to 
eo home and they all agreed and were loading up the 
ears. approximately one hundred men, give or takea 
few. At this point the National Guard showed up on 
thescene. This got the crowd all stirred up and I was 
wold the deal was off unless the Boy Scouts left first. 
Semeone went up to Jim Livingston in the National 
(;uard and told him to take his pea shooter and go 
nome. Another remarked, “The damn thing is not 
waded, they are just bluffing.” At this, Livingston 
fired several shots into the ground and asked him if 
that sounded like a Boy Scout with a B.B. gun. This 
got their respect. Still thev refused to go home. At 
this point Jim Herlong, the captain in charge of the 
National Guard and [ went into a huddle and both 
agreed that the best way to cool the hot potato was for 
the National Guard to agree to go home if the trou- 
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blesome group would go home. However, 1 asked 
Captain Herlong if he would go down the road 
towards Leesburg and wait out of sight, so if | needed 
them, they could get back to the scene without too 
much delay. Thanks to Captain Herlong, this he did. 
However, we did not need him anymore that night as 
all was peaceable in that area. Later on, wesaw a big 
fire in the Groveland area. By the time we got there, 
two houses had burned to the ground and were just 
smoldering. These were two houses that were built 
in a white section by aself-ordained colored preacher 
who claimed to be a “seer” and had a crystal ball to 
tell fortunes: This was his main source of income. 
The houses were all gone. No one was around except 
the spectators. Neither I, the Groveland police nor 
the State Fire Marshal’s Office could come up with 
any evidence as to who was responsible for the fires. 
Later the F.B.I. was called in. They also shot a blank; 
however, it was determined that it was arson because 
kerosene residue was found in acan and also in some 
ashes. From that time on, things were quiet and 
peaceful in the small, sleepy town. After midnight I 
went to the hotel in Groveland where I had engaged a 
room and laid down across the bed for a catnap 
before daybreak. I never took my clothes off for three 
days, only took eatnaps when I got a chance. I never 
left the Groveland area during this time. The next 
day there were more grumeglings of trouble brewing. 
At this time, cars with men and guns began to 
appear from other parts of the state. Again, I called 
Governor Warren tosend the National Guard tostay 
until things quieted down. It was too taxing on the 
small unit from Leesburg to watch around the clock, 
He called out two hundred plus troops from the 
Tampa National Guard. They set up camp on the 
school ground and used the school office for 
headquarters. 

When a Sheriff asks for the National Guard, he 
first makes a request to the Governor. If he deems it 
necessary, he will in turn order the Adjuctant Gen- 
eral to send the troops. However, the Sheriff of the 
county involved is commander-in-chief and the 
Guard acts only at the Sheriffs request: unless 
things get out of hand and the Governor has to 
declare marshal law. That did not happen in this 
case, About two days later, I got wind through the 
grapevine that the captain in charge of the Tampa 
unit was trying to get the Governor on the line and 
have him give orders to arrest some of the ones he 


thought to be the ring leaders. His thought was that 
would put the fear of God in their hearts and he could 
take his men home. I proceeded to the school just in 
time to hear the captain ask for the governor. When 
he looked up and saw me coming in the door, he told 
the operator to cancel the call, that he would call 
later. At that point I told him not to cancel the call, to 
go ahead and get the governor on the line, that I 
wanted to talk to him also. The captain very reluc- 
tantly complied with my request. After he got the 
governor, he tried to convince the governor to let him 
proceed with his request. He had only rumors, no 
proof who to arrest. After listening long enough to 
learn for sure what the captain had in mind, Lasked 
for the telephone, which he obliged. | informed the 
governor that we were sitting on a powder keg and 
such a move would certainly set it off, All we needed 
was a little more time for cooling off and we could 
handle things locally. I also requested that the gov- 
ernor relieve me of any responsibility should he see 
fit to follow such a course. Governor Warren told me 
to continue the course I had set up, that he felt I was 
on the right track. I thanked him and gave the phone 
back to the captain and the governor so advised the 
captain. 

Thank God, through the cooperation of Captain 
Herlong of Leesburg, the local police, Florida High- 
way Patrol, and leading citizens of Groveland, we 
were able to get things settled and back to normal 
without one single drop of bloodshed, and with min- 
imal property damage. 

The press criticized Captain Herlong and me, as 
Sheriff, for negotiating like two generals in a war 
negotiating for a peaceful settlement. This I don’t 
deny. Had it been done otherwise, we would, without 
a doubt, have had some bloodshed and property 
damage beyond control. 

After things quieted on the home front, knowing 
that Ernest Thomas, the oldest and leader of the 
gang, had been living in Gainesville, and had a girl- 
friend living up there, it came to my mind that the 
most likely place to start looking would be in Gaines- 
ville. I contacted the sheriff and he informed me that 
Lieutenant Angel with the Gainesville Police De- 
partment was the best informed person in thesection 
of town where they lived. It justso happened that the 
Lieutenant knew Thomas's girlfriend and had seen 
Thomas hanging around there a few times. We pro- 
ceeded to her house and questioned her about Tho- 
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mas, when she last saw him, etc. She replied that she 
had not seen him for a week or ten days. It was 
obvious that she was lying. Later, after we had 
exhausted all other leads, we returned to the girl- 
friend’s house for further questioning. Here] makea 
confession. The only time in the whole investigation 
that I violated the law. I ean tell it now as the statute 
of limitation has run out. The girlfriend was not at 
home. However, I noticed the mailman had been 
there and left a letter. It was sticking half out of the 
box. I looked at the letter that caught my eye. It so 
happened it was not sealed very well and came open 
with very little effort. It was a letter from Ernest 
Thomas telling her where he would be until things 
cooled off. He stated that he would be using an 
assumed name of Willy Green and gave her the 
R.F.D. and box number at Shady Grove. Shady 
Grove being in Taylor County, I went to Perry and 
contacted Sheriff Bill Towle. He discovered that the 
route extended over into Madison County and the 
box number was in-fact in Madison County. We con- 
tacted Simmie Moore, Sheriff of Madison County 
and he met us there in Perry to make plans. Both 
sheriffs cooperated to the fullest. As you know, me 
being from Lake County, I had no jurisdiction except 
both sheriffs deputised me for this specific purpose. 
We decided to wait in an inconspicuous place until 
Thomas was well settled down for the night. Around 
three o'clock in the morning, we moved in. There 
were three tennant houses on this farm and as it was 
night and we had not cased the place as well as we 
would have liked, we went to the place where the 
mailbox was located. It so happened that Thomas 
was In the next house and heard us and gave us the 
slip through a back window and hit the woods. 

Sheriff Towle of Taylor County ordered out his 
dog man with a well trained blood hound. This dog 
was not an attack dog but to only use his nose to track 
down the person being pursued, Knowing where 
Thomas hit the woods Ina very short time we had the 
dog on his trail, The dog handler had a long leather 
strap with a snap to clip in the ring of the dog collar, 
It appeared to be a rein from a buggy harness. We 
stayed on the trail the rest of the night. 

This is farming country with large fields inter- 
spersed with Cypress Ponds. Often, we could see a 
broken twig and when he crossed open fields the 
tracks were very visible. By the middle of the morn- 
ing crowds began to gather to aid in the search, 








several on horseback. Just before noon the trail was 
getting pretty hot. No doubt we were pretty close to 
Thomas. The dog caught the handler by surprise and 
wrked loose from his hand. From that point on, every- 
where we saw the tracks, the dog would be following 
eragging the buggyline behind him. On the second 
csy, Thomas was spotted running across a field 
a>out two hundred yards away. The leader of the 
passe yelled at him to halt. He only got faster. I wish I 
bed a sound movie of the fellows on horseback. Six or 
eight of them spurred their horses riding at full 
speed shooting like you see in a western movie. Now | 
see why in the old western movies there are so many 
ehets fired and no one hit. 

It is almost impossible to draw a bead on a target 
eling a horse at full speed and the target running 
and zig-zagging at the same time. In those days it 
was legal and accepted as proper to shoot a fleeing 
felon if that was necessary to stop him. Let me ask 
you a question, Ifa person commit a hideous crime, is 
an officer whose duty it is to protect people and 
property, suppose to stop him or let him run away to 
commit another crime? 

Thomas was near a thick Cypress Pond and soon 
disappeared, Night was overtaking us at that time. 
However, with relief help and lights, we continued 
the search, Darkness hindered the search considera- 
bly. The relief dog was not as good at tracking asthe 
first one. By the way, the old faithful dog that broke 
away was still on the job dragging the leather strap 
behind him. 

About mid-morning on the third day the posse 
eaught up with him, We had enough men by then. 
We were working in relays, giving us a break now 
and then. However, Thomas had no relief. We had all 
avenues of escape blocked. When he tried to cross a 
road, finding it was guarded, he would turn back. 
Thomas was tired and sat down and leaned up 
against a tree and dosed off tosleep. The swamp was 
very dense at this point. When he was approached he 
raised up with a pistol in his hand. That was all it 
took for the posse to shoot several rounds killing 
Thomas on the spot. I was quite a distance away 
across the swamp. | heard the shots and when I got 
there, it was all over. We never knew if Thomas 
made friends with the dog or if the faithful dog kept 
in pursuit on his own initiative keeping a safe dis- 
tance away. The dog was lying about thirty or forty 
feet behind Thomas coiled up in a sleeping position. 
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One shot hit the dog piercing one ear and passed 
through the skin between the leader and the bone of 
his back leg doing no serious damage to the doz. An 
ambulance was called and Thomas was taken to a 
funeral parlor in Madison where an autopsy was 
performed. 

The next day, Jess Hunter, our states attorney, and 
I drove to Madison. The states attorney there had 
arranged for an inquest. After hearing a long line of 
witnesses, the jury rendered a verdict of justifiable 
homicide, They found the officers acted properly in 
the line of duty. The armed fleeing felon refused to 
surrender so there was no alternative. 

When the remaining three were brought to trial, a 
whole battery of outsiders came in. Several lawyers 
from out-of-state, Civil Liberties Union, N.A.A.C.P., 
you name it. This complicated things greatly. They 
were here for what they called, “To see that justice 
was done”, Instead, with their meddling, they created 
more unrest than they did good. A colored 
N.A.A.C.P. lawyer from New York claimed a car 
load of white men chased his car several mileson the 
road to Orlando, where he was staying. They real- 
ized they were meddling where they had no business. 
Naturally, being in astrange place they were in fear 
of danger coming their way, They demanded that I 
furnish police protection, in fact, bodyguards around 
the clock. I explained to them that with my limited 
manpower, I had my hands full with proper law 
enforcement and protection as was my sworn duty to 
do. | informed them that no one had invited them to 
Florida, They were not needed here and were only 
making things more complicated. I did not have 
sufficient personnel to furnish bodyguards for do- 
gooder curiosity seekers and meddlers from out-of- 
state. I suggested they return home or where they 
could feel safe, that we could handle things here in a 
orderly and legal manner without the interference 
and confusion they were causing. Surely you know 
the radical groups and liberal press ridiculed me to 
no end for the stand I took. 

The evidence was over-whelming, all three con- 
fessed. The two older ones later claimed they had 
been beaten into confession. However, the younger 
one stuck by his story that the older ones had influ- 
enced him, against his better judgement, to take part 
in the crime. In fact, it was due to his pleas that they 
spared the victim's life. Greenlee helped us close the 
ease, The older two, Walter Irvin and Samuel Shep- 





pard, were convicted and sentenced to death in Flor- 
ida’s electric chair. After several appeals by Shep- 
pard and Irvin, the Supreme Court reversed their 
sentence on grounds that there were no blacks on the 
jury. Greenlee did not appeal. He felt lucky to have 
escaped the death penalty. Rather than taking a 
chance of not being so lucky on a second conviction, 
he let asleeping dog lie. They took no more action on 
his part. I have a recording of Greenlee’s confession, 
in detail, under no duress. 

Deputy Yates and I went to Raiford to return the 
prisoners to Lake County for retrial. Yates left his 
car in Wiersdale and rode to Raiford with me. We 
went unannounced as we wanted to avoid any possi- 
ble trouble. It had been rumored that a group of 
disturbed citizens was bent on taking them from us 
if they could learn when we were going after them. It 
was dark when we arrived back in Wiersdale. Yates 
got in his car and led the way a couple of miles ahead 
of me. In ease he spotted anything that looked like 
trouble, he could radio me and I| could take a side 
road and hide until sufficient help could come and 
escort us safely to the Lake County jail. Unfortu- 
nately, | had a flat tire in the outskirts of Umatilla. 
The prisoners, while on a desolate road through the 
Ocala National Forrest, had requested several times 
that I stop and let them relieve themselves. I 
informed them that we were only ten or fifteen min- 
utes from the jail and I did not want to take any 
unnecessary chances for their safety. When I got out 
tocheck the tire, Sheppard told me that if I did not let 
them out and get it over with, they would urinate in 
the car, At this time, I opened the door and said 
“O,K., get out and get it over with. I am tired of 
hearing about it”. As they got out, Sheppard hit me 
with a flashlight that was laving on the seat. He told 
Irvin to get my gun - the lick had knocked me dowr 
on one knee against the car. That is when | grabbed 
my gun, a thirty-eight S & W special. 1 started firing 
and did not stop until I heard the plunger hitting 
empty shells. This was done in such rapid succession, 
I did not realize how many times | had fired. 

l immediately radioed Deputy Yates who was in 
the heart of Umatilla at that time, about one and a 
half or two miles ahead of me. I told him what had 
happened and requested him to go to Spence 
Rynearson’s service station and explain te him the 
predicament I was in, and that it was an emergency 
and to get there as soon as possible. I then called the 


jail and requested they call Dr. Douglas in Umatilla 
as [ realized Irvin was still alive. I also requested an 
ambulance. Dr. Douglas was not available. They left 
word for him to get in touch as soon as possible, that it 
was an emergency. I then requested Dr. Williams of 
Eustis. He also was not available. I then requested 
Dr. Tyre of Eustis who was soon on his way. As the 
others got the word, they came and I don’t recall who 
got there first, but they all three got there within a 
few minutes. l also requested the jailer to notify the 
state’s attorney and Judge Hall who was also county 
coroner. They arrived about the time the ambulance 
did. lalsoasked Deputy Yates to get some people out 
there as | needed some witnesses before they were 
moved. 

They were not shackled; they were handcuffed 
together with two free hands. Had my large Stetson 
hat not protected my head from the blow, in all 
probability, | would have been knocked out and they 
would have finished me off, took my car and left me 
there dead. Irvin admitted they had tried to escape 
and I was attacked in the process. But the next day, 
after talking to several N.A.A,.C.P. people, he 
changed his story. This was after talking to Walter 
Perkins, their lawyer from Orlando, who was later 
indicted by an Orlando Grand Jury for having a 
witness lie to the court. There was a whole battery of 
F.B.I. agents all over the place, about thirty, give or 
take two or three. I gave them and and ordered my 
department to give them full cooperation. Several 
F.B.I. agents took statements from Irvin but none 
jibed as he could not get his stories straight. Irvin 
told the F.B.I. that I shot them and Yates also shot 
them. I had already told them that Yates did not 
shoot them. What Irvin didn’t think about or proba- 
bly did not know was that the City Council was ina 
meeting at the City Hall just across from Spence 
Hynerson’s service station. Yates went there and told 
John Trowell, Chief of Police in Umatilla, who in 
turn announced to the City Council what had taken 
place. They immediately closed the meeting and all 
came out with several spectators along with Marie 
Bowles, a correspondent from two Lake County pa- 
pers. After Yates advised me he was on the way with 
some help, I thought of an old friend of long standing, 
who lived a few hundred yards down the road from 
where I had my trouble. lasked Yates tostop by Paul 
Bryan's house on the way back out. Paul was a man 
well respected in the community, in fact, he had been 





chairman of the Lake County School Board for sey- 
eral years and was still on the board at the time. Itso 
mappened that the Umatilla Kiwanis Club’s Board of 
Directors were meeting at Bryan's home at the time. 
They also broke up the meeting and came out. While 
Yates was at Bryan’s house, the entire City Council, 
along with several spectators, including the city 
police and the news correspondent, aforementioned, 
was there before Yates got there. This blew Irivn’s 
eaim wide open that Yates had shot him, saying that 
ome is not dead. 

The F.B.1., along with the pathologist and the 
Geetors, recovered all the bullets. It was proven by 
expert classification that all six bullets came from 
my gun. As Dr. Williams was feeling Irvin's pulse, 
he noticed a wad of hair had been pulled out, He put 
it in an envelope and handed it to the coroner. | was 
ordered by the doctor to spend the night in the hospi- 
tal for observation for a possible concussion. I did not 
think it was necessary; however, I took the doctor’s 
advice. | was released the next day. The blow to the 
left side of my head broke my glasses; besides, the 
knoton my head was thesize ofa hen’s egg. IJ also had 
a small gash on my cheek causing a little blood to 
trickle down my face and shirt. The next day the 
F.B.1. came by my house. They requested my gun, 
the clothes I was wearing at the time of the shooting 
and took samples of my hair. My little son Donnie 
asked me “Daddy, why did you let those men pull out 
some of your hair?” That was some of the many 
questions he put to me in the days following. The 
F.B.1. not only found the bullets came from my gun, 
they also found material from my Stetson hat under 
the screw cap of the flash light. The hair Dr. Willi- 
ams removed from Irvin’s hand matched the hair 
from my head. There was lint from my jacket 
meshed in the prisoner’s jacket and lint from the 
prisoner's jacket meshed in my jacket. I cooperated 
one hundred percent with the F.B.I. investigation as 
did deputy Yates and others. 
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When I was told about the lint in our jackets, I 
remarked that it was feasible as we were tied in a 
knot at the time. I hope you fellows don’t think I was 
hugging them because | loved them. Irvin also stated 
that I was eight or ten feet away when I shot them. 
The ballistics test showed that I was from six inches 
to direct contact with the muzzle of my gun when the 
shots were fired. 

There was also a witness sitting on the balcony of a 
hotel directly across the street from Spence Ryner- 
son's service station thatsaw Yates pullin ina hurry 
and leave in a hurry. This was when he pulled in to 
tell Spence I needed help. The witness said he saw 
Yates go about a block and suddenly stop, spin 
around and go back to City Hall, run in and run out 
and suddenly spin off again. He observed the crowd 
leave the City Hall and follow him. This is when I 
told Yates to get as many witnesses as possible. I 
needed someone to see the circumstances, I felt rea- 
sonably sure there would be some criticism, but I 
never realized that the radical liberals and racists 
would go as far with accusations and inuendos as 
they did. It was fortunate for me thatall the people in 
the City Hall passed Yates while he was at Paul 
Bryan’s house where the Kiwanis Club Directors 
were meeting and got to the scene before Yates did. 

Mr. Webb Burk, the F.B.I. agent in charge of the 
little army that combed the area, searched so tho- 
roughly that if a single leaf was left unturned, I 
didn’t know about it. Agent Webb Burk was later 
transferred to Little Rock, Arkansas. It was in Okla- 
homa where he headed the investigation of an air- 
plane accident that killed a great number of people. 
His findings there were that a young man whose 
mother was on board the plane had planted a bomb 
in his mother’s luggage to collect a sizeable life insu- 
rance policy on his mother in his favor. The son was 
later convicted for murder for this act. 


“’d Rather Be Criticized Than Dead”’ 

















BLOODY AND TORN - Sheriff Willis V. McCall of 
Lake County is shown here immediately after he 
killed Samuel Shepherd and critically wounded 
Walter Lee Irvin, Negroes, whom he said attacked 
him while he was bringing them to Tavares for a 
hearing prior to their re-trial on charges of rape. 
This photo was taken by Mrs. Marie Bolles, editor of 
The Eustis Lake Region News, at the scene of the 
shooting. Mrs. Bolles, who was at her Umatilla home 
Tuesday night, was summoned to the scene be a 
friend, Martin Strickland, who came to her house. 
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NEGRO SUSPECTS SHOT - Samuel Schon (left) and Walter Lee Irvin, who were charged with 
rape, are shown by a Umatilla roadside after they were shot by Sheriff Willis V. McCall who said the 
men attacked him when he stopped his car while returning them from Raiford for a hearing. Irvinis 
expected to live. (Photo by Mrs. Marie Bolles, editor of The Eustis Lake Region News) 
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SHERIFF IN HOSPITAL - Lake County 
Sheriff Willis V. McCall, who shot two 
Negro prisoners Tuesday night when he 
said they tried to escape, is shown above in 
his bed at the Waterman Memorial Hospi- 
tal, Eustis, where he is under treatment 
for a cut head and shock. With him are 
Mrs. McCall and their two sons, Malcolm 
(standing) and Donnie. (Photo by R.G. 
Teese) 


GLARD OFFICERS CONFER WITH 
SHERIFF - Sheriff Willis McCall confers 
with Lt. Bill Girtman (at left) and Lt. 
James Herlong of the Leesburg National 
(uard until after their troops arrive in 
Groveland to prevent threatened racial 
disorder following the rape of a young 
married woman by four Negroes. 
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GROVELAND, Fla,, July 19, 
— (UP) — National Guard 
troops today were orilered to 
march back into Groveland to- 
night to protect the Negro po- 
pulation, terrified by roving 
mobs that have burned threes 
of their houses. 


GROVELAND, Fla. July 
19.—(AP)— A mob of armed 
white men burned down 
three Negro homes last night 
in an outbreak of racial viol- 
ence that terrorized this cen- 
tral Florida farming section. 

Feeling had been running high 
since Saturday when two 
Negroes were arrested on char- 
ges of raping a 17-year-old 
white woman and beating her 
husband. A third Negro Was ar- 
rested Sunday and a fourth is be- 
ing sought, 

As far as could be determined, 
no one was in the buildings 
when the angry band set flre 
to them. Their occupants had 
moved out before nightfall. 

Earlier, Lake County Sheriff 
W. V. McCall hurled a tear gas 
bamb into the midst of a heavily 
armed mob of about 50 men 
who rode through Stuckey's 
Still, a Negro community about 
five miles West of Groveland, 
firing shotguns and pistols. 

The three Negrose under ar- 

The three Negroes under ar- 
rape, kidnapping and causing 
podily harm in connection with 
the Saturday offense, MeCall 
said they have admitted the 
crimes. . 

He listed the prisoners as 
Charlie Greenlee, Samuel Shep- 
herd and Walter Irvin, all about 
90. McCall said they admitted 
they beat and robbed Will Pad- 
gett of Groveland, then kidnap- 
ned and raped his wife early last 
Saturday. 
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term ag sheriff naa te hishis 
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National Guardsmen, called 
out by Sheriff McCall for the 
second night in a row, last night 
ringed the Negro section here 
some distance from the flam. 
ing structures. There were 35 in 
the detachment which came here 
from Leesburg, 

A crowd of 150 to 290 men con- 
pregated at Mascott, between 
Groveland and Stuckey's Still, 
following the shooting there but 
they caused no trouble. They 
told officers there would be no 
violence if the officers left. 

The mob at Stuckey's Still dis- 
persed after the gas was thrown 
by the sheriff. He followed them 
to a country road where he talk- 
ed them into disbanding, 
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300 GUARDSMEN 
ARMED T0 QUIET 
RIOT-TORN TOWN 


Mob, Enraged After 
Kidnap-Rape, Burns 


Homes of Negroes 


Groveland, Fia., July 19 (%,— 
Nearly 300 fully srmed National 
Guard troops moved in tonight as 
mew outbreaks threatened from a 
white mob which has terrorized 
Negroes by home burnings and 
shooting forays. 

Armed with carbines and pis- 
tols, the troops gave this tin 
sawmill town the aspect of 
military base. The community 
has been embattled since Satu 
day when four young Negroes a 
legedly beat and robbed a whi 
man and raped his 17-yearo 


A grave City Council early to- 
Sight authorized a curfew but It 
remained uninvoked as the night 
wore on and the silent knots of men 
who had gathered in doorwayr and 
@n street corners began drifting 
bomeward. 

The only thing to disturb the 
night's quiet was the abrupt dis- 
charge of two shols near Stuckey’s 
Sul), Negro community about five 
miles west of Groveland and scene 
of the firat mob violence last night. 

The shota were fired, an {nvesti- 
gation showed, by an unidentified 
National Guardsman, The Guards- 
man sald he was proving to a 
skeptical citizen that the troops 
meant business; that Is, they were 
nol carrffig empty rifles. 

Tear Gas Used On Crowd 

Lasg night's disturbance mounted 
when Bheriff McCall hurled a tear 
gus boihb Into the midst of a heav- 
ly- crowd of white men as 
they rode through Stuckey's Still. 
The aheriff followed them to a 
country rond where he tallied them 
\nto dlabanding, 

A short while later, a mob of 
armed mes awept Into a Negro sec- 
tor two miles west of here and 
burned down three houses, 

Along Groveland'’s one business 
atreet things were quiet during th 
day, In nearby fields, a numbe 
of Negro farm workers were re- 
ported absent. Atilhorities ‘sald 
they apparently were waiting “un- 
tii al! the shooting’s aver” 


Troops On Duty 
In Lake County 


BULLETIN 


TAVARES—(?—Florida National Guard troops last night 
jolned an augmented staff of state highway patrolmen and 
local officers Im patrolling this Central Florida area where an 
armed mob tried to take tivo Negroes out of Jail. 

It is merely a precautionary measure, sald Col, Ralph W. 
Cooper at St. Augusting headquarters of the guard. Only 650 
‘Troops have gone on duty, he sald, and ‘“‘we hope that’s all we 


will need." 


Gov. Fuller Warren ordered the troops on duty, Cooper 
sald, at the request of Sheriff W. V, McCall. The sheriff sald he 
wanted them more or less for the psychological effect, Cooper 


reported, 


Compiled from UP, AP and Times Reports 


TAVARES—A prepared and fast-talking sheriff early 
Sunday morning calmed and dispersed a mob of more than 
100 “heavily armed” men who gathered in front of the jail 
here demanding two Negroes held for robbing a white 
man and kidnaping and assaulting his young wife. 

Lake County Sheriff Willis V, McCall already had pre« 


More Trouble Expected 

Gov, Fuller Warron 3 ordered 
troops here tonight when law en- 
forcement officers expressed the 
peur a new flareup was in the mak- 
re. 

Three Negro suspectaein (he rob- 
bery and rape have ronfer<ed, anid 
Sheriff W. Vo McCall. They are 
In an undisclosed jall, A fourths 
ln being hunted. 

The accused men are Charlie 
Greenlee. Samuel Shepherd and 
Walter Irvin, all about 20. 

The outbreak began Saturday 
night when a crowd of 100 while 
men gathered at the Lake county 
courthouse at Tavares, aeeking two 
of the Negro suapecta, They had 
been moved to another fail, how- 
ever. 

The guard was called out for the 
first time Sunday night when Ku 
Klux Klan pamphlets were tossed 
from a convoy of about 75 auth. 

The incidents were touched off by 
the robbery and kidnap asequll 
soon after midnight Saturday on a 
deserted road near here, Sheriff 
McCall gave this account: 

Willle Padgett of Groveland and 
his wife were stalled by auto trou- 
ble, Four Negroes In a new model 
ear stopped and offered assistance. 
Then, withoul warning, they hit 
Padgett over the head, robbed him 
and drove off with hia wife. 

Several hours later, Mre. Padgett 
was found In wo hysterical condition 
along the roadside. 
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pac for the eventuallly of mob 
actlon by moving the Negros to 
another undisclosed prison lor 
safekeeping. The mob which 
was “armed to the gills’ left 
peacefully after McCall proved 
the Negroes were not here. but 
ifs members returned to nearby 
Groveland where (hey roamed 
through three Negro sections 
firing guns and shouting threats. 

There were no injuries or vio- 
lence In Groveland, however, 
since most of that city's Ne- 
gro residents had fled when they 
learned the mob was appreach- 
ing. Many were taken away In 
trucks by what McCall termed 
“responsible white citizens" 
who wanted to avoid violence, 

Tension had eased in Grove- 
jand yesterday, but the Negro 
secllions Were being guarded by 
police, 


Sherlff McCall Is a strapping 
6 foot 2 fellow who wears uo 
alx . gallon hat and pulls no 
punches, He is in his second 
term as sheriff and ts highly 
regarded by fellow officers of 
the law, 


McCal) pacified the mob which 
converged on the square of this 
small central Florida town by 





Sheriff Keeps | so:e*-"— 


(Editorial) 
Lake County's Sheriff Wil. hour with the mob, “Ley 
lis McCall proved himself a ce be done.” ™ 
i eredl¢ to Florida law enfores- The sherltf ts right tn or- 
) 2 ment yesterday when he sat gulng for an orderly and ie- 
i Bea , down on the jall steps at Ta- gel trial for bis saspecis, If 
vares and out talked ge mob of they are the guiliy mon, then 
100 armed men. they deserve the full penalty 
This mob was inflamed ever of the Inw and will geé ft, 
| m dentestable crime and was If they are innocent, then 
| hell-bent, as al] mobs are, te should go free, What the 
| Gi | spill some blood and further wanted to de was punish them 
add to the Inwicssness that al- without a 


! trial to determine 
+ nicht| ready had disturbed the littie fairly their gutlt or innocence. 
Fuller Warren last night} , Sherif McCall has set as 
ROVELAND—(UP)—Gov. Fuller 1 si “Let the jaw handle ¢his example an 

need 50 National Guardsmen into this small samige se caso. calmly,” advised the blow for law and order in 
Fl rida town after an angry mob spread terror geist Ku eae ——— 
Kenta section early Sunday morning and a group © | 
Klux Klansmen drove through yesterday. 3 Into the 
The guardsmen, fully armed, were . og McCall, 

town at the request of Lake County Sheriff W. Vv. 


who acted on appeal from @ 

" committee, 
bars of the 490 Negro ae 
dents here had fled last ent 
after a mob of 100 ae Md 
armed” men drove through se 
sections of town shouting pai 5 5 b 
and firing guns. The demons # REEL, 
tion came after the mob ha | | 
first gone to nearby Se big | 
and demanded that Sher 
McCall turn over two Negroes 
fram the county jail who nhc 
being held for robbing a an 
man and haar and assault- 

oung wite. 

is Sere oats hearing oe ; 
County tags drove through mibt | 
land late Sunday distribu Ing | 
leaflets einer Bee oe! Mos 

nm vi 18 : 
iulished. by “the Associated 
Klans of Georgia’ and consiste 


| 








es ratale 





\ 

ethene cars contained four “ 
men each, all unhooded. Ate 
other automobiles bearing Po 7 
County tags stopped eight mes a a 
south of here near Clermont’. é . ae 

Sheriff MeCall Seis Lae «fe E21. | 

1 the guardsmen, * 
he expected further dleorder, but COMMENDED BY A FEDERAL GRAND 
for “psychological re guards: JURY for his handling of the case, Lake County 
tren were from the Leesburg Sheriff Willis V. McCall is shown above in his 
company and 20 from ag Eustis home with his family after hearing the 
company, both nearby towns. 


verdict of the jury summoned to probe alleged 
prejudices in the apprehension and trial of four 
Negroes accused of attacking a white woman 
last Summer. Shown with the Sheriff are his 
wife (left) and his older son, Malcolm (right) with 
Donnie sitting on his knee, 
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Press, Radio Criticized 
at Sheriff Meet 


Leader of National Body Hits 
‘Persecution’ of Enforcement Group 


DAYTONA cers Jan. 16 (AP) — Florida's press, radio and 
eagtatines were lambsted today before the Florida Sheriff's mid-winter 
~e 

Oberle Hahn Jr. executive pmege ae the National Sheriffs Associ- 
==em, aid he waa concerned about “persecution” of law enforcement 
afSieers weer the country but he also criticized the newspapers and radio 
we 6¢ Cireult Court Judge Herbert Frederick, Daytona Beach. 

rederick mentioned “the dastardly things being said about Florida 
© Ge pres and magazines. | would be the last one to put a |imitation 
seen freedom of speech or the press but it can be carried to extremes.” 
Se 2d not elaborate. 

Sahn, who has officers in Washington, D.C., was more specific. His 
prime example was the Groveland rape case of severa] years ago when 
‘oor Negroes were charged with attacking a young farm wife. 

Ome was killed by a posse, three convicted, One of the three was 
wemteneed to life because he was only 16 at the time. The other two 
epownled their death sentences and the U.S. Supreme Court ordered a 
eral. presumably because no Negroes were on the trial jury. 

Guard Summoned 


Jest after the original arrests, Sheriff Willis McCall of Lake County 
wel the Negroes in his home and saved them from mob action. Roving 
eet pders, however, rode the area burning several Negro homes and 
Secestitating calling out the National Guard to restore order. 

The remaining two Negroes were being taken from state's prison to 
Tiewares last November for a hearing in connection with their retrial 
when Sheriff McCall shot one to death and wounded another. 

Se said they attempted to escape; the survivor said he shot deliber- 
ety. A coroner's jury exonerated McCall. 

Saha pointed cut to the sheriff's association that the sheriff had saved 
Se Negroes once and added, regarding the shooting, “had the sheriff 
teen tilled he would have been a dead hero.” 

Mahe criticized the press for quoting Walter White, executive secre- 
wry of the National Association for Advancement of Colored People. 
Whete had criticized law enforcement agencies in the area for their 
saneling of the case. 


State or U.S. Government 
Must Decide Lake Question 


Sheriff Reports Two Negroes Shot While Attempting 
Escape; Survivor Claims Attack Unprovoked 


EUSTIS, Nov. 9 (AP) — The State of Florida-or the Federal 
gerernment-will have to decide whether conviets Walter Irvin and 
Seemee! Shepherd were shot in cold blood. 

Sheriff Willis MeCall says he killed Shepherd and wounded Irvin, 
woth 2+-year-old negroes, when they attacked him and tried to escape. 

Irvin said the shooting was unprovoked. He said that after McCall shot 
Seem Deputy Sheriff James L. Yates arrived on the scene at a lonely 
— eS and, seeing Irvin was stil) alive, said: 

Irvin said the deputy snapped his pistol twice, examined it in the 
tenclights of the car, and then: | 

“He fired and the bullet came through here (pointing to his neck). I 
Seren to bleed. I tried to keep them from knowing | wasn't dead.” 

County Jodge and Coroner W. Troy Hall, Jr.. said he would hold an 
eqeest at 10 A.M. Saturday into the death of Shepherd. he was advised 
ty @ttendants at Waterman Memorial Hospital where Irvin is confined 
tet the negro’s condition is sufficiently improved to permit him to 


cmify. 

MeCa!! made his statement through Hall from a hospital bed shortly 
afer the shooting. His phygician had ordered him there temporarily 
seesuse of shock and a heart condition. But he borea cut over one eye. He 
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said one of the prisoners hit him with his flashlight 

Irvin gave his sworn statement in a hospital to newsmen and to JJ. 
Elliott, special investigator for Governor Warren. 

Also investigating is the Department of Justice - but whether it has 
gathered evidence one way or the other to show any civil rights wolation 
has not been announced. 

In New York the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People wired Governor Warren urging him to remove Sheriff 
McCall and Deputy Yates and bring charges of murder and attempted 
murder against them. The wire also asked that Irvin be placed in 
protective custody of officers designated by the Governor. 

Governor Warren could not be reached tonight for comment. After 
conferring with Sheriff MeCal) in a Jacksonville hotel room last night. 
the Governor declined comment, So did McCall. 

A Lake County grand jury session has been called for Monday to probe 
the shooting which took place as the two negroes were being taken to 
nearby Tavares from the Florida State Prison Farm at Raiford for 4 
hearing in connection with a re-trial directed by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

The court set aside their convictions of criminally attacking a young 
farm wife in 1949 on grounds negroes were excluded from the trial jury, 

Two other negroes were involved; Ernest Thomas, killed by a posse in 
West Florida, and Charles Greenlee, then 16, who was convicted along 
with Shepherd and Irvin but given life imprisonment because of his age. 

As a result of the attack, night riding disturbances broke out in this 
Central Florida area and several negro homes were burned. The 
National Guard had to be called out to restore order. 

Sheriff MeCall, who persuaded a mob not to lynch the negroes when 
they were jailed shortly after the attack. gave this account: 

Deputy Sheriff Yates was preceding him in his own car. McCall had 
the two prisoners handcuffed and in the same seat with him. 

A nail punctured a front tire. The sheriff radioed Yates to return and 
when the sheriff got out to fix it, Irvin asked to get out to relieve himself. 
Shepherd snatched up the Mashlight and hit the sheriff. then grappled 
him to the ground. 

MeCall said he got a hand free and shot both three times. 

On the other hand, Irvin's story was like this: 

McCall began to wiggle the steering wheel and said something was 


wrong with a tire. He did this twice. 

The second time “he came around to the side where Shepherd was 
sitting (Irvin was between the two) and say ‘you — —— get out. I got to 
get this tire.’ 


“| haven't seen the tire but we got.out. I don’t know how quickly he shot 
him but he shot him right quick and then he shot me right quick.” 

Yates came up and McCall said: 

“Those —— — tried to jump me and | done a real srood job of it” 

Yates shined a flashlight In Irvin's face and said “that — — — is not 
dead; Let’s kill him. Let’s kill him.” | | 

Yates snapped his pistol twice, examined it in the headlight of the car, 
then came back and shot him through the neck. 

“I managed to pull through okay cause I did not say anything and did 
not let him know that I was not dead.” 

Today, Mrs. Marie Bolles, editer of the Eustis Lake Region weekly 
newspaper, quoted MeCal| as telling her: “It’s just one of those things. I'm 


sorry it happened.” 
And Sheriff 


Lake Coun 
* , : 
Vindica By Grand Jury 
By ORMUND PO Staff Correspondent 

TAVARES (Special) Lake County, the victim of slurs and insinua- 
tions by the nation’s radical press because of the criminal attack of a 
17-year-old white bride by four Negroes last July 17, felt vindicated 
yesterday by a Federal Grand Jury in Ocala. 

The Grand Jury stated: 

“We find and report no true bill,” it declared and added the opinion 
that Sheriff MeCa!| deserved the highest praise for protecting and 
aaving the Negroes. 
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DEAR SIR, THE SUNDAY SCHOOL AND B.T.U, CONVENTION OF TIE EAS 
COAST BAPTIST ASSOCIATION ASSEMBLED Il) DAYTONA BEACH FLOKIDA. 
WISHES TO COMMEND YOU FOR YOUR STAND IN UPHOLDING THE LAw Ail) 
PROTECTING THE LIVES OF FUUK NEGROES FROM MOB VIOLENCE Hi Yo 
COUNTY» THUS GUARANTEEING THEM A FAIK TRIAL BY DUE PROCESS 0, 
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Complied from UP, AP and 
Times Reports. 


For Rioters 


1SESBURG — Lake County 
ceerift Willis V. McCal! promised 
weecsday the Lake sheriff's de 
sarrment will take care of any : 
“eters in Vhis county: “We'll have SOR Oy tas Negros to 
te (ing stopped when the gover- | 
ser gets here with the national 





safekeeping, The mob which |¢, 
waa “armed to the gills” left (tacked him and’ his wife as they 
peacefully after McCall were returning from Leesburg 


guard. 

Sheriff McCall and Leesburg 
Police Chief Bill Fisher, guest 
speakers at @ meeting of te 
seesburg Republican Women's 
Club, agree it is becoming more 
aificult to gather evidence against 


the Negroen were nat h proved jig thelr home 
: | vot here, but me in Grovelan 
be members returned to nearby He sald his car ee a . 
ee eland where th © y roamed gine trouble and that the Ne- 
pay lath AB i aewtlong (atoes drove up in ® late model 
Sh Hea red shouting threate,|2uomoniie end offered assiee 
There were no Injuries or vio- rae 
jence In Groveland, however ae .wae oe his engine 
since most of that city’s 400 Ne- and was struck from behind and 
hie wallet taken. The 


gro residents had fled when they |farcea his 17-year-old wite into 






aoce charged with crimes because 


| pee as trucks by what McCall | '|away, She later was found 
of laws that seem 0 provide more responsible white citizens” ing in a dazed condition ons 
protection for the criminal than who wanted to avold violence. the Okehumpka road. 


the citizen. 


McCALL URGED that “every 


woman ought to have a pistol and term ae sheriff and fe highly His wife was taken to & 


: learn how to use iv" for | regarded by fellow Lacsburg hosplial where 
non Me ita i. lee raped BY 
richer, commenting on alcohol ECan pacitios the ery tote] Oe tthe tar Negros a0 
and the juvenile, pointed out that it cone Raat Fores some by) Be eee she pleaded with 
is the responsibility of parents (0 by proving the two oe Ae os ome : — kill her, 
put a stop 0 juvenile drinking. 1¢ come were no jonger in the ja! Piao wet Shepherd had 
must be stopped by proper training ae itae Sy inviting airy hms after serving ® Se ceceaaen 
| for assault in a penitent! 


at home, Fisher said. ton’ that included the assaulted 

The Lake County sheriff told 
Republican women they have a 
right to shoot an individual preak- 
ing in their home whether of not 










that person is inside their home or the laws of Wiorida and the [of ee g to the father 
putside a window or door. —_— Sesame and to protect aren of the Mwo arrested Ne- 
“yOU HAVE that right under the mob. "This is = cructal Pov eae eens wee oot Grove 
constitution,” he declared. -eteeghn oould caure 8 cos |place, He sald a “ire nese 
McCall also called for more Let's te eae Gs tion showed that an Wha aclie 
pressure to be brought “on the calmly.” Blue Moon Cale which . oe 
powers that be" to have laws sLatiats Gane’ the crowd ate etee eee eee 


7 ‘ ting on the stepa of the lof one of the hearse 
ep ' ; t) ‘ sus 
passed ‘that are protective to Us. house. Local otticers Be ingens youths, pected Negro 
carloads of highway patrolmen, From Groveland, the mob 
who had been called when Me: drove to Bay Lake where the 
Call was Upped earlier of the Shepherd boy's father lives, They 
mob's approach, stood nelow [red Into his house, but no one 
: wee home, They had been 


enforcement on the U.S. Supreme 
Court. McCall said, if the people 
had the opportunity [0 vote that va 
supreme Court justices be elected Bh Mpeg eed BA 
instead of appointed, that would of the mob and that ther 
solve our problems.” 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Post Office Box 157 
Biscayne Annex 
Miami 52, Florida 
January 22, 1954 


Mr, Willis V¥V, McCall 
Sheriff, Lake County 
Tavares, Florida 


Dear Willis: 


After six and one-half years I have received 
a transfer to the Little Rock Office in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. I did not, under any circumstances, want to 
depart from this fine territory without saying goodoye. 


While our associations have been under most 
difficult circumstances I want to say that such associa- 
tions were most pleasant and I take this OP HOrCUn. Fy to 
let you know it. I value your friendship most highly 
and should you ever be passing through Little Rock I 
shall certainly expect you to drop in to see me. 

with kind personal regards, I am 


Sincerely, 


bt Aidaertae 


WEBB BURKE 
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Mixed with the most publicized happenings there 
were other hairy things at times. I recall two broth- 
“= woke me up about midnight one night very 
eeeted. There were three brothers batching to- 
gether. One of the brothers had been drinking heav- 
~y and was having D.T.’s. He thought a bunch of 
‘eeroes were after him trying to kill him. He was 
“®eeting up the place. I dressed and went back to 
-eseia with them. As you can imagine, this was no 
emsy job. 

Anyone that tells you that they have never been 
seared has never been very far from their mother’s 
“orem strings. Even this was a very scary job, but it 
was my duty and had to bedone. I alwayssaid I could 
m@ seared as good as any other way. Maybe a little 
mere dangerous when seared, but I will be there. 
The thing about it is that I never realize I am scared 
® a tight place until it is all over. At times like this 
yma have to keep cool and use all precautions. This 
was not something that came upon you all of a sud- 
cen. You have more time to think it out. 

| had known the men all my life and wasn't afraid 
=.R would shoot me, if he were himself, But in the 
eemdition he was in he could very well mistake me for 
ome of the intruders that he thought was after him. 

When we arrived at the house, I immediately 
rushed up to a big tree that was in the front of the 
meuse and called E.R. He answered and came to the 
trent door with a shotgun in his hands. I called him 
ty name and he replied “Hello, Willis, am I glad to 
see you. They are out to get me. They are all over the 
place.” He thought he had seen one in the bathroom 
end had shot the commode all to pieces, He thought 
he had seen one trying to get his wallet out of a coat 
pocket. The coat was on a hanger in the bedroom. He 
sad shot the coat and the wall with buck shot. One 
window was shot out as he got one crawling through 
the window. 

In the meantime, I had worked my way up to the 
perch and was standing by the door. I would be able 
t grab the gun or in some way defend myself if he 
seinted the gun in my direction. However, our con- 
versation was on a friendly basis. I was trying to 
reason with E.R. He told me that if I did not believe 
him to just go outside and look by the window. There 
S no way a person can live who is shot in the chest 
. with 00 buckshot. I was not about to get far enough 
away from him because if he should mistake me for 
one of the intruders, he might shoot me before I could 


grab the gun. Then all of sudden he said “You will 
believe me now, won’t you? Look for yourself, there’s 
one coming out of the kitchen door. I said “Yes, give 
me that gun and let me shoot him.” E.R. gave me the 
gun and I immediately unloaded it. 

The two brothers came in at that time and helped 
calm him down. He had started the shooting episode 
with a revolver. I asked E.R. where the revolver was. 
He said “right over there by the setee. It only has one 
load in it, that is why I got this shotgun.” I went over 
and picked it up and sure enough every cartridge 
had been fired except one. 

The brothers and I loaded E.R. up and got him toa 
doctor who gave him a sedative that settled him 
down. We detained him overnight. The next day he 
was back to normal. 

Most people with D.T.’s remember everything 
that happened as a person remembers a dream when 
they recover their wits. They realize it was a con- 
fused mind. I kidded E.R. later about what an out- 
standing gun he had, killing all those people and they 
just disintegrated leaving no evidence, Of course 
E.R. didn’t care to discuss it too much, so we dropped 
the subject and E.R. got back to normal and never 
had a recurrence of that nature. 


Eustis Rodeo Events 


I recall a few years age we sponsored a rodeo in 
Eustis. The first two years the Kiwanis put it on, the 
third year the Eustis Elks were the sponsors. We, in 
all probability, would have madea lasting event of it 
had we had better facilities. The only available place 
at the time was the Eustis football field. Our county 
health doctor at that time, Dr. Hall, advised the 
school authorities of the danger of tetanus effecting 
some injured football player from the droppings. 
Having no other place to go, we had to give it up. I, 
being a country cracker boy, and being raised 
around that stuff all my life, could see no danger, but 
who was I! to argue with a doctor ona health matter. I 
have, as a young barefooted boy, on a cold morning, 
stood with my feet ina pile of warm cow droppings to 
warm my toes. It was a deterrant for ground itch 
also, 

One outstanding event that prompted me to re- 
member the rodeo was a clown named Pete Peter- 
son. Pete had a horse act. The horse was an unusually 


large horse, probably crossed with a draft horse. 


Pete rode the horse out in the arena, dismounted and 
offered anyone ten dollars per minute to ride him. As 
the cowboys tried to ride him, before they were com- 
_ fortably seated their posterior would hit the ground. 
Pete asked several times for another rider. Getting 
none, he started to lead the horse out of the arena. Out 
of the blue sky came a little boy about four or five 
years old yelling, “Hey, mister I can ride him”. He 
ran underneath the horse to get to Pete and was.so 
persistant that Pete sat the boy. on the horse and he 
rode out of the arena at a slow and gentle pace. 

Pete had a well trained dog that performed for our 
amusement. Pete asked to borrow my hat, which I 
was somewhat reluctant to let him have. It was my 
white Stetson hat and there was bull and bronco 
riding, etc. and it was a dusty arena. After some 
persuasion from Pete and some fans, I made the 
remark “never let it be said the sheriff of Lake 
County was afraid to throw his hat in the ring” and 
sailed it out to Pete. He placed it on a nice clean, 
grassy spot and told the little dog to show the folks 
what he thought of the sheriff. The little dog trotted 
over to the hat, sniffed it and turned ee 
hoisted his right hind leg and saluted my hat — 
much for that ! 

Back to the subject. There was a great termoil in 
all the major magazines throughout the country. 














Some radical way out in left field would state his 
opinion and some liberal news correspondent would’ 
get it printed, stating it as a fact. For example, here 
are some exhibits, 

The Coronet Magazine wrote an article about Ae 
pistol whipping a youth forcing a confession in the 
Opkahumpka rape case. The picture of the apology is 
self explanatory, I have had many journalists tell me 
they have seen retractions, but this is the first apol- 
ogy they have ever seen. It was either this or alav 
suit. After serving notice of a suit against Coronet 
Magazine, Il requested a retraction and was advised. 
that it was not their policy to retract but that they: 
would give me equal space. I replied it was my polie , 
to continue the suit unless they did retract. / | 
quite a lengthy discussion, they agreed. Then I 
requested my lawyer assist in the wording. They 
said that was strictly against their policy. Again I 
replied that it was strictly against my policy to dis- 
continue the suit unless they did. I was going to quote 
the Issue and page number, but decided it would: be 
more effective to put a photo of the page, so here He 
Please note the retraction carries an apology. # 
many years in the mental hospital, the subject w 
released. I sincerely hope his mentality had devel 
loped to the stage where he will never have the desire 
to repeat such an act, 


Excerpts from CORONET Magazine, 1961 


grancy trial of Fletcher Reed before 
2 SS ae ae eee the Magistrate's Court of New York 

— : , = , City in 1955, During the cross ex- 
Making a mockery of the law they ve sworn to uphold, | — amination the arresting officer ad- 
| ee mitted that he had made no 
attempt to verify the defendant's 
means of support. “Judge Andrews 
said to draw up a charge of vagran- 
cy to give me time to contact the 
original complainant who lived in 
Pennsylvania,” he testified, 

Reed had been accused of break- 
ing into a car a month earlier and 
stealing some clothing, When the 
car’s owner did not appear in court, 
the vagrancy charge was made to 
provide a sham of legality for Reed’s 
detention. The magistrate ultimate- 
ly ordered the prisoner released. 

The F.B.I. Uniform Crime Re- 





| ports from 1958 listed 88,351 ar- 
shame | rests throughout the nation for 
vagrancy and 96,740 arrests on sus- 

f picion. But as U.S. Supreme Court 
Oo Justice William O, Douglas points 


out: “There is no crime known as 


illegal sass 
se frost law-abiding citizens are 
detention M 


unaware of the gravity of the 
problem because they rarely have 
any direct contact with the police. 
‘The poor and racial and ethnic mi- 
norities—these are the people who 
suffer most from police lawlessness,” 
HE LITTLE GIRL ran hysterically into a Chicago police station. = chica i os —. 
A man with a dog, she sobbed, had molested her in a West one aaaane aeliee raalorace ec 
Side park. Two policemen were rushed to the scene, Sure enough, are “almost invariably” Negroes or 


there was a man with a dog. Shouting “You’re under arrest!” Mexican-Americans. 
the officers battered him to the ground with their night sticks, In Lake County, Florida, Sheriff 


dragged him to his feet and hauled him off to an abandoned police Willis McCall held a 19-year-old 
youth incommunicado for five days 
JANUARY, 1961 8 | | until he wai pistol-whipped into a 


BY FRED WARSHOFSKY 










CORRECTION 
The January, 1961 edition of Coronet Magazine contained an article by 
Fred Warshofsky entitled “The Shame of Illegal Detention.” This 


rticl tioned the pistol-whipping of a prisoner held incommunicado 
fe Be Gia r Florida, by Sheriff Willis McCall, This 


for five daya in Lake County, 
reference vie incorrect; the prisoner was nof@ illegally detained, he had 
access to counsel at all times and was not pistolewh ven Coronet 
deeply regreta the error and apologizes to Sheriff McCall. 
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Missing Girls At 
Alexander Springs 


| here were two little girls, eight or nine years 
old, lost in Billy’s Bay, a dense swamp flank- 
ing parts of Alexander Springs. Wesearched 
«) afternoon and all night to no avail. The next 
morning I requested the National Guard which was 
eranted. About two hundred and fifty men spread 
eet about ten feet apart and marched through the 
swamp abreast. In a couple of hours the little girls 
were found on a dry mound on a bed made of twigs 
ond moss with a lean-to made of palmetto fronds. 
sey had heard our calls, but because their mother 
‘ac taught them not to go toa stranger, they did not 
ssswer. They were taught in the Brownie Scouts if 
‘ey were lost in the woods to get comfortable and 
*ay put, that someone would find them quicker than 
* they were wandering around. These brave little 
eris that spent a night in a dense, lonely swamp 
wene should be commended for their behavior as 
sould their parents and scout master who properly 
sstructed them ina way they remembered what to 
‘sin a tough situation. Had they panicked, things 
esuld have gotten real serious. 

Then there was the case of the two grown young 
mdies; Nancy Leichner, twenty-one and Pamela Ann 
‘ater, escorted by their boy friends, Craig Mackie 
and Ben Dauterman. They were with a group of 
seubba divers called “The Aquaholics” from Pinellas 
_gunty. During the last time anyone could remem- 
ver seeing the girls, they were walking the nature 
trail. Late that afternoon I was notified, I imme- 
mately formed asearch party. We walked the woods 
2! night: it seemed they had vanished into thin air. 
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The next morning the word was out and people came 
from far and near to help. We had fifteen or twenty 
people on horseback. Blood hounds, two Navy heli- 
copters, a group of Navy skin divers (frog men) and 
around two hundred other people were in the search, 
Graig Mackie, Nancy's boyfriend refused to go to 
headquarters with us or answer any questions with- 
out his attorney present. Ben Dauterman went to 
headquarters with us and answered all questions 
freely. He also came back from Pinellas County 
when requested and cooperated inevery way. Mack- 
ie’s attorney claimed he had taken a test down there, 
but refused to tell us the findings and also refused to 
submit to a test here or even come here for question- 
ing or help in any way to put the pieces together. 
After court rendered the dastardly Maranda Act, it 
made it almost impossible to conduct a proper inves- 
tigation. We left no stones unturned. We even emp- 
tied the large septic tank using transports to take the 
contents to Eustis Sewage system, to no avail. 

I am sure the girls are dead because they left 
wearing only their bathing suits, leaving behind 
their clothing, purses, prescription glasses, cosmet- 
ies, ete. They both had small bank accounts which 
were never drawn on. The girls’ mothers came up 
but were really more hinderance than help. They 
demanded I eall the National Guard. They had 
heard about the younger girls’ case before. | tried to 
explain that this was a different case altogether, The 
grown girls could have heard our ealls and would 
have answered, I tried to explain the inconveninece 
to the men who had to leave their jobs, and that 


- NEW YORK SUNDAY NEWS. MAY 21, 1967 | young ones, or make it squeal, they are upset and 
A : have every right to be. We will have to look over any 
insults. I was reasonably sure these fine ladies would 
not act so unreasonable under any other circumstan- 
ces, They are mothers under tremendous stress at 
the loss of their children. They need our sympathy 
when they say we are not doing our jobs or not trying. 
We had several groups: fifteen to twenty men in 
each group, led by experienced hunters - Men well 
acquainted with the area. On the third day, many of 
the men had not been home. All they had to eat were 
nick-nacks, candies, milk and soft drinks from the 
Alexander Springs concession stand or a sandwich 
someone would bring out from town. It so happened 
that I had a hunting camp about five miles from the 
Springs area. I felt the fellows needed a warm meal. 
I had a deputy meet the groups as they came out of 
| = ) the woods to report and get further instructions and 
On a carefree Sunday outing, Nancy to invite them over to the camp for the first warm 
Leichner and Pamela Nater took a walk in meal they had eaten in three days - barbequed 
their bathing suits and vanished. Nancy and chicken, baked beans, salad, french fries, and coffee 
fiance Craig Mackie (below) are shown in a or iced tea. I felt it fitting as these men deserved it. 
happier day. This was done in relays so that only one group was 
out of the woods at any one time. 








Nancy Leichner ? Pamela N ater 


Just to show you how an irresponsible person can 
mislead the public, there were two little squirts from — 
the St. Petersburg times who never had their feet off 
the pavement, being critical of us trying to tell expe- 
rienced woodsmen what they should do. These nosey 
little busy-bodies heard of the meal, came over to the’ 

camp, rushed in instead of asking what was going on. 
They jumped down my throat with both feet and 
asked if I thought I should be pitching a party when 
those girls were still lost in the woods and making 
other sarcastic remarks and insulting inuendos. The 
only time I remember ever having anyone come to 
my place during a meal that I did not ask them to sit 
down and join us. I told those arrogant little squirts 
to get their little butts on the road before I had to put 
them there. I apologized to no one for the way | 
handled things. 





seventy or eighty of the posse were National Guard _ Eventually we gave up the search and to this writ- 
men volunteering their time and if I so ordered ing, they have never been heard of. Every now and 
would have to be paid. The mothers’ demands got —‘ then some crank or phychic comes up with an idea. 
more sarcastic as theday wenton.I calleda meeting | regardless of its origin, we run it down, I have been 
of the searchers and requested they ignore the sar- retired fifteen years now, if! come upon any leads, I 
castic remarks and beas polite as possible. You know will go to the proper authority and offer my assist 
you can have a nice, docile pet cat or dog that ance, Someone, somewhere knows where they are: | 
wouldn't harm a flea, but if you hurt one of their just hope some day it will be cleared up. 
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able Norris Reese, publisher of the Mount 
Dora Topic, the town’s only paper, pre- 
vailed upon some ladies to make a U.N. 
fag. After it was made, she presented it to the Board 
of County Commissioners and requested it be flown 
on the flag pole in front of the Court House above the 
United State Flag. There was so much opposition 
tnat there was little I could offer and it was finally 
agreed to fly them on an even keel. 

Lake County was the first county in the nation to 
sdopt an official flag. This was sponsored by Karl 
Leihman, at the time he was secretary to the Lake 
-ounty Chamber of Commerce. There was a con- 
*rete base with stones and plaques from many states 
and even foreign countries embedded in this base. In 
tne center top of the base there were positions for 
tmree flags: The U.S. flag in the center at the highest 
sssition, two other staffs angling from a lower posi- 
ton, one for the Florida state flag and one for the 
Lake County flag. 

When the decision was made to lower our flag to 
on even position, with the U.N, flag , it resulted in 
removing our U.S. flag from its original high posi- 
son, doing away with the state and county flags so 
tne U.N. and the U.S. flags eould be flown evenly on 
‘ne staffs meant for the state and county flags. This 
was done after I raised so much hell defending the 
“ght due our U.S. flag for the predominate position 
at all times. 

Mr. Hunter, at the request of Mable Norris Reese, 
‘nvited the ladies of the D.A.R., who originally made 
and presented the U.N. flag. At the meeting Mr. 
‘unter again appealed to the commissioners that 
the U.N. flag be placed in the position of prominence. 
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The U.N. Flag 


At this, the spokeslady for the D.A.R., the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, made the statement 
that they had made the flag at the request of Mable 
Norris Reese. They had no intention of requesting 
that it be flown above the American flag and wanted 
nothing more to do with it. 

Finally the liberals gave in and our American flag 
returned to its rightful place of honor. Until this was 
settled I flew a large American flag over the Sheriff's 
Office door inside the Court House and removed it 
only after the controversy had been resolved. 

This action on my part brought more attacts from 
liberals both individually and from the press all over. 

Mable stated in the Mount Dora Topic that we had 
not heard the last of the issue. We would be hearing 
more from higher places. Sure enough, in the next 
few days, I was raked over the coals by Ted Poston in 
the north eastern papers. Also at the Catskill Mount 
Retreat before a meeting of the C.1.0. by Walter 
Ruther. Also by none other than Russia’s Prime Min- 
ister Vaschenski before the United Nations Assem- 
bly in Paris, France. It is unbelievable how some 
segments of the American press will take a story and 
blow it all out of proportions to discredit a conserva- 
tive American that is trying to defend the tradi- 
tional, patriotic American way of life. 

These radical elements joined at times by other 
political enemies have had me investigated forty- 
three times trying to get rid of me, hoping to eventu- 
ally beat me down making me an easier target at 
election time. You must know that had I been guilty 
of the things these radicals claim, I would have been 
gone a long time ago. I have in my posession, docu- 
ments that will bear me out that these are the facts. 
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HOW ORLANDO FLIES THE FLAG — Pictures of American and United Nations 
Flags over Orlando City Hall. 
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TSS LETTER APPEARED IN THE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1950 ORLANDO SENTINEL - PAGE 37 


what shall be the relative positions of the United States flag and the United Nations flag 
s*en flown together in Florida? 


The subject has awakened a controversy. 


Sheriff Willis McCall of Lake County set off the fireworkd when he protested to the Lake 
_semty commissioners at Tavares courthouse against the practice of flying the U.N. flag and 
oat Glory at equal levels. 


The directors of the State Chamber of Commerce at Jacksonville followed with a resolution 
mequesting President Truman and Governor Warren to forbid the flying of the United Nations 
eg on the same level with the United States flag. 


The two flags are flying daily at equal levels in front of the lake county courthouse at tavares. 


Now comes State Attorney J. S. Hunter at Tavares tn Lake County with a foreceful letter 
written to the Florida State Chamber of Commerce at Jacksonville protesting the action of the 
state chamber directors and explaining in detail why he opposes it. Judge Hunter's letter is so 
‘ightly illuminating and informative that is herewith re-printed in full as a matter of public in- 
‘armation on a vital question of public interest. 

November 28, 1950 


wr. Harold Colee, 

Secretary. 

Florida State Chamber of Commerce, 
-acksonville, Florida 


Dear Sir: 


! was surprised to learn from the press a few days ago that a resolution had been adopted 
sy the State Chamber of Commerce requesting President Truman and Governor Warren to for- 
bid the flying of the United Nations flag on the same level with the United Sates flag. 


Sometime ago and certain women's organization in Lake County presented a United Nations 
‘lag to the County commissioners of this county with the request that it be flown in front of the 
courthouse, Prior to that time a large number of boys from Lake County had been inducted into 
the Army for the purpose of going to Korea. The war in Korea is being conducted by the United 
Nations alone. The prioriety of flying the United Nations flag on the same level with the United 
States flag was questioned by certain persons in Lake County. The mothers and friends of those 
boys who had gone over, and preparing to go over, believed it to be a bit of propaganda that while 
they were flying the United Nations flag that not be permitted to fly in accordance with the law 
in front of their own home town courthouse, I made a study of the law on this subject. 


it is not necessary to fly the United Nations flag at all. As far as that is concerned it is not 
necessary to fly the United States flag except on certain designated buildings and on certain 
secasions. The United States law requires: "That no other flag or pennant should be placed above 
or, if on the same level, to the fight of the flag of the United States of America except for 
certain church services." 


The flag code of the United Nations, as amended July 28, 1950, provides: "On no account 
may any flag displayed with the United Nations flag be displayed on a higher level than the 
United Nations flag and on no account may any flag so displayed with the United Nations flag 
be larger than the United Nations flag." Paragraph 2, sub-section D, Flag Code and Regulations 
of the United Nations. 
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The Charter of the United Nations and its flag code and regulations have been adopted as 
the law of the United States of America. Therefore, if the United Nations flag is flown at all 
it must be flown on the same level as the United States flag and at the left thereof. This is the 
law of the land which the Chamber of Commerce is now requesting the president of the United 
States and the governor of Florida to nullify. 






Under international law it is provided: "When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they — 
are to be flown from separate staffs of the same height. The flags should be of approximately 
equal size." International usage forbids display of the flag of one nation above that of another 
nation in time of peace, (Public law 829, Sec. G.) 


It may be observed in passing that the British flag and American flag are flown side by side 
on the same level in every Kiwanis luncheon room on the North American continent. 


May I quote again from the Flag Code and Regulations of the United Nations which has been 
accepted and adopted by the United States of America, "The flag may be used in accordance 
with this flag code by governments, organizations and individuals to demonstrate support of the 
United Nations and to further its principles and purposes." Section 5, United Nations Flag Code 
and REgulations as amended July 28, 1950, 


Since the purpose of flying the United Nations flag is to demonstrate support to the United 
Nations and to further its principles and purposes, and the law forbids it to be flown in any way 
except on the same level with our national flag when flown together leads one to inevitable con- 
clusion that to forbid its being flown in accordance with law leads to the conclusion that the 
people of the United States do not support the principles and purposes of the United Nations. 


I directed a telegram to the Adjutant General of Florida asking the proper way to fly the 
United Nations flag with the United States flag in front of the courthouse at Tavares, Under 
date of November 1, I received reply as follows: 


"It is proper to fly United States flag and United Nations flag at same level provided the 
United States flag is flown on the right namely if court house faces north the United States flag 
would be flown from the east flag pole and any other appropriate flag flown from the west flag 
pole." Mark W,. Lance, Major General, The Adjutant General. 


I also directed a telegram to General George Marshall, secretary of Defense in Washington, 
D.C, and received the following reply from him: 


"t refer to your telegram to the Secretary of Defense dated three one October regarding 
relative position of United States flag and United Nations flag flown over courthouses. I quote 
for your information pertinent extracts from public law eight hundred and twenty nine pertaining 
to display of the United States flag. Quote Section Three C 'No other flag or pennant should be 
placed above or, if on the same level to the right of the flag of the United States of America, 
except during Church services conducted by Naval Chaplians at sea when a Church pennant may 
be flown above the flag during services for the personnel of the Navy.' Section Three G "When 
flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from separate staffs of the same 
height. The flags should be of approximately equal size, International usage forbids the display 
of the fiag of one nation above that of another nation in time of peace.' Unquote. The appropriate 
portions of the United Nations flag code published by United Nations in August one nine five zero 
are, quote section two D: 'On no account may any flag displayed with the United Nations flag be 
displayed with the United Nations flag be larger than the United Nations flag. The United Nations 
flag may be displayed on either side of any other flag without being deemed to be subordinated to 
any such flag within the meaning of Article three paren one paren of the United Nations Flag 
Code’. Unquote." 
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The action of the State Chamber of Commerce causes me to ask you (1) Does the Chamber 
wf Commerce want the United States of America to fight Communism all over the world alone, 
er do you want the United States of America to be joined by the 53 other Democracies under the 
sited Nations? (2) Is the Florida Chamber of Commerce opposed to fighting communism any- 
woere? 


it is a well known fact that the Communists are making every effort possible to drive a wedge 
setween the United States and other free countries of the United Nations. It is the claim of the 
*sssians that the United States is attempting to dominate the United Nations and that the United 
“*stes is attempting to dominate the United Nations and that the United States is using the United 
‘etions for the purpose of leading free people of the world in a war of aggression. It is claimed 
™ the Russians and other Communist countries that only the American rulers are supporting the 
sited Nations in its fight against Communism and the American people are not behind their 
niters in this struggle. 


Will it not, therefore, add to the claim of the Russians that the American people are not be- 
“ind the United Nations when such resolution as that passed by the Chamber of Commerce is known? 
' believe that this resolution will be used by the Communists in their claim to the world that the 
people of the United States themselves are not behind their leaders in this struggle. 


I have no doubt that this resolution has been cabled to joe stalin and that he is very much 
pleased by it. It further seems to me that this is no time for us to begin to quibble about matters 
of this kind referred to in your resolution, 


This is the most dangerous period in the history of this country and the American people should 
stand as a unit in meeting this terrible crisis. I have no doubt that Vishinsky will argue with our 
‘riends in the United Nations that instances of this kind show that the American government wants 
te dominate the United Nations and the American people insist that the American flag be flown 
ever and above the flag of the United Nations. I am wondering if these men who passed the resol- 
stion gave it serious thought, 


The resolution of the Chamber of Commerce is inconsistent in its terms if it calls upon the 
oresident to forbid the flying of the United Nations flag on the same level or above the United 
States flag. No one, as far as I have been able to hear, has ever advocated the flying of the United 
Nations flag, or any other flag, over and above the flag of the United States. To do so would 
wiolate the Federal and United Nations flag codes and would also be in violation of international 
low. This resolution is similar to other resolutions passed by a few organizations in Florida and 
elsewhere, apparently coming from the same source and introduced and passed in the same manner. 
They are introduced near the close of a session of the organization and passed without consideration. 
This agitation can only tend to dissension among our people and to create opposition to the United 
Nations. Certainly in this critical time, no thoughtful American should attempt to create prejudice 
against the United Nations, 


Yours Respectfully, 
J. W. Hunter 

State Atty. 
Tavares, Fla. 
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THIS LETTER APPEARED IN THE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1950 ORLANDO SENTINEL-PAGE 19 
CASE OF THE U.S. AND U.N, FLAGS — BY SHERIFF WILLIS V. McCALL 


The following letter explains it own story, being a statement by Sheriff Willis V. McCall of 
Lake County of the U.S. and U.N. flags at L ake County Courthouse, Tavares, when flown to- 
gether. McCall contends the U.S. flag shall always be flown above the U.N. or any other national 
flag. State Attorney J. W. Hunter cited a U.N. agreement entered into by all nations that the U.N, 
and other national flags shall be flown at the same height when flown together. Flags flown at the 
Lake County Courthouse are at equal heights. Hunter's statement was printed on these pages Sunde 
December 10th, 


Hon. Harold Colee, Secretary 
Florida State Chamber of Commerce 
Jacksonville, Florida 


Dear Mr. Colee: 


I want to thank you and your organization for the patriotic and contageous attitude you have | 
adopted regarding the supremacy of the flag of the United States of America. 


You and your organization have been under criticism for this action from some over-zealous : 
and misguided public officials of Florida. 


These dreamers and schemers of a modern Utopia are attempting to belittle your organization ; 
and its ideals at a time when our great and beloved nation is in mortal peril. | 


All of us believe in peace and in all organizations dedicated to preserving world order through 
peaceful means. Iam sure that the Florida State Chamber of Commerce is a firm supporter of 
the United Nations and a Free World, just as Iam, 


At this very moment, however, the United States has a terrible and cruel enemy springing at 
its (eat, Our army is surrounded by blood thirsty Communist hordes in Korea amd has its back to © 
the ice Sea of Japan, with annihilation, torture or escape its only alternatives, 


ft ts true that our Nation is a member of the United Nations, Our late great president, Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, was the founder of this great and idealistic organization, designed to bringall _ 
organized governments into a common group for the purpose of maintaining the dignity of man and 
of nations large and small, and to preserve the peace of the worid, 


Unfortunately an equaily powerful nation with no such ideals and motivations as our own, is also 
a member of the United Nations group, It is this nation which, all men of good will agree, is deter- 
mined on making the members of the United Nations slave states and vassels to the whims of the 
cruel and relentless dictators of the Russian Kremlin. 


Thus is no time to argue theoretically about ideals and idealism. The enemy has a strangle hold 
on our throat. We are in mortal peril. We must fight for our very lives and the future of our child- 
ren end our children's children, 


War is hell and fire must be fought with fire. We must keep the bright fires of our idealism 
Surning and somewhere in our souls preserve this great goal of uniting the world, but this is no 
time to dream of such a Utopia. 


It is true that both Russia and the United States are United Nation members. No practical 
ane patriotic man of any free nation will today recommend that we bow our heads to the Kremlin 
for the sake of the United Nations or any other organization, | am sure. Russia is a member of 
the United Nations only to thwart and disrupt and plot against the free nations of the worid. Our 
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allies of the Western world, also anxious for a lasting worid peace and anxious to preserve 
etvilization of Christianity, fully realize the identity of the common enemy. Allies of ours 
reqlize that Russia is using the disguise of the United Nations for its own evil purposes. 

They will not desert the cause of a Free World for the dream of a United Nations. These 
ailies of ours realize that the very lifeblood of decent, honorable nations depends on arming 
to the teeth and fighting to the death. Do you think that these allies of ours worry about the 
nights and demands of the barbarous Russians who send their allies into battle to win territory 
ond power for the Kremlin? Of course not. 


In a time of national peril such as now, I believe that the inspiration and leadership of our 
nation and our flag is needed by all the people and nations of the world. Our strength and our 
determination is the only hope of scores of smaller and less favored countries. Our flag is the 
symbol of our power. It is my contention that it ts a great inspiration and its symbolism must 
be exploited to the utmost. 


Our Congress thinks so too. 


Despite the learned but circuititous arguments of the Hon, Jesse W., Hunter of Tavares, 
setting forth in great detail the rules governing the flying of the United Nations flag, the 
duly elected representatives of this great nation have taken no action directing how this flag 
of all nations be flown in relation to our own. 


It is my belief that the silence of our Congress is eloquent testimony that the Congress 
continues to believe, as it did in the days of the 77th Congress when it passed Public Law 289, 
that the flag of the United States of America should take no back seat to any other flag. 


Congress, like your organization and myself, apparently realizes that rules and regulations 
voted by the United Nations are voted upon by the heartless and cruel delegates from the Kremlin. 
' personally have not reached a point in my thinking which allows me to place the United Nations 
above my native land. I do not believe that any real patriot can do so in a time of national emerg- 
ency, mortal danger and world disaster. 


Mr, Hunter's learned epistle, printed in the public press, infers that a prominent woman’s 
organization of Lake County requested that the United Nations’ flag be flown on a parity with 
that of our own nation. This inference is false. I was present at the meeting of the Lake County 
Board of Commissioners at which this fine woman's group presented the United Nations flag. 


Mr. Hunter pointedly asked the official spokesman of this group is she didn't want to request 
tre Commissioners to fly the United Nations flag equally positioned with out riag. 


She replies: 


"We were asked to make the flag and to present it. That we have done. We have no further 
request: 


Plainty this fine organization had no desire to tangle with the wishes of the States Attomey, 
nor did it want to be placed in the position of asking the County Commissioners to dip our colors 
in that of an organization which represents Stalin's Russia as well as our nation. 

I have made intensive inquiry around Lake County to learn if there has been any individual 
or organized pressure placed upon the State's Attorney to battle for equal position for our flag 
and that of the United Nations. 

I can find only one voice raised for such a plan, 
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It is that of a Mt. Dora newspaper woman who is a member of the World Federalists 
and who apparently thinks that Russians are men of Good Will 


I personally have had letters of commendation on my stand from the Daughters of 1812, 
Miami Chapter, the chairman of the National Defense Committee of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, the Daughters of the Founders and Patriots of America, Florida Chapter, 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars of Leesburg, 


The only criticism of my stand has come from Mr, Hunter and the Mount Dora newspaper 
woman of the World Federalists. 


Mr. Hunter says that probably Joe Stalin is happy over the word of the controversy which 
has arisen about my refusal to fly the United Nations flag on a level with that or our own nation. 


I believe that if Joe Stalin is laughing, he is laughing happily over Mr. Hunter's successful 
lowering of our flag to an even keel with the banner which represents Russia as much as it does 
the United States, 


In a recent news reel of our troops battling against hopeless odds in the bitter Korean 
weather, there was a picture of soldiers moving through a bombed out town with shot and shell 
bursting about them. Above our troops flew the flag of the United States and below our banner 
was a smaller symbol of the United Nations. 


Again I congratulate you on your stand on this matter. Let all good Americans remember 
that the fate of the free world, of free men and of our sons and daughters depends on the leader- 
ship and the protection and the courage of the United States, 


I pray there will come a day when all the world can councel together as brothers. That day 
has not yet arrived. Instead we face the most woeful peril of our history. Let us display our 
flag high and proud, bowing to none while relentless and vicious conquerors threaten our way of 
life, the way of life of our friends and allies, and while the hordes of Communists roam the world 
intent on conquest and upon murder, 


Sincerely, 

WILLIS V. McCALL 
Sheriff, 
Lake County 





Father, Son Under Sheriff Fire 





‘Politics’ Says Duggan As 
Sheriff Impounds Slots 


A squabble which involves three arrests of Mount Dora men prom- 


ised today to turn into a merry political fight in Lake county, 
Scheduled to come into district court next Tuesday, the fight will be 


aired with such evidence as slot machines that were discove 
# machine that can't be found. The plaintif 
o ———— TE - —= 


weren't seen and «a weldin 
will howl "politics!" 
Particlporita in the squabble are 
Sheriff Willis McCall ond W. F. 
Duggan und his son, W. F., Jr, of 
Mount Doras, A fourth party, who 
hus been lungitishing in the county 
jail since Friday night is W. T, 
Treadwell, also of Mount Dora. The 
sheriff suid Wednesday he wis pre 
puring to release Treadwell, 
MeCall firsi suld thot he had un- 
covered a “whole truckload” of slot 
mochines in the garage of the Dug- 


gari home in Slyvan Shores. Later} 
he admitted that it was just parts) 


of slot machines. but added that the 


law reads tt is unlawful to have | 





red, guns that 


loday this case is now “pecl(y,” In 
comparison to the slot mavhino 
charge. It is illegal, he said, to 
store slot machines or allow them 
io be stored. He has taken all of | 
them to his office in Tavures, where 
he said, they will be destroyed, 

Duggan bitterly declared the 
grand larceny charge as “trumped” 
because, he says, he oppowd the 
sheriff in the last election. But he 
will have to wait to tel! thot story 
in court until the Nov. 4 term of 
court. 












M°CALL ACTS 
PROMPTLY 


Within a fortnight tWo casey 
before the Cireuit 
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} even parte of machines on your 
The circumstances which Jed to} 
the uncovering of the slot machines 






The sheriffs ace card, the siot 
mechine charre, pets pleyed first, 


Treadwell, who signed a release 
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began when Dugyan, recently re to the automobile on 7 Sheri _ 
) | : ) le which the erly = McCaly ‘| 
turned from Scotts Bluff, Neb. neritt admitted, eet litte rth him to Ralford ‘whee 


Wu leipeueyl hehins| 
line a 4 othe ptetectine 
MA of the State institution ieee 


ehurged that his car had 
taken by Treadwell in the west, 









Hearing that the car was in this \iaee ein.” oy Out de’. 
ot ne , t ak ely 
grea, be called: Suen Depuly eee rty is a welding machine a wh The other cass wag qi eg 
well ates, dr., to arrest ad $300, he said. McCull sald this hte Ad SAlsmnan why pees 
ii charge CO thieving LT em blat 
Duggan says the arrest took place gets to Pg dropped. ‘before it Would falas Si 5 abeitly. Iv 
? Me = 





tor for relief anid | 
7 Invariad; ! 
kik thee ene content DF Gi 
ros oe * noite Patients RULE. 
. uvirigr th : 
tion filled, the thivs WAEEHee re, 
bottle frurn ie Ace 


Attorney for Treadwell saya the 
Doran hes been in jail since Friday, 
although no warrant has been serv- 
ed on him, ‘he sheriif admitted 
that “technically, the warrant hasn't 


on the highwny between Mount 
Dora and Sylvan Shores last Fri- 
day night. He declares his son [ol- 
lowed the deputy to Tavares, and in 
the presence of the officer, the car 









was searched, There were no guns, poo, : ; 

he declared. > any an ecatval cance * ‘look taken, Asa oe pill were 
However, Sheriff McCall declares ..%» | : helping hitnaelt Pred and 
ours, eade ae 






there were guns. He says a Anvther phase of the h 

‘ | the squabble 
ig hang and a pistol were stolen sane to licht when the sheriff ad- 
by , @ son, from: waited shat he refused to accept 

, Dupyun's offer of $5,000 bond when 
he was arrested on the alleged gun 
theft. He suid, “I wanted to de 
some checking on bim before I let 
him go.” 

The welding machine, which 
brought abeut the charge opgalrst 
Treadwell, was the means for un 
covering what the sheriff [iret said | 
wuta “trockload of ealut machines.” | 
Ts we wile scarching tiny Dumtoun 
veomeily for it that he ound the 


well, | declares the guns were 
his. The affidavit wus signed while 
Treadwell wes in jail. 
bond of $1,000 each until the case 
comes up before the session of 
court next Tuesday ot Tavares, 
Meanwhile the Duggune are both 
wieler $1,000 bord cach on vn charge 
of grand larceny ln the case of the 
mysterious guns, The sherilf said 
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WILLIS MeCALL 
» +» Robbery story ais 


by Z Lads dene. “sel 


Antig oti (tid 


Criticized 


By Sheriff 


Editor: I feel duty bound to call to 
the attention of the general public 
several good reasons why we should 
do all that we cun to prohibit the 
“do gooders" from passing antizgun 
laws. 

Guns don’t kill people, only 
people kill people. | refer to the 
Chicago case where one man 
strangled eight nurses with his bare 
hands. Also, the case where the 
labor recruiter out West killed over 
20 people — only one was shot and 
the rest were hacked with some type 
of sharp implement. 

On the other hand, take notice of 
the druggist in Keystone Heights 
where two men came to his home. 
One held a gun on him and one of his 
sons, while the other took the 
remaining son at gun point to the 
drugstore to rob the narcotics sup- 
ply. The father managed to get loose, 
frab a gun, and kill the one who was 
holding the two in the house at gun 
point. This allowed the son there to 
free himself, grab a gun, and run to 
the drugstore where his brother was 
being held hostage. When the bandit 
came out with an arm full of 
narcotics, the brother killed the 
bandit. 





Leach Thinks “King of Slots” 
Sponsored Sheriff McCall 


Thought it “Impossible” for McCall to “go Against 


His Benefactor” But 


sives Him Full Credit for 


Destruction of “Slo' and Pinball Machines in 


Their Finality. 


Ta a signed article Editor Gil- 
bert Leach of the Leesburg Com- 
merelal pays so glowing tribute 
to ow Fellow citizen and official 
shenff Wills MeCali—in the Is- 
ave of July 2, In the main wo 


Had the gun laws prohibited the 
druggist from having a gun in his 
home, the bandits would have pulled 
a successful robbery and probably 
killed the witnesses. 

In states with strict gun laws, only 
bandits own guns. Law abiding 
citizens will not take the chance of 
criminal actions. 

If it had not been for individual 
rights of the Minute Men to own 


guns, we would still be subjects of 


England. Had the druggist in Key- 
stone Heights not had a gun he would 
have been robbed of drugs to be 
distributed illegally to our young 
people, and more than likely dead, 
to silence eyewitnesses. 

Once we are deprived of anything, 
except sticks and stones, to defend 
ourselves, then we become easy prey 
to bandits and ripe for an casy 
Communist takeover, 

We should take a good look at the 
“do gooders” who are trying to take 
our guns. They are either ignorant of 
true conditions or are deliberately 
aiding those adverse to our Ameri- 
can socicly. 


We have all of the laws necessary — 


pertaining to murder if only the 
courts will back us up and do their 
part by seeing to it that apprehended 
violators are justly punished. Mur- 
der is murder, regardless if it is done 
with a ‘gun or an old ax handle. 

God help the day when American 
citizens are deprived of their right to 


bear arms and defend themselves as | 


provided in our Constitution. 


WILLIS V. McCALL 
Sheriff of Lake County 
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agree With our colleague, but be-| 
ire giving a total acclaim, we 
we waiting to see what Sheriff) 
MeCall is going to do about other 
farms of pambling in Lake Coun- 
ty, now running wide open, The 
Miditor, 
(By Gilbert D, Leach) 

When Willis McCall was run 
hing tor sheriff, Nis candidacy 
wis so openly espoused by the 
then fnding king of slots and pin- 
hal} machines In Lake county, 
Lhot tt seemed impossible for 
McCall if elected sheriff, to go 
against his benefactor, 

Along with hundreds of other 
folka, including some good but 
sorrowlng friends in tha capitol, 
where MeCall wan most h ghly 
regarded and conaldered q prom 
ising young mon in the service 
of the state, we, deplored what 
seemed on the face of things, a 
sell-out in politics, Here In Lake 
we felt that the good work otart- 
ed to supress gambling carried 
forward during the short term of 
Emil Y¥Yde as sheriff, had gone 
for naught. 

Willis McCall repeatedly de- 
clared himself opposed [6 gam- 
bling, including the slots and 
other payoff machines, but there 
were hundreds of people who 
otherwise would have voted for 
him that did not because of what 
they belleved was ® tleup with 
organized gambling. Some did 
not even vote. 

After he was elected but before 
he took office, Sheriff-elect Wil- 
lis McCall voluntarily told us 
this: “I am golmg to be the sher- 
iff of the whole of Lake county, 
[ will enforce the law all over 
the county the best [ can and 
without fear or favor,” The way 
he said it we had to believe he 
wos sincere, Evidently he was, 

Since taking charge of the 
sheriff's office, Willis McCall has 
done exactly what he told us he 
way going to do. At least, it looks 
that Way to us and we haven't 
heard anything to the contrary. 
He tsn't noisy but he works ang 
his office is belng run efficient- 
ly as far as we are able to Judim, 
ft looks very much like we have 
a fine sheriff in Lake county. 





Article by Ormund Powers |several others and a Negro jook inj © McCall has been the subject of 

downtown Groveland were fired] countless articles and editorials 

upon. | in national publications picturing 
McCall, acting alone, dispersed| him as a dictator, a ruthless man, 

two mobs with tear gas. One tense| @ hater of blacks. 

night, the armed mob of several| Fut none of the attacks on the 

hundred threatened to open fire| sheriff have been successful. _ 

on guardsmen. Next year his term expires. 
Finally, peace was restored and| McCall has not said whether he wil! 

the law took its course. Shepherd, seck reelection to his eighth term 

Irvin and Greenlee were convicted,| Ut he very likely will. There is 








(Ormund Powers was Sentinel bu- 
eetu chief in Lake County and covered 
te celebrated 1949 Groveland rape 
eave which made Willis McCall a 
sahly controversial national figure.) 


I. 1944, Willis V, McCall of 
Umatilla, an obscure citrus fruit 
spector who had begun life as a 
= ‘aryman, ran for sheriff of Lake 











re County and won | The first two were sentenced to die.| *Peculation that soa he — 
re The first few yeara of his term | Greenlee was given life becauee he} "t © run, his rk ait a ; Ea 
= were uneventful except that he | W88 16 atthe time. od deputy sheriff, will seek the 
ve Seaned up the slot machine racket The U.S. Supreme Court ordered | '" 

eed kicked out the punchboards. a new trial for Shepherd and Irvin 





on the grounds there were no 
Negroes on the jury. Greenlee did 
not appeal. A series of hearings 


The result of Sheriffs McCall's 
beliefs—or perhaps of his outspoken 
advocacy of them— is that he has 


Then, in the early morning hours 
» = hot July night in 1949, a 17- 
vesr-old blonde housewife from Bay 


—eke, near Groveland, was kid- 
sapped and raped by four blacks. 

She and her husband were return- 
ws from a dance at Leesburg when 
Ser car stalled beyond Okahump- 
s2 A carload of men stopped. One 
© them hit the husband with a club, 
= him in a ditch and kidnapped 
Se girl 

The girl was taken to a grove 
© moss-laden oak trees near the 
Semter County line, raped repeat- 
=» end kicked out of the car. She 
wes found the next morning 
speeched along the highway. 

McCall's quiet world exploded. 
oer men were implicated. Their 
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Setter Lee Irvin, Ernest Thomas 
eee Charles Greenlee. 

Snepherd, Irvin and Greenlee 
were arrested, A mob, in which the 
> * husband stood out prominent- 
» stormed the jail at Tavares but 
‘Se men were not there. McCall had 
oten therm in the basement of his 
Geeme at Eustis. 

Thomas had escaped after the 
seme He was killed a few days later 

s sheriff's posse in North Flor- 


“Mobs roamed the Groveland- 











semes were Samuel Shepherd, | 


began and for one of them, McCall 
had to bring Shepherd and Irvin 


| back from Raiford. 
McCall had a flat tire on a lonely | 


stretch of road near Umatilla. He 
said Shepherd and Irvin jumped 
him. He emptied his gun, killing 
Shepherd and critically wounding 
Irvin. 

Irvin was later tried alone and 


convicted again. He was sentenced | 


to die but this was commuted by 
Gov, LeRoy Collins in December 


1955. 


Jan. 16, 1968, Irvin was paroled 
after 21 years in jail. He got a job 


| in Miami. 


Then, two years ago, he returned 
to Groveland for the funeral of an 
uncle, John Brown. While there, 
Irvin died of a heart attack, 

Greenlee was released on parole 
July 26, 1960, after 11 years at 
Raiford. His whereabouts are un- 
known. 

As a result of the long, emotion- 
filled case, McCall has been the 
target of many groups, 

He has twice been investigated 
by federal grand juries but cleared 


each time. One jury commended 
him. Various people have tried to 


been charged with allowing the 
bolita racket to flourish in Lake 


| County, He has been accused of 


shooting prisoners. Running a 
segregated jail. Hiring criminals. 

McCall estimates he has been 
investigated at least 40 times by 
various agencies. But that none of 


| their allegations have been proven. 


He is proud of that. He is also 
proud that he says he once was 
offered a $2,000-a-week bribe and 
turned it down, trapping the would- 
be bolita bribers into an indictment. 

And the magazine and news- 


| Paper articles that are always charg- 


ing him with being a segregationist 
or not making arrests for bolita? 
Why doesn't he sue if they are all 
wrong? 

The sheriff says yes, he might 
consider suing, but he has to prove 
damage. And, he contends, no one 
in Lake County believes anything 
printed about him anyway, so why 
sue? The sheriff can't prove dam- 
ages. 

There is no doubt McCall is pop- 
ular in Lake County. He wins elec- 
tions easily, sometimes by margins 
of three to one. 

He is proud that he grew up in 





defeat him at the polls but with- 
out success. Five attempts have been 
made to have governors remove 
him. 


® seotte area of Lake County. Three 
sspanies of the National Guard 
ordered out to preserve order. 

= black homes were burned, 


relative poverty in rural Umatilla 
and that he can describe himself 
as just a “good ole boy.” He says 
no one fears him in the area—blacks 
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included—and it’s hard not to like 
him when he smiles and says: “The 
10- and 12-year-old kids sometimes 


call me ‘Willis.’ I get a real kick | 


out of that.” 

My first introduction to the 
sheriff, which came last week, was 
not very successful, This reporter 
and a photographer who descended 
upon his office were told he was 
too busy. Besides, he said, suspi- 
ciously looking at my bushy head 
of hair: “I don’t know whether | 
want to talk to no hippie.” 

He agreed to talk the following 
week. A tape recorder was used for 
the quotes on the opposite page. 
McCall said it was not necessary 
to use a recorder because anything 


he said today he would be willing | 


to repeat tomorrow. 

For over an hour, we asked him 
questions. He was willing to elabor- 
ate. He was particularly interested 
in telling us about Coronet Maga- 
zine and the retraction it printed 
after an article charged that he 
had pisto!-whipped a prisoner. 

The sheriff sat behind his clut- 
tered desk in his office. Pe occasion- 
ally had to clear away papers to 
show us the scrapbook he keeps of 
his clippings. 

He is a big man. Heavy. His belly 
hangs out over his pants when he 
sits. He has glasses and short gray- 
ing hair. He looks younger than his 
age, which is 60. 

The day we talked to him he wore 
a bagzy blue suit with lint on the 
shoulders. It had a small rip behind 
the sleeve. He also had on a white 
shirt and a black string tie, Western 
style. His Western Stetson hat sat 
on the desk next to him, 

A copy of “The Naked Ape,” a 
book by Desmond Morris, was on 
the floor under his desk. 

After the interview, the sheriff 


put on his white Stetson and drove | 


us around town, His hands seemed 
teo beg for the steering wheel. And 
the het elmost touched the roof of 
the car. 

“My grandfather,” he said, “came 
t Lake County when there was no 





railroad to Jacksonville,” 

Did he know practically everyone 
inthecounty back then? 

“I know a lot of people,” he said. 

How do they feel about you? 

“Let me give you an idea,” the 
sheriff said, “All my opponents — 
five of them in previous elections — 
they all later supported me, Every 
one of 'em.” 

Then he looked at us for confirma- 
tion, for a response that would reas- 
sure him that, yes, Sheriff McCall 
ig a well-respected, well-liked man 
in Lake County. “4, 


McCall Praised 


Editor: It is Interesting to nole that 
staunchly patriotic Americans, who 
actively oppose the evil machinations 
of the Communist conspiracy, practical- 
ly always are subjected to amears and 
attacks from various sources. 

No man who l|s really effective In 
combatting the alms of the Reds es 
capes from the slanderous attacks by 
the left-wing. Sheriff Willls MeCall «f 
Lake County has done a great deal to 
enforce law and order in hia county 
and to thwart the desizns of Reds who 
have infiltrated into his district, As a 
result, he has been under more or leas 
constant attack from varioua sources 
throughout the state. 

The charges against Sheriff McCall 
have been carefully investigated by the 
most competent authorities and he has 
heen repeatedly cleared. The people of 
Central Florida are getting profoundly 
weary of hearing and reading continued 
attacks against good, constitutional 
Americans who are doing their best to 
protect our country. 

Sheriff McCall is a Christian gentle- 
man, a man of the highest Integrity and 
a true patriot. America needs more men 
of his caliber and courage. A man is 
known by his enemies as well as by his 
friends. 


WILLIAM E. FORT JR, 
Winter Park 


Sheriff McCall 
Named To BPOE 
Grand Lodge 


Lake County Sheriff Willis VY. 
McCall has been appointed a 
member of the activities com- 
mittee of the BPOE grand 
lodge. His appointment was 
confirmed in a telegram from 
John E. Fenton of Lawrence, 
Mass., grand exalted ruler of 
Elks lodges throughout the 
U. S. and its possessions. 

McCall, who has long been 
active in Florida Elks activi- 
ties, is past president of the 
Florida State Elks Assn., and 
past exalted ruler of Elks 
Lodge No. 1578 of Eustis. He 
is presently a member of the 
board of directors of the Harry- 
Anna Crippled Children’s Home 
in Umatilla. 

As a member of the eight- 
man activities committee, Mc- 
Call will have the joint respon- 
sibility of overseeing all activi- 
tes carried on by the grand 
lodge. 





Sherif(s And Faith 


Editor. Tt & a litte awesome when & 
matter of pafllamentary procedure at a 
P-TA meeting becomes the stimulus for 
an editorial in fullsome praise of Sheriff 
McCall. lf I were e sheriff, I would take 
umbrage at the statement, ‘ordinarily 
you don’t find too many sheriffs fighting 
on the side of religion,’’ a phrase which 
is hardly complimentary to our law men. 


In view of the fact that both you and 
Sheriff McCall recognize that many re- 
ligious groups were present, sectarian 
prayers would be uncalled for. 

Sheriffs, per se, should stick to the 
law and respect for the faith, or even — 
lack of faith, of each man because this 
is an intrinsic tenent of American democ- 
racy. 


MRS. GRACE LEWIS 
[Most sheriffs are Christians, but few 


are outspoken about [t as Mr, McCall. 
—Editor.} 





Orlando Sentinel 


Monday Morning, November 24 1958 





Lake County Not All That Bad 


Editor: Golly, how did I ever survive 
is Jong in such a “bad land”” If Coro- 
oets lies and sensation provoking story 
eeoul our Lake County sheriff were just 
early fact, this would certainly be a 
place to be from. 

We here in Lake County don't feel too 
ted about such stories, belleve me. We, 
este and colored alike, know the truth 





esd know that every person whose work 
eeperes that they be fn the public eye 
ewestantly is subject to such tirades of 
wm icism occasionally, especially those 


who are brave and strong enough to 
voice an opinion. 

Most of Lake County's citizens love 
and respect gur sheriff. Coronet's half- 
truths cannot seriously hurt a man who 
has done so much for Lake County. An- 
other story twice as Jong could be pub- 
lished about the sensationally great 
things he has done for his fellow man, 


GRANDMA KAY 
Eustis 


Must Stick Together 


Editor: Let me thank you for the 
kind and very timely remarks ip the 
editorial column. 


It is gratifying to know that we still 
have editors such as you who do not 
mind speaking the truth in time of need. 

We are fighting a great battle which 
is very important to our American way 
of life and if we all stick together we 
will win out in the end, 


WILLIS V. MeCALL 





Publie Thought 
Russian Communist Gets UNESCO Job 





God Bless McCall 


Editor: The UN is not an organization 
for peace. Far from it. Look at some of 
the member nations, France and Russls, 
to name a couple, It, with its little prope- 
ganda offspring 


I might add, that being a member of 
eoy particular church does not necessar- 
ily moan a devout person, and we have 
sunk pretty low when Protestant minis 
ters wil] repudiate their Saviour by Jeay- 
ing Him out of a so-called P-TA prayer 
because there were some Jews present, 

‘Those who deny me, will I also deny," 
These so-called devoul men and women 
might ponder that Willis McCall is to be 
congratulated. Ile took the stand that all 
fellows of Christ should have taken, God 
bless him for his courage. 


| £. BR. EMEEY 
Merfitt taland 


McCall Defended 


Editor: In re: Coronet Magazine's ar- 
cle on Lake County Sheriff Willis V. Me- 
all, I feel it is a wonderful example of 
\¢ power of a free press to deliberately 
ant, villify and crucify. 

1 would be the last to say thal we 
wuld lose any of the freedoms that (his 
watry enjoys, including freedom of 
e press, but the people need to have 
wieght home to them the coloring and 
iting of a pro-liberal press, so pre- 
Jont today in a few magazines, and 


the advisability of mobflluing U, 5. moral 
and political support and U, 8. tax dol- 
lars for the purpose of making it possible 


itorials contained In certain liberal 
wspapers, advocaling immediate com- 
ance with the U. S. Supreme Court 
gregation decision; co-existence with 
mimunist Russia: admittance of Red 
dina lo the UN; P-TA endorsement of 
VESCO; accusing al! who do not agree 
(th these eviiieriais of exercising 
hought control,” 

! personally feel that |t will not he 
» long before we wil! al] wish there was 
Willis V. MeCall in every county in the 
ten, along with a Millard Caldwell as 
wernor. 


CLAUDE D. BORING 
tls 





'You have picked two good ones, — 
itor. j 





“ANTL-COMMUNIST 
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Coroner Waperne ror December 
takes Willis McCall for a rough ride. 





Willis MeCall 


The author apparently got his facts 
from listening to other people rath- 


er than Investigating this man who | 


has been sheriff of Lake County 
for 14 years. 





It was hard for me to figure out 
al first whether the article writer 
was for or against McCall, but I'd 
say it wasn't designed to help get 
him re-elected. 





People who don't know McCall 
have the most to say about him, un- 
fortunately. His detractors are 
more outspoken than his admirers, 
except al election time. As they say 


in Lake County, everybody's against | 


McCall except the voters. 

The Yankee press, including Cor- 
onel magazine, doesn’t care much 
for the South or our problems with 
Integration, They may not like the 


Supreme Court any more than we | 


do, but they seem to like Its 1954 
ruling. And they may not like Com- 
munists any more than we do, but 
sometimes they appear to be more 
tolerant. 


I] knew McCall before he was 





sheriff, and | saw what happened » 


to him when events he never plan- 
ned, or ever wanted, happened to 
him. I doubt that you or I would 
have behaved differently, and I see 
no —s for him to be crucified 
for it. 





McCall's good copy because he's 
controversial in a controversial 
time, and he doesn't mind telling 
you where he stands on any issue. 


Pity there aren't more like him, 





SHERIFF McCALL 
.»» Ready 


| of laws thal seem to provide more 


protection for the criminal than 
the citizen, 

McCALL URGED that “every 
woman ought to have a pistol and 
should learn how to use it for 


| protection, 


Fisher, commenting on alcohol 
and the juvenile, pointed out that it 
is the responsibility of parents to 
pul @ stop 10 juvenile drinking. It 
must be stopped by proper training 
at home, Fisher said. 

The Lake County sheriff told 
Republican women they have a 
right to shoot an individual break- 
ing in their home whether or not 
that person is inside (heir home or 
outside a window or door, 


“YOU HAVE that right under the 
constitution,’ he declared, 

McCall also called for more 
pressure to be brought “on the 
powers that be'’ to have laws 
passed "that are protective to us.” 


Blaming the problems of Jaw 


enforcement on the U.S, Supreme | 


Court, McCall said, if the people 
hed the opportunity to vote that 
supreme Court justices be elected 
instead of appointed, that would 
solve our problems.” 

Deviating some from his topic, 
the Lake County sheriff called on 
people to go to the polls, especial- 
ly in national elections, and vote 


for the mun for what he is ‘rather 


than for the party, 


He did say, “The great Repub- | 


lican sweep across the nation is 
one of the greatest things to 
happen, and I'm a Democrat and 
hate to say this, but I know it is the 
ereatest thing.” 





Sheriff Nixes 
Lawn Session 
Of County Court 


TAVARES — Sheriff Willis 
V. McCall today declined to 
provide the lebor to set up 8 
scheduled out-of-door session of 
county court. 

Because of crowded condit- 
lons In the Courthouse, County 
Judge W. Troy Hall Jr, had an- 
nounced plans to hold the court 
session on the Courthouse lawn. 
Circuit Court was jn session In 
the only court room, 

This morning Judge Hall re- 
quested a deputy sheriff to fur- 
nish two prisoners In order te 
move some chairs and the nec: 
estary records outside, 

Hearing of the request, Sher- 
iff McCall reportedly declined 
to furnish the necessary labor 
and Instead set up the court 
session In another room of the 
Courthouse. He was quoted as 
staying there was enough room 
In the Courthouse for the ses- 
sion and that an out-of-door 
session wasn't necessary, 

A Leesburg photographer 
was in Tavares to take pic- 
tures, but returned empty- 
handed after the lawn session 
was called off. 


CORONET MAGAZINE 
current issue, one of the most scurril- 
ous articles we have ever read, concern 
ing Sheriff Willis McCall of Lake Coun- 


ly. 

They say people are judged by the 
company they keep. Sometimes also by 
thelr critics. Not too long ago Shoriff 
McCall was denounced to a New York 
reporter by Mrs. Mabel Reese, editor 
of the Mount Dora Topic, the next day 
by Waller Reuther before the CIO con 
vention in Buffalo, N. Y., and thes 
by Vishinsky, Moscow's delegate to s 
UN committees meeting In Paris. Now 
by Coronet. 








A Rinne ForMillard and Willis 


(A ThewS Tack Fil'lorial) 

We commend Miliard apes ton _ inks Sosticiant 
(upersemal appeal to the voters Florida is 
campaign for the office of Governor of lhis State. He 
proved to oar satisfaction thal he is capable of filling 
this high office with dignity and distinction. 

Millard Caldwell’s knowledge of the state, and his 
experience with | | Procemes rae 
qualify him for the position he seeks. and placing fu 







we like sn gy ey ber amse og a seoepeee D 
campaign in : primar ry. | WaS Tro is 
lan's idol and as far m we know made no prom!ses. 
He {a the der man—etralghtforward and honorable— 
to deal with facts and from these facts determine the 
right course of action, 











lerws, He gave us an Intell ly | the problems 
facing the soldiqr boys of World War T and stated his 
determination to eo plan and work that the errors of 
demobilization of our present men would not have to 
face those Lanuee alone and unalded. 





and « study of the 









We pin our faith to Millerd F. Caldwell! 

The Lake Region is interested in good government 
and law enforcement. We believe that all laws on the 
statute booka were passed for a purfosee—and that pur- 
pose should be reapected. If they are unwise lawa, or 
cangot be en genorally, they should be repealed. 


We believe that Willis V. McCall {s the proper man 
lo ENFORCE Lake County laws. He has ple his 
word of honor to use ali Lake Gounty with conalidera- 
tion, ‘and without discrimination 


MeCajl condsgfed. campaten fax alri(h In 
(it Loh primary anda od one father 
tlon in ‘the run off, He técelved the- t vote of 

race, record #howa that he 


any sev te In the 1 =e cor : ny 

recelved substantial support from every the 
county, which indicates he ie well eafand popil- 
lar the citizens In every ocction. 





















made 
rate the 









The Lake kegion te @ Free a [niiependent Newe- 
prper, 





a7 


Paragraphs 


It Takes Wood Smoke 
To Make Barbecue 


Some of the good things in life 
are fast disappearing. Take barbe- 
cue, I know of only five places in 


THAT Dw Loos 
ine GOR GA Hep, 
Me / v 







Central Florida today where you 
can get a plate of barbecue that's 
fittin’. 

I'm thinking of T. C. Shiver’s 
place in Mount Dora, the Hilltop on 
Rt. 50 west of Orlando, Jack's in 
Minneola, a new place on the cause- 
Way cast of Cocos whose name has 
escaped me, and Tom Sneed’s place 
south of Orlende on the Orange 
Blossom Trail. 

There may be others, I want to 
add hastily in the event I have un- 
Intentionally skipped someone's fa- 
vorite spot, And I don’t mean places 
that advertise barbecue then give 
you chopped up roast beef with a 
lot of catsupsy sauce smeared all 
over it, 

T. C. Shivers, who cooks and 
sells about 1,400 pounds of barbe- 
cue a week, will tell you that 
there's only one way to make bar- 
becue: you cook it for eight-12 
hours with the hot smoke from 
hardwood, 


Events in Mississippi recall to me 
the service rendered to his state 
and badge by a much-mallgned.man 
known as Willis V. McCall 


*‘Whaterer Force Is Necessary’ 





McCall Stern On Riot Control 


TAVARES — Sheriff Willis V. | fireman to a fire without a hose, or 


McCall indicated that he will use 
“whatever force is necessary” in the 
event the national rioting trend 
should reach Lake County. 

In answer to questions regarding 
his position on such general 
breaches of peace, McCall! said 
briefly: “We aren't going to put up 
with that sort of thing, period. If 
anything like that were to get 


started here, we will take whatever 
action is necessary to stop it."' 


“{ DON’T BELIEVE in sending | 
men out with guns and telling them 
not to use them; that's like sending a 


Sheriff Hugh Lewis of Suwannee County and Sheriff Willis McCall of Lake County, planning the 


without water,” 
McCall] added however, that he 


| felt most af the Negro population of 


Lake County did not want rioting, 
and that there were many Negroes 
he could count on to help head off or 
suppress any trouble like that if it 
did appear. 

“We have a few young hotheads, 
but most of the Negro population in 
this county consists of responsible 
citizens, and some of them haye even 
come to me and oliered their 
ass:stance in case we have any such 
trouble as has been experienced 
elsewhere." 


a = = 





Georgia hickory is the best. I 
know a fellow named Tommie 
something in Leesburg who had 
his wood hauled down from Geor- 
gia. A barbecue operation is not 
cheap, considering the wood, the 
pits and the time it takes to prepare 
meat. So a sandwich that costs 50 
or 60 cts. may be considered ex- 
pensive but it’s not very profitable. 
That's the reason there aren't more 
people in it, and also the reason 
why some barbecuers are In it for 
love more than for money. 





Sheriff MeCall prevented the 
lynching of three Negroes accused 
of assaulting a white woman by 
hiding them in the basement of his 
home. He also single-handedly 
broke up a mob by using tear gas. 





clearing for the foundation for the first building at the Florida Sheriff's Boy’s Ranch. 1957. 


5S 


» 





In Central Florida 


McCall Heads Boys Ranch Grout 
TAVARES — Lake County nee River, 11 miles north of alee egy 


Sheriff Willis V. McCall has Live Oak. It is supported by 
oven nate chairman of the donations to the Ranch ‘Trust| association. 


Central Florida committee pro- | 
moling the Florida Sheriffs IN LAKE COUNTY 


Assn.'s Boys Ranch project, it »- 
Race Horse Farm 













wes announced yesterday. 
The appointment was by 
John M. Spotlswood, Key West, 








MN Sv Mecit 


chairman of Boys Ranch trus- | 
‘ees and present of the as- 
Becialion. 

McCall will be responsible 
fer co-ordinating the activities 





™ Central Florida sheriffs in 


relation to the ranch and its | 


program, 
SPOTTSWOOD said McCall 









pest through his interest in 
yesth problems and as a past 
president of the sheriffs asso- 
ciation, 

The ranch will be built on 





* 722-acre tract on the Suwan- 


* well-qualified for his new | 


Is Sheriff’s Goal 


By ART RICHARDSON 
Times-Union § aff Writer | 
EUSTIS, March 30—Lake County Sheriff Willis V. 
McCall has turned a lifetime hobby into what he hopes 
may some day become a profitable business enterprise. 
McCall has his sights on breeding and selling 
thoroughbred race horses on a large scale. 


county of rolling land and lass, 
treditionaly reserved for citmu 
growin. 





I think it's worthwhile to mention 
this because most people have for- 
gotten what McCall really did, Be. 
cause he was a central figure in 
one of Florida's most sensational 
cases, he has been the object of at- 
tack by the NAACP, the radical 
Northern press, labor hoodlums 
and assorted nuts. 





Not more than three or four 
weeks ago another national 
zine took a poke at him. He long 
ago became the whipping boy for 
upstart do gooders who apparently 
don't know that at the risk of his 
own life and his family's safety he 
protected three guilty Negroes be- 
cause he felt it was his duty, 


—Ormund Powers 
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| . Si cae a il a 
MEMORIAL — This $90,000 cafetorium at Sheriff's Boys’ Ranch was dedicated in memory of Jim 
and Rena Swick, who gave so generously to their favorite project and who lost their lives in 
Jacksonville's Hotel Roosevelt fire. Lake County Sheriff Willis V. McCall is shown as hespoke to the 
assemblage, with Haydon Burns, Jacksonville Mayor and Democratic nominee for Governor, who 
formally dedicated the beautiful building. (Photo by L.C. “Chief” HilL) 
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Un-Necessary Evil 


“As surely as God ls good," said the philosopher, 
“so surely there is no such thing as necessary evil.” 


“Necessary evil” je the appelation that many peo- 
ple have given to the new foderul statute, passed 
hurriedly in the waning days of the 83rd Congress, 
that oullaws the communist party in the United 

President Eisenhower, in previous views on any 
auch legislation, had opposed the outlaw bill, And 
then he was reported in favor of the House version 
which deleted the provision for criminal prosecution 
ef individual members of the party “as the lesser of 
two evils.” 

J. Edgar Hoover, head of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and Attorney Gen, Herbert Brownell 
€@id not want the party outlawed because it would 
tend to drive the entire membership “underground” 
—that is, clothe their activity in greater secrecy and 
thus make it harder for agents of the F.B.L to detect 
and define them. 

The necessity of the evil is questionable. Lf, as 
requested by the President and granted by Congress, 
the bill does not have the criminal prosecution pro- 
vision, what good is it? The Internal Security Act, 
already on the books, was sufficient for the individ- 
ual prosecution, and it ls the Individual acts which 
feed the conspiracy, Thus, under the lawful means 
employed by the F.B.L, the activities of the party 
were above ground and punishable, as has been dem- 
onstrated by the provecution of several party 

Florida's Sen, George Smathers had a ljeading role 

im pressing for the original Senate version of the 
bill—the one opposed by President Eisenhower. He 
said the nation was “discriminating” against com- 
eeenism without benefit of law. He objected to their 
being able to “think and act” as they pleased. 

We question this line of reasoning. For one thing, 
it in surely against the Democratic tradition to de- 
ere © punish individuals for their thinking. And the 


Internal Security Act was at hand for prosecuting | 


emy action that intended to overthrow the govern- 
ment of the United States bike scnrasi 








We question the purpose of the bill to permit gov- 
ernment to “crack down” on lubor unions, True, the 
apparent purpose of it ls to guard against red infil- 
trution of unions; however, it should not be in the 
power of an atlorney general or u political board to 
determine what is to be defined og “red” In an 
orgenization, 

Such power could well be used to destroy labor 
unions, And surely, denying the working men of the 
United States the right to collective bargaining and 
to obtain their portion of the curnings of management 
for their labor would be a step backward, Not only 
would their destruction upset the more perfect eco- 
nomic balance of s Democracy such as the United 
States, it would breed the very discontent upon which 
communism feed. 

While the communist conspiracy is today’s great 
concern of the free world, tomorrow's concern may 
well be that of putting into the hands of those in po- 
litical power the right to determine how you shall 
think and the right to determine what your actions 
—and even your ulterances—mean, according to their 
own willful determination, We do not look upon such 
a step in that direction as the protector of the civil 
liberties that are the great bulwark of a Democracy. 

True, the people of the United States need to be 
protected [rom subversive nctivities or violence—and 
thin it is with the moat reasonable method obtain- 
able under the Internal Security Act. 

The anfe-guard against the “thnking™ of com- 
munists, and thelr effort to worm their way into 
labor organizations, ls best obtained through educa- 
Uon of adults and youth on just what communism 
in, and permit its disuvowal under u system of free 


discussion. 





None of these things were taken into considera- 
tion by the time-wasting, voluble 83rd Congress — 
one of the most disgraceful seasions in the history 
of the United States, 

They were al! too anxious te rush home to their 
constituents and suy: “See how very anti-communist 
we afe?” That was the prime purpose of this un- 
necessary evil, 





This ts what the Editor referred to as the root of my trouble. 
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Fear Blamed As Dora 
Pickers Join Easter 
Holiday ‘Vacation’ 


Fearing that they would be “shot from trees 
like birds,” Mount Dora’s fruit pickers joined 
the “Easter Holiday” strikers in the interior 
citrus belt this week. 

Trucks making the rounds for workers 
Tuesday morning reported back to packing 
houses nearly or completely empty, as pickers 
refused to go to work, Many of them had pam- 
phlets of the C.1.0. fruit and agriculture union 
in their hands, which warned them to join the 
Paster Holiday to prevent the “return to eight- 
cent boxes of fruit.” 

Many of the workers joined in fear. One of 
the East Town pickers said he was told “if he 
was found in an orange tree that day, he would 
be shot out like a bird.” 

C.B. Hurlburt of the Mount Dora Growers 
Cooperative said that his staff of pickers, mostly 
fromm the farm areas in Lake County had been 
cut approximately in half Tuesday. With the 
seasonal slow up and poor market, he said 
workers have been cut from 15 cents to 12 cents 
a box for fruit, but that good pickers could still 
average $12 a day on that amount. 

Reports of disturbances were circulated 
throughout the county, but none of them could 
be traced down, Sheriff Willis McCall toured 
through Kast Town Tuesday, urging workers 
to return to their jobs on promise of protection, 
but those that had remaind home refused to 
budge, 

A few workers in East Town went to work 
Wednesday morning, but many of them were 
still refusing because of their fear of harm. 
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Red Arrest Held Against 
Lake Sheriff 


By ORMUND POWERS 


TAVARES (Special) Because he arrested a professed 
Communist and CIO organizer, the Orlando local FTA- 
C1O has declared an all-out effort to defeat Sheriff Willis 
V. McCall, candidate for re-election as Lake County 
Sheriff. 

The FTA-CIO charges McCall interferred with civil 
rights and the U.S. Constitution when he arrested Eric 
Axilrod on charges of intimidating and attempting to 
intimidate Lake County Negro fruit pickers, several of 
thern testified they had been threatened with violence if 
they disobeyed a CIO picking holiday. 

The new charges by the Orlando Local No. 100 
were brough by C. Walton, secretary of the executive 
board, in a signed letter to Robert Taylor of Miami, 
Dade County solicitor. 

Although repeatedly threatened with political reprisal 
because of his stand in the Axilrod case, McCall! has stead- 
fastly refused toalter his position that Axilrod intimidated 
labor in Lake County in violation of State and county laws, 
declaring he is not opposed to organized labor but “I will 
not tolerate the intimidation of our workers.” 

“We are fighting with Sheriff McCail with planes, peo- 
ple, the National labor movement, through the courts, 
through the Florida labor movement and before we're 
through ina lot of other ways he will learn about. In order 
to see that he is defeated in the coming elections,” Walton 
states in his letter, a signed copy of which McCall 
displayed, 

McCall repeatedly has made the statement that he is 
not opposed to organized labor, labor meetings or 
attempts to organize labor in peaceable, lawful means. 

“I will not tolerate the intimidation of our workers, 
however,” he declared. “I will use every means in my 
power to see that those who want to work can.” 











McCall Against 
The Law 


Lake County Citrus Wages Were Hammered 
Down 20% By Recent Wage Cuts. 

Most Lake County grove workers sought to protest 
these cuts by stopping work. THE Y REQUESTED 
FTA-CIO organizers to aid in attempts to stop their 
already low standards of living and working condi- 
sons from being hammered down still further by 
wage cuts and 
the STEADILY 
RISING COST 
OF LIVING, So 
Sheriff McCall 
stepped into the 
micture. During 
the past week he 
used Hitler’s 
gestapo tech- 
nique from the 
Lake County 
Sheriffs office 
in an effort to 
eoerce, intimi- 
Gate and drive 
workers back to 
their cut-rate 
wbs and drive 
American citizens out of Lake County. Sheriff 
MeCall invaded and interfered with an open publie 
meeting on March 29 in Leesburg. WITHOUT 
SPECIFIC CHARGES OR WARRANTS he de- 
erived American citizens of free use of their own 
property and liberty in Lake County. He used his 
position and he Sheriff's office like a KANGAROO 
COURT in which he sat as PROSECUTOR, 
JUDGE, AND JURY — as well as Sheriff. 

Sheriff MeCall said he arrested Eric Axilrod be- 
eause he (McCall) said threats were made that 
workers would be “shot out of the trees” if they went 
to work on the cut rates. But Sheriff McCall KNOWS 
that Axilrod did not even have so much as a pocket- 
snife for a weapon when he was arrested and thrown 
in the Lake County jail at Tavares. 

SHERIFF MCCALL PICKED UP AND 
HAULED INTO VARIOUS JAILS IN LAKE 
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COUNTY - WITH THE HELP OF LOCAL 
POLICE AND STATE HIGHWAY PATROL 
CARS - AT LEAST SEVEN ADDITIONAL 
AMERICAN CITIZENS - AGAINST WHOM HE 
HAD NO WARRANTS OR SPECIFIED CHAR- 
GES. SIX OF THESE PERSONS WERE LATER 
TOLD TO GET OUT OF LAKE COUNTY AND 
NEVER COME BACK ——— OR ELSE. ~ 

THE ONLY INTIMIDATION CAMPAIGN IN 
LAKE COUNTY —— Backed up by guns —— And 
threats of shooting —— WAS THE CAMPAIGN 
WHICH SHERIFF McCALL DIRECTED FROM 
THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE IN TAVARES! 

A sheriff or a police officer who interferes with 


workers organizing a union or with union represen- 


tatives assisting workers to organize a union by dis- 
tributing leaflets or holding meetings, may be prose- 
cuted an dsubjected to fine and imprisonment under 
laws of the United States. This is so because the right 
to organize is protected by the Constitution and Law 
of the United States. 

THE UNITED STATES CRIMINAL CODE - 
SECTION 20 (18 U.S.C.A. See. 52) 

“Whoever, under color 
of any law, statute, ordi- 
nance, regulation, or 
custom, wilfully subjects, 
or causes to be subjected, 
any inhabitant of any 
State, Territory, or Dis- 
trict, to the deprivation 
of any rights, privileges 
or immunities, secured 
or protected by the Con- 
stitution and laws of the 
United States — shall be 
fined not more then 
$1000, or imprisoned not 
more than one year or both.” 





This message is dropped to you by plane — 
because Sheriff McCall has barred Lake County to 
free entry by American Citizens. But in spite of 
Sheriff McCall —— THE AIR OF AMERICA —— 
IS STILL FREE! 


ISSUED BY: 
FLORIDA CITRUS WORKERS COUNCIL 
4-4-48 





Labor Organizations 
Come To Lake County 


came to Lake County claiming to represent the 

C.L.0. A.F.L, labor organizations came to Lake 
County and started agitating labor with unethical 
tactics. They were holding a meeting in the colored 
masonic hal! in Umatilla. At one of the meetings 
someone drove by and shot a load of birdshot in one of 
the windows. Fortunately, no one was seriously 
harmed. Some seattering glass and a few ricochet- 
ting birdshot put a few scratches on two or three 
occupants. Otis Nations would cal! his boss, Ralph 


I n nineteen hundred fifty-five Otis Nations 


Helstein in Chicago, and Ralph Helstein would wire 
the governor requesting he remove me from office at 
the same time giving a copy of the telegram to the 
press. 

The governor would read about it in the morning 
paper while having his breakfast. When he got to the 
office, the telegram would be handed to him that he 
had already read in the morning paper. This 
accounts for one of the many investigations I had to 
go through. I requested help from the F.B.L. and the 
governor to investigate as to who did the shooting. No 
one could come up with the answer. 








TEXAS RANGERS 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 


Camp Mabry 
Austin 
September 26, 1950 
Hon. M. M. Kirkman, Director 
Department of Public Safety 
Tallahassee, Florida 


Dear Director Kirkman: 


It has been brought to our attention that one Otis G. Nation is now residing in Miami, Florida, 
and had attempted to go to work for the State Attorney of Your State as a Special Investigator 
on Subversive Activities. 


As this subject is a native of Oklahoma and a prior resident of this State, we did not know 
whether or not this subject was known to your Department, and, therefore, have taken it upon 
myself to advise you that subject, OTIS GRADY NATION, has long been known as a active 
member in the Communist Party, labor organizer and agitator. Subject was born in Damon, 
Oklahoma; in 1945, was described as 35 years of age, 5'4", brown hair, hazel eyes and light com- 
plexion. Subject has relatives in Texas and Oklahoma. In 1940, he was investigated in Oklahoma 
City by the police department for communist activities; was arrested in Oklahoma City in com- 
pany with ALLAN SHAW, exclusively for District #20 of the Communist Party, USA. Subject 
was an organizer of the Texas Fruit and Vegetable Workers Union & CIO, Local #30, at Mer- 
cedes, Texas, and caused considerable trouble in that area. 


Subject was taken into the Army, ASN.38708798, and was reported on 9-10-48 as AWOL from 
Camp Adair, Oregon, and was returned to Ft. Lawton, Washington, on 3-10-47. On July 15th, 
1949, was engaged in the laundry business in Stinnett, Texas. 
Trusting that this information will be of interest and benefit to you, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 


Homer Garrison 
Director 


HGJ:dde 
Note: Referred to you for your information by Glenn G. Minsey, State Attorney, 
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District Council No. 1 “© SONSFR SIO LEADER 
Elects New Officers: 
Wiggs Named President 


MULBERRY— District Council No. 1 ICWU lhield their 
annual election mecting Thursday, Jan. 31 und elected 
a ful) slate of officers for 1952. 

Heading the council for the coming year as president 
is Marion Wiggs, Local 35. Wiggs, who is recarded as 
one of the outstanding Inborj-—————————— 
feet ry eee eo Other officers clerted are, Vice 
Pit Pro Louny Ail Shaws rn yet 
Pe oe President T. 1. Stiveens, Loval 30; 

Veteran Financial Secretary |T¢c@ding secretary, Dewey gi 
Roy Slewart, Local 31, was re-|Brooks, Local 3!. ‘Trustees, J. 3a 
elected to the post he hag held |Harley Thomas tehalriant, Lo- § 
several years. Mr. Stewart was/cal 36; John E. Miuneack, Loral § 
praised last summer for his out-/37, and Robert L. Parker, Local gl 
standing work ag financial secre- |35, 
tary to the entertainment com-]| The district council is composed B 
mittee when the local unlonsjof 10 jocal unions in the plos- ® 
were hosts to the International |phate and chemical industry in F | 
|Convention in Tampa. Central Florica. Otis G. Nation who has been investigated by police of three 

states for Communist connections, reported as discharged by 
CIO as leader in citrus fleld. 


WESTERN _ 
UNION 


WwW. P. MARBHALL, Paanoer 











ORA114 45 COLLECT=DU OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLA OCT 25 2 10PNC= 
-VILLIS V iwCCALL= 
=<SHERIFF LAKE COUNTY TAVARES FLO= 


RETEL 10-25-55 OTIS GRADY NATION. FBI TRANSCRIPT REVEALS 
FOLLOWING ARREST. PD. OCPD, 62740, VAN NO SUPPORT. FINED 
$20. SO ORLANDO, FLORIDA 8-4-43, REC EM LABOR (C10) 
SHEIFFUS OFFICE ORLANDO, FLORIDA, 10-29-43 ADULTERY. 

QUR RECORDS SHOW SUBJECT IS CIO ORGANIZER AND TROUBLE 
WAKE R= 2 


=ROY J BERGMAN CHIEF OF POLICE= D4 OP: 
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C.1.0. FIRES NATION 
“DISHONEST DEALINGS” 
GIVEN AS CAUSE 


The wide-open split in the CIO which the Soutitern 
Labor Journal predicted several weeks ago was con- 
firmed early this week when CIO headquarters announced 
that Otis Grady Nation, its top hatchet man and agitator, 


was no longer on the payroll. 


He was removed for whal was 
vermed “dishonest dealings with 
the union and the workers and 
concealing certain facts.” The 
union refused to deny the rumor 
‘hat there is a considerable cash 
shortage in union dues entrusted 
to Nation's custody. One union 
official sald he “did not have the 
eightest idea as to Nation's pres: 
ent whereabouts." 

Since the first of the year the 
Southern Labor Journal has been 
exposing Nation's backbround, 
including his police record and 
his association with known Com- 
munist leaders. 

Prior to these exposes Nation 
was the CIO leader in the raiding 
drives in the citrus industry and 
openly boasted that he would 
bring the Industry to Its knees, 

The publicity directed at these 
activities caused the CIO to fire 
Nation's assistant, Arthur Leary, 
several weeks ago, 

Informed observers say that the 
firing of Natlon js not the only 
headache faced by the CIO board 
of strategy, and the split gocs 
right up to the state director, 
Charles J. Cowl, who has long 
heen known as an ardent anti- 
Communist. 

It would surprise no one if 
Cow! decided he had enough of 
these associations and left for 
other flelds. This development 
will be watched with Interest. 


1 
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AMPA, FLORIDA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1955 


McCall Charges Union 
Organizer Otis Nation Has 
Record Of 3 Convictions 


TAVARES, Oct, 26.—(y 
Staff Writer)-— Willis MeCall, 
Jake County sheriff, today 
chatged that | 
Otis Nation, Bg! 
leader of a CIO Ra 
wnion attempt-FF © 
ing to organize 
citrus pickers, is § 
an tndesirahle We. oY 
citizen because pe” 
no: a criminal Bile 
background. | 

MeCall's stalc- Be 
nent follows: , 

“L have In my 
possession a file” 
covering the ac- McCall 
livilies of Ollx G. Nation for 
the past several years, complied 
by a very compctent detictive 
agency of this stale. 

“This report reveals that Ol! 
(irady Nation has been arrested 
eeveral times In various parts 
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of (he United States with three 
knewn convictions: June 27, 
1040, Oklahoma City, Okla., $20 
fine for vagrancy; Oct. 19, 1943, 
Orlando, Fla,, $1500 flneor one 
vear, fine pald; May 26, 1947, 
one year In the federal deten- 
tion camp at Camp Cook, Callf., 
for desertion of armed service. 

"TL alao have documents which 
connect him with the Commu- 
nist Party and known Commu- 
nist personnel on several occa- 
sions, Also, reports from polire 
departments from various sec- 
tlons of the United States along 
with ane state agency branding 
him as a trouble maker. 

“| also have quite a file of 
newspaper clippings showing 
trouble caused by National on 
severnl occasions jn various 
paris of the country,” 

McCall's statement was no- 
larized. 








came to Mount Dora and entered the public 

school. It was obvious that they were not 
white and there was so much protest from the school 
patrons, Professor Roseborough could not sleep for 
the phone calls. This was before the court had issued 
the blanket order for all schools to integrate. I went 
with Professor Reseborough to the Platt home. I did 
not at any lime go to the school and yank the Platt 
children out of school, as you probably read about in 
so many papers throughout the country. They 
claimed to be Croatan Indians. This was correct as 
far as | was able to find out. They claimed to be 
crossed with white blood. I noted that their features 
were more Afro that Indian and I suggested that 
they stay home until the matter could be resolved. 
Had | ignored the professor’s request, I could have 
been cited for failing to do my duty. 

You can imagine what hit the liberal press at that 
time, Mable Norris Reese branded me the sheriff 
that called white children black. Many liberal cor- 
respondents grabbed this phrase and ran with it like 
a bear headed for a honey tree, and it was printed as 
fact all over the country. 

Now we all know that to cross an Indian with a 
white you get a lighter skin, definately not darker 
skin with short kinkie hair. Indians have long 
straight hair. I did not make this remark to be dis- 
respectful to anyone, It is merely the facts as they 
were. The accusations got so hot I went to South 
Carolina to the Bureau of Vital Statistics and got the 
birth certificates from several generations of the 
family in question, and still have them in my poses- 
sion. There is not the first white in the entire lot in the 


a here was the case about the Platt family that 
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The Platt Case 


space prepared for the race. They are all certified 
copies. They were registered Negro, Colored, Mul- 
atto or Croatan Indian. 

I never, at any time, tried to interfere with the 
interrogation order after it came into effect, even 
though I did not agree with al! the aspects of the 
ruling. 

If a law is a bad one or unpopular it does not give 
law enforcement officials the right to ignore them. 
When called upon, it is his sworn duty to enforce the 
law. If you don't like the law, work to get it changed. 
do not asked the sheriff to break the law by shuning 
his duty. 





DENZELL, 17, whose olive-brown skin barred 
him from movie theater, indirectly led to trou-— 
bles at the school. 
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FLORIDA SHERIFF CALLS WHITE FAMILY BLACK 


Barred from school because of broad noses, brown skins, Platts fight “Negro” label 
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Dealing With Civil Rights 
Demonstrations 


uring the transition of integration there 
ID were many do-gooder groups that had the 
feeling that the end justifies the means. | 
happened to be of the old school of law and order. Ifa 
law is not good, or if someone feels it is unfair, or It 
just so happens not to fit ones fancy, in my opinion, 
the way to change it is through the proper channels, 
either the legislature or the courts. 

There were these so called civil rights groups 
everywhere. They went under a non-violent guise. 
There turned up violence. To maintain peace through 
law and order, if a judge felt it to be for the best 
interest of life and property, he would issue a court 
order for no public demonstration at that time. Inev- 
itably these so-called non-violent people would vio- 
late the law and march anyway. They had demon- 
strations of great violence in many places all over the 
nation, Caused multi-millions of dollars in property 
damage, along with lives and numerous personal 
injuries. A great section of Washington D.C. was 
destroyed by fire. 

Bobby Kennedy, who was occupying the attorney 
general's seat at the time, refused to take any steps to 
protect lives and property. We allsaw on T.V. people 
breaking store windows and walking out with loads 
of clothing, jewelry, guns, liquor, T. V. sets, you name 
it. There were policemen standing on the street 
corner watching and doing nothing for fear that the 
attorney general! would prosecute them for violating 
the civil rights of some brazen criminals. 

When the outside trouble-makers would gather in 
a town in Florida, the sheriffs prepared a list of 
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license tag numbers and names and passed them on 
to each other to recognize these people and stop 
things before they got out of hand. In all of the 
counties joining Lake County they had serious trou- 
ble. I happened to have a niece working in the super- 
intendant’s office in Alachua County. During a civil 
disturbance there one night some vandles broke into 
their office and tore up things in general. They seat- 
tered records all over the place and urinated on the 
desk. They had destructive riots in Jacksonville, 
Daytona Beach, Orlando and several central Florida 
counties. Sumpter was the only county joining Lake 
that had little or practically no trouble. In Lake 
County I let it be known that we're in no position to 
tolerate such disgraceful flagrant law violations. We 
were not going to have it, period. And by golly, we 
didn’t. 

On one occasion I heard through the grapevine 
that a bus load of trouble-makers were headed for 
Lake County. I met the bus north of Leesburg and 
told them that the first one that started trouble 
would land in jail. I convinced them to turn around 
and go back where they came from. On another 
occasion | learned that a group of the same trouble- 
makers that had been engaged in trouble in several 
other counties were planning to hold a meeting in 
Leesburg, in a colored church. I wrote down license 
numbers and several corresponded with the ones 
that were in meetings where they had rioted and 
committed other illegal acts in other places in Flor- 
ida. | had several deputy cars, each had two men and 
a police dog in it. They drove by the church and 





moved on out of sight. Then I drove back by in a few 
minutes. One of the loca] deacons ran out in the street 
and waved me down and asked me what was hap- 
pening. | replied that I didn’t know and maybe you 
can tell me. He replied, “we are just having achurch 
meeting.” Linformed him to go back in there and tell 
those folks if they were conducting a meeting per- 
taining to church affairs, and anyone interfered in 
anyway, that 1 was ready and well equipped to pro- 
tect them and would be happy to do so. However, if 
anyone had in mind tocause trouble and riot, such as 
had occurred in neighboring counties, may the Lord 
have mercy on their souls. I was well equipped to 
handle the situation and regardless of what someone 
might have led them to believe, that all violators 
would be delt with promptly. Within a few minutes 
silk suits and fancy briefcases came strolling out of 
the church and departed for parts unknown. 


Eustis High School 


We had one occasion in Lake County, it was called 
to my attention, that some trouble was brewing at 
the Eustis High School. I felt I should check into it. 
When I got there school had already been dismissed 
for the day. There wasa group of blacks on one side of 
the campus and a group of whites on the other side. 
There was name calling and threats passing between 
the groups. The principal apparently was doing 
nothing about it. He did ask them to go home. When 
they refused, he still did nothing about it. This all 
started when a colored boy tore the blouse off a white 
girl in the hallway of the school and her boyfriend 
took exception toit and they tangled up. At this point, 
several colored boys joined in. They had stopped the 
fight but they refused to go home. After seeing that 
the principal was not getting anywhere, | ordered 
several deputies to come near the school and stay out 
of sight unless I needed them. Then I asked everyone 
to leave the school and go home. The white boys left 
immediately, but someone had told the colored 
group that they didn’t have to listen to us, that we had 
no right toorder them home. At this point I advised 
them of the Unlawful Assembly Act. They were in 
violation and if they did not comply with our request 
at once, they would be delt with accordingly. They 
grudgingly left. At this time the deputies showed up 
and kept them moving. One of them threw a rock 
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that hit. a florist van. Not knowing who threw it, we 
ignored itand kept them moving. They gathered ata 
store several blocks away and stopped, shouting obs- 
cenities. | ordered them to break it up and I over- 
heard a black adult that I assumed to be a teacher, 
tell them that this is a public place and they have no 
right to make you leave. You can stay as long as you 
want to. There was nothing they can do about it, | 
happened to hear what he said and I asked him, 
“what was that you said to those kids?” His reply was, 
“oh, Just told them that we don’t want any trouble.” I 
replied, “that was not what I understood, but if that is 
what you said, that was good advice and if you are 
sincere about not wanting any trouble, then you had 
better get them started home now,” At that, he did 
get them to go, except for one overgrown teenager 
about six feet two inches, two hundred and thirty 
pounds or so, He leaned up againsta gas pump witha 
contemptable snear on his face. I asked him if he 
misunderstood what | said. He snarled back, “I am 
waiting for somebody.” I replied that I had a trained 
German Shepherd attack dog in the car that is just 
waiting for me to give him the signal and he wil! 
have a mouthful of your back side or whatever. He 
took the hint and went home and this ended the 
disturbance. 

The next day the school board happened to be 
meeting. I went to the meeting and advised them that 
they needed to give the principal] at the Eustis High 
School some instructions on how to handle the situa- 
tion. | was afraid some serious trouble would come 
up. They contacted the principal. I was informed the 
principal called for an assembly the next morning te 
talk to the students. There were too many to all meet 
in the auditorium at one time, so he called the sev- 
enth, eighth and ninth grades for the first session. | 
made it a point to be there. It came out that a little 
gir] that was frightened during the disturbance hac 
run across the street to a neighbor and called her 
parents to come and get her. One of the teachers 
called her to come back to the school yard. The 
neighbor intervened and told the little girl to stay 
there until her parents arrived, which she did. She 
was afraid to go back to theschool for fear she might 
get hurt. 

This disturbed the prncipal, so he started out 
scolding the little girl for her act. He stated he 
wanted everyone there to understand that they were 
to bring their complaints to him and not leave the 








school without permission. This would not be toler- 
ated. All complaints would be handled by him. The 
fact was that he was about to let it get outof hand and 
the children were getting scared. He remarked that 
there was no child, no parent, no policeman, no sher- 
#f or anyone else that would run this school, that it 
was his responsibility and he wanted that 
understood. 

After he had his say, | asked if I could say a few 
words. After a little stuttering and clearing his 
throat, he consented. I stated that he was right, that 
it was his responsibility and it was high time that he 
took the bull by the horns and did the job. If he let 
things goon like they did yesterday, things would get 
out of hand and it would be too late. “Since you stated 
your responsibility, I will state mine. It is my respon- 
sibility to protect the lives and property of the people 
of Lake County and you can bet your bottom dollar I 
will do just that, If it means putting everyone that 
interferes with my effort in jail, and that goes for you 
‘oo, sir", and I sat down. Assembled in the next 
session were the tenth, eleventh and twelfth grades. 
He gave them some good advice. He did not mention 
anything about anyone else interfering this time, so I 
just listened and said nothing. That was the last of 
eny near riots in Lake County schools. All was as 
ceaceful as could be expected during the integration 
transition. Both sides had some getting used to the 
situation at hand, We had no riots or property dam- 
age in Lake County. I was branded “hate monger 
racist”, “Negro hater", you name it. I had no trouble 
whatsoever with the law abiding white or blacks, 
enly the lawless troublemakers, and I am proud of 
my record in keeping the peace. 

Even though I was called everything but a child of 
God, and accused of everything except taking a bath, 
the Lord had to be with me to lead me through such 
perilous times. Regardless of the lies and inuendos 
printed by some segments of the ultra liberal press, I 
picked on no one. Naturally, when you enforce the 
‘aw, the hard-core violators will hate you. That is par 
for the course and it is to be expected. Unfortunately 
there is always some biased do-gooder or eager 
beaver looking to make a name for him or herself by 
orinting a sensational story that they will print any- 
thing they read or hear without seeking the true 
facts. 
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The Leesburg Myth 


There was a report that came in that there was a 
man who had gone berserk and was shooting at 
everyone that passed by. I went with a deputy to 
investigate, When we arrived, the complaining wit- 
ness pointed the house out to us. It was pitch dark 
inside with flood lights all over the yard. They 
warned us to be careful as he had a gun. Now this 
was a pretty hairy situation. I rushed up to a large 
oak tree with the tree between me and the house. 
This was an uneasy feeling as you never know whata 
mentally disturbed person will do, and too, I could 
not tell exactly if the person was in the house. | had 
flood lights all around me. | called and identified 
myself and a man stepped out on the porch and his 
explanation was altogether different. 

It turned out that some teenagers had been hot- 
rodding by his house and spun around in his yard. 
They refused to heed his request to stop, so the next 
time they came by, he discharged a shot in the air. He 
said, “I was not shooting at them, | was only trying to 
get their attention.” Before | left, the kids promised 
no more hot-rodding and the man promised no more 
shooting. Boy, | was glad to get this one behind meas 
I had no way of knowing what to expect when | 
arrived at the scene. 


Groveland Family Feud 


On one oceasion, I was called to Groveland to a 
family feud. The man had run everyone off with a 
shotgun. He had shot a hole in the floor. When I 
arrived he met me at the door with a twenty gauge 
shotgun. I listened to his troubles, trying not to rile 
him anymore, Lasked him to give me his gun and his 
answer was “hell no.” I then asked him to let me in to 
talk things over. He invited me inside and to be 
seated in a breakfast nook. He poured us each a cup 
of coffee, still hanging to his gun. After a while of 
talking (mostly listening to him), he became more 
relaxed. | pointed to the door behind him and asked 
“who is that?” When he looked around I grabbed the 
gun and kept it out of his reach. I called for the local 
police, who had been watching through the window, 
to come in and we took him into custedy and then to 
jail. After a couple of days he had sobered up and his 
family refused to press charges and he was released. 


The Fish Camp Nudists 


One time I got a call from Mincey’s Fish Camp at 
the east end of the old wooden bridge that crossed 
Lake Harris between Howey and Astatula. The men 
folks were away on business and the lady folks were 
holding down the fort at that time. It happened that 
some fellows driving an old cut down car had come in 
after some beer. They had already had enough when 
they arrived, and after another round or two, they 
became very rowdy. The attendants refused to serve 
them anymore. At this, the fellows became very bel- 
ligerent and demanded more beer. They were told if 
they would go outside to drink it, they could have 
another and they agreed. As soon as they walked out 
the door the ladies locked the door and turned out the 
lights. This is where the fun began. 

One of the fellows had lost some money, or thought 
he had. He accused one of his buddies of taking the 
money. To prove he didn’t have it, the accused took 
off all his clothes and laid them on the hood of the car 
and invited the accuser to search them. Proving his 
point, he said “now, if you $.0.B.’s don’t have the 
money, take off your clothes.” After so doing, the 
three of them told the accuser to remove his clothes, 
also. Not finding the money in dispute, the four of 
them, with their clothes on the hood of the ear, 
engaged in a free for all. It was hard to believe that 
four naked men were out there fighting. Knowing 
the caller, I figured there must be something to it. 
When | got there, they were still fighting, all too 
drunk to hurt anyone very much. There was money 
lying all around and some trampled in the sand, 
With some effort, we got the clothes back on the 
fellows and picked up all the money we could find 
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and placed the men in jail. Later, they all paid fines 
for public drunkenness, obstructing the peace and 
indecent exposure. These four men were white. 

Getting back to the liberal left wing press, after 
reading some episodes we had in Lake County, for 
the most part, we all wish had never happened. Since 
they did happen, we handled them as properly as the 
culprets would let us. The press was usually critica! 
of the officers and favored the poor, mistreated 
criminal. 

The National Negro Congress got into the act. 
Letters that follow will show what radical groups are 
capable of doing. The stamps on the envelopes will 
show that I turned them over to the F.B.1. for inves- 
tigation. After that I never received anymore cor- 
respondence from them. The headquarters address 
being on the envelopes and the letters being signed 
by Rufus T, Washington, II], Grand Vicor and Impe- 
rial Pontiff Regent. Quite a title isn't it? Even though 
the letters stopped coming, I never heard of nothing 
being done about it. I often wondered what should 
have happened if I had written such obscene letters 
tothem. Little Bobbie Kennedy probably would have 
hatched up some king of charges against me. At least 
put me through a lengthy, time consuming investiga- 
tion. The following document is page #122 of “The 
Guide to Subversive Organizations” prepared and 
released by the committee on un-American activi- 
ties, U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, 
D.C, which will speak for itself. [ have many more 
incidents that bring out the fact that the communist 
party and the usual! run-of-the-mill political enemies 
made rough sailing for me. Thank God it took them 
twenty-eight years to get me and then through 
devious methods. 








NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS OF U.S.A. 
Supreme Headquarters, Inc. 
1239 Bedford Avenue 
Brooklyn,N.Y. 


27 Auguat 1959 


Sheriff Willis McCall 
Lake County, Florida 


Siri 


National Negro Congress, at its plenary 
session in convention, informa you that you have 
thia day been tried in absentia and condemend to 
death for your crimes against the gla icus Negro Race} 


We have sent you orders to all members and 
sympathizers Km in your miserable lOth rate state to 
sturt a rebellion and to capture you alive. You will 
then be tarred ani feathered and strunz upt the 
nearest tree. After that you will be drawn and quarter 
ed and your stinking carcass throw, to the davs, That 
will be the end of you = you nogood white sonofab!tch. 


Soon there will be full integration in your lousy 
utute. Negros will be in full chu ge of the schools una 
they will sit in Congress and in the Stete Legislature! 


The glortous Negru Rece has suffered long enough 
at the hands of you white bastards Now your time has 
come and you will not live to see a Negro President in 
the White House! 


Sincerely yours 
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Rtn wo 
Condemned Gr: ee je: eee 





| ts LABORATORY —2_- 
We of rhe Seanish and NMegre 2 iia ed ; 
Crymiraxrien Of Chitage, Arve de - 

Cided fa shotgun puv Pe up-blank. 


You will n0t egespe this verdict 
Jour fare Sha came Lepore Vanvary 


ABH 1960, Unless OVP Now Jork orgint - 
zation Changes fhe dale, 
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COURAGEOUS ACTION 


tinct wervice tu the state of Florida has been 
xy Sheriff W. V. McCall of Lake County, whose 
and courageous action in a tense situation at 
has prevented the lynching of three Negroes 
of raping a white woman, Sheriff McCall and 
ates, defying an angry mob intent on taking 
to its own hands, concealed the suspects, then 
hem away to be safely confined at Raiford 
hile doing so, he obtained the confessions of 
is to the crime, he reported. 


the Negroes safely confined, Anicrican justice 
lowed to take ita course in meting out punish- 
vhat our civilization considers one of the most 
of crimes. But the seriousness of the offense 
way condone giving free rein to the passions of 
lorida courta can be depended on to see thal 
tice is rendered in this case. 

eriff McCall has shown the same laxness in 
ut the obligations of his office that too many 
heriffs have ehowh in the past, Florida would 
ved a blot on its record that would have taken 
vrase and the South would have encountered 
vra in ite struggle to acttle ita own problems it- 
aff McCall deserves the thanks of Florida and 
for his devotion to the obligations of his office. 





group, as well a 


eds Seek to Smear Him; 


Hits Article In Magazine 


“Ty we “4 1 eurpation of pow by anv jmdividunl or 
om a pytee tPe eieAcatse- Santee eae wailer-raied,” was 
Sheriff Willie V. McColl’s reaction to an article that appears in 
the December issue of Coronet magazine. 

Sheriff McCall's «taternent follows: | 

The derogatory bias and unfavorable statements in this ar- 
ticle are a part of the conspiracy to stop me from exposing the 
Communist party ond we pearl _ to “2G Siete, afraid to 
do vo for fear the type of publicity they might receive. 

“To slop me hs tehine issue with these left-winged ele- 
ments and exposing them every opportunity I have, it will take 
more than the polsuned pen of a left-winged or ultra-liberal 
writer. T intend to fieht for my heritage and American principles 
ns was handed to us by our American forvfathe:s, as long as b 
live, 


“J am od to weurpation of power by ary individual or 


group. As well as being Jowrated, berated, and under-rated by 


this article, 1 feo) that the statement describing me as the most 
powerful man in Lake County was very much over-rated. I prefer 
to be referred to as a dependable, ordinary citizen of Lake County, 
elected to the position of Sheriff with a mandate from the peuple 
to enforce the laws fiercely. 

“A man is known by his enemies as well as his friends. T am 
proud of my many friends, however, I would hate to be on a 
friendly iste with sane subversive ups and follow travelers 
(hat 1 know, as this would only brand me to be in favor of thelr 
program to wreck and overthrow the Constitution of the United 
States, 

Tris type people will never agree with me or eive me fvor- 
able publicity for they know that I do not only talk Americanism, 
but speak oppesitien to Communist and take active and effective 
measures to fight them at every opportunity. 
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Sheriff Says NAACP and 
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Prepared acd relessed by the 
Commitioe on Un-American Activities, U.S. House of Representatives 
Washiogtoa, D.C, 


79 








122 GUIDE TO SUBVERSIVE ORGANIZATIONS 


5. A. Philip Randolph, president of the Congress since its inception 
in 1936 petated-to run again in April 1940 “on the ground that 


it was ‘deliberately packed with | unists and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations members who were either Communists 
or § mpathizers with Communists,’ 


‘ommencing with its formation in 1936, Communist Party 
functionaries and ‘fellow travelers’ have figured prominently in 
the londership and affairs of the Congress * * * according to 
A, Philip Randolph, John P. Davis, secretary of the congress, 
has admitted that the Communist Party contributed $100 a 
month to its support. <4 

“From the record of its activities and the composition of its 
governing bodies, there can be little doubt that it has served as 
what James W. Ford, Communist Vice Presidential candidate 
elected to the executive committee in 1937, prodicted: ‘An impor- 
tant sector of the democratic front,’ sponsored and supported by 



















the Communist Party.” | 

(Attorney General Francia Biddle, Congressional Record, 

—~~—»-_ September 24, 1942, pp. 7687 and 7688.) . 7 

fo Nap py ee 

Negroes is known ationa : : 
officers of the National Negro Con outspoken Communist 
sympathizers, and a majority of those on the executive board are 
outright Communists.” _ — = - - 
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Annual Re- 
port, House 2, January 3, 1939, p. 81; alao cited in 


House Report 2277, June 26, 1942, p. 20; and in House Re- 
port 1311 on the CIO Political Action ommittee, March 
29, 1944, p. 180.) 

5. Cited as among “the most prominent and important Communist 
Negro fronts in the past. * * * Manning Johnaon stated that 
* * * it was decided the Communist Party should organize the 
National N Congress [and] * * * that James W. Ford and 
the Negro Commission of the Communist Purty were given the 
responsibility * * * Mrs, Dorothy K, Funn * * * atated that 
the National Negro Congress was a puppet of the Communist 
Purty and that the program * * * waa dictated by the Negro 
Commission of the Communist Party. * * * Mrs, Funn also ex- 
plained that the National Negro Congress ceased to oxist in 1947 
nnd that its activities were turned over to the Civil Rights 


Congress * * *.” 
(Committee on Un-American Aotivities, Report on The 
Amerwan Negro in the Communist Party, December £2, 
195§, pp. 10, 11.) 
NATIONAL NEGRO LABOR CONGRESS 
1. Cited as among “the most prominent and important Communist 
Negro fronts in the past.” ) 
(Committes on Un-American Activi Report on The 


American Negro in the Communiat Party, December 22, 
1964, p. 10.) 
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The June Ritter Murder 


here was the case where Marie Dean Arring- 
| ton, a@ colored woman that got upset at 
Robert Pierce, public defender, because he 
negotiated a plea bargaining with the State on sev- 
eral cases. Some were felony cases and one robbery 
that resulted in a lighter sentence for her son. She 
felt he should have been slapped on the wrist and 
released. Marie Arrington was out under an appeal 
bond for killing her husband in Volusia County. 

After threatening letters and phone calls were of 
no avail, Arrington took it upon herself to go to the 
public defenders office one day around noon in the 
heart of Leesburg in broad, open daylight. By some 
means she either forced or persuaded June Ritter, 
Mr. Pierce's secrtary to get into Mrs. Ritter’s own car 
and drove her out into a remote grove section 
between Howey and Clermont and shot her several 
times. Arrington then put Ritter into the trunk of her 
car and drove to Daytona Beach. On the way over, 
she drove off the main road in a remote area by a 
small lake and dumped her body about forty-five 
miles from the murder scene. After spending some 
time with some friends in Daytona, she returned to 
Lake County and ditched Ritter’s car ina heavy Oak 
Hammock on the Treasure Island Road. 

All the threats made by Arrington made her a 
prime suspect. The Leesburg Police picked her up 
for questioning but at that time there was not enough 
evidence to hold her. However, an acquaintance of 
Arrington’s was returning from Daytona that same 
day and had followed her from Deland to Eustis. 
When they got to Eustis, he turned left at Bay Street 
and Arrington turned right. Arrington took the 
route around the north side of Lake Eustis through 
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Grand Island and Lisbon to Leesburg. Every avail- 
able law officer was combing the county for Ritter’s 
car. It was on the Treasure Island Road in the heavy 
Oak Hammock that Doug Sewell spotted Ritter’s car 
abandoned. There was blood in the trunk and blood 
and human hair on the chasis under the car. That got 
there when Arrington ran over Ritter after shooting 
her. Chief Perry of Leesburg picked Arrington up 
again. After lengthy questioning, we could never 
figure out why, but she finally said she would talk to 
the sheriff, but no one else. By the time I got there the 
chief had gotten enough evidence to hold her for 
further questioning. 

We went into the chief's office and she admitted 
the whole thing. lasked where Ritter’s car keys were 
and she told me they were at her house behind the 
bath tub, and there they were with a letter to the 
public defender, Pierce, She intended to send June 
Ritter’s ring along with the letter telling Bob Pierce 
if he ever wanted to see Ritter alive again, he had 
better get the boy released soon. We will never know 
why she decided to talk to me, as she was mad at me 
also for her son’s conviction. She said in a letter to me 
that she knew it would be hard to get me but she 
knew where my children went to school and where 
my wife went to the beauty parlor, and if they came 
up missing, I could look in the bottom of the lake for 
them unless I helped get her son freed from prison. 
Her letters were not signed, but it was no trouble 
comparing the handwriting. Even an amateur could 
have told. After reading the Maranda Act to advise 
her of her civil rights once more, that she had the 
right to an attorney and if shedid not have the means 
to get one, she would have one furnished by thestate, 


she took us to the scene of the murder. There we 
found one of June Ritter’s shoes, tire marks and other 
evidence. Arrington was charged with murder and 
tried under a change of venue, Hernando County, in 
Brooksville. She was convicted of murder and sent- 
enced to die in Florida’s electric chair. After some 
time, Reuben Askew, who was governor at the time 
and never believed in capitol punishment, commut- 
ted her sentence to life in prison. She was transferred 
from Raiford to the Woman’s Correctional Institu- 
tion in Lowell. In a few months she escaped and was 
gone for over two years. 

I got a phone call one night about midnight and I 
was asked, “Is this sheriff McCall?” I replied “Yes, 
this is Sheriff Willis V. McCall.” She told me, “I want 
you to know I have a contract on your life.” I recog- 
nized her voice and asked where she was? She 


refused to tell. I told her we would get her sooner or 
later and it would be better if she would turn herself 
in, At that she laughed on the phone. I told her that! 
would lose no sleep over such remarks and for her to 
tell whoever she sent to do the job that he had better 
do a good one on the first shot or it would be him 
instead of me. I heard no more until she was cap- 
tured and returned to maximum security at the 
woman's prison in Lowell. By the way, she was the 
only woman on the F.B.I. “Ten Most Wanted List.” 
She is still in prison at this writing. 

Another trick she pulled, she wrote Judge Hall a 
letter and sent him a voo-doo doll with a hat pin stuck 
through its heart. The judge was fit to be tied for 
sometimes he couldn't take such things as calmly as 
some others could. 
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Vivian June Ritter 
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Marle Dean Arrington At The Preliminary Nearing 





Jury. 
‘First 


BROOKSVILLE - Marie Dean Arrington was adjudged 
guilty of murder in the first degree shortly before 4 p.m. 
today. 

The jury had the case presented to it at 11:52 this 
morning, deliberated one hour and ten minutes; took 55 
minutes for lunch and came back into the courtroom at 
3:35 p.m. 

They delivered a guilty verdict without a recommenda- 
tion for mercy against Marie Dean Arrington, charged 
with the malicious shooting death of legal secretary, Vivi- 
an June Ritter on April 22. 

Jury foreman, Dale Knott, intoned the jury decision to 
Judge D. R. Smith and the written verdict was handed 
down to the court clerk for reading in open court. 

Judge Smith complimented the jury for their attentive- 
ness, cooperation and conscientiousness and discharged 
them to go their separate ways. 

This is reported to be the first death penalty dealt in 
Hernando County. 
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Short Stories 


Kitty Litter 


l once had a lady call and request that I come to her 
house right away. She said a little neighbor boy was 
crawling around under the house and had disco- 
vered a litter of kittens. She wanted me to come over 
and get them out. I explained to her that I was 
subject to be called as a witness in court at any time. 
The judge had granted me the courtesy to stay in the 
office instead of sitting in the courtroom all day. She 
got real demanding and said even the court was not 
as important as getting those kittens out. She asked 
me what did we elect you sheriff for? I tried to reason 
with her the best 1 could. She still could not under- 
stand why the court could not wait a few minutes 
while I ran over to her house and retrieved the kit- 
tens. | told her that on my way home that afternoon 
that I would stop by and try to help her. Shesaid she 
might not be home later and that she wanted them 
out now. This was before we had countywide tele- 
phone service and it cost a dime to call me. I told her if 
she had given the little boy the dime, she could have 
had the job done. | asked her where her husband was 
and she said he was at the office and that he would 
have to change clothes and take a bath etc. I asked 
what do you think I would have to do? I don’t think 
that lady ever voted for me after that. 


o 


Call To Husband With D.T.’s 


I got a call from a lady in Fruitland Park request- 
ing help with her husband. He had been on a pro- 
longed drunk, acting erazy and neither she nor her 
neighbor friends could get him to go to the doctor, 
and she needed help. 

My wife and I drove up there and low and behold, 
it was an old boyhood friend that I attended gram- 
mar school with. He said “Hi, Willis, long time, no 
see,” We had our middle son with us and he was 
about two years old. Malcolm, our oldest son was 
about fifteen at the time. The man remarked “I 
didn’t know you had one that small. I remember 
Malcolm, how is he doing?” He talked with as much 
sense as any one except the family had taken him toa 
doctor in Tampa and the doctor had grafted some 
hair in his mouth and it was growing faster than he 
could get it out. He was standing before the bath- 
room mirror scraping his tongue with his pocket 
knife and throwing the hair in the waste basket. He 
said he had already dumped it several times. He said 
the hair varied in colors, some gold, some silver, some 
green, etc. and that some were thirty to forty feet 
long. He said here comes one now and he reached 
into his mouth and got one and handed me the end. 
He backed up holding the other end of what he 
thought was a hair that went all the way across the 
yard, and said “see what I mean?” Finally, I talked 
him into going to the doctor with his wife and neigh- 
bor. He said, “If you think I should, I will go, but he 
won't do me any good, God knows what he will putin 
my mouth the next time.” He got dried out and 
stayed sober for a while. He started drinking again 








and this time he didn't make it. It is too bad that some 
people that have trouble controlling strong drink 
ean't witness some of the things I have, surely some of 
them could see the results and slow down. 
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Doug Sewell And The Redwing 


Deputy Doug Sewell was called to a free-for-all at 
the Red Wing Tavern south of Groveland on State 
Road Thirty-Three, There was a two hundred sixty- 
five pounder about six-foot-three in command. He 
had everyone backed off. He started to give Doug 
some trouble and old Doug, with his dry humor 
asked for a beer crate. The bully asked him what he 
wanted with it. “I want something tostand on sol can 
reach high enough to knock the hell out of you.” 
Everyone started laughing and the big boy joined in 
the laughter and from that time on everything was 
calm and there was no more trouble. 


> 


I remember one time Deputy Yates was returning 
from Groveland with three Negro men on the back 
seat, before the days of the expanded metal cages. 
One of the men grabbed Yates around the neck when 
they were near Howey, They were traveling about 
fifty miles per hour, In the scuffle, the car left the 
road and wound up in a Black Jack Oak thicket 
barely missing a big oak tree. Yates managed to get 
the front door open and dragged the attacker over 
the back of the front seat and out on the ground, 
After the scuffle, the prisoner had a skinned spot on 
his head, was hand cuffed and headed to the jail. The 
other two gave no trouble and did not try to escape. 
Upon arrival, I asked if the other two tried to help. 
Ome of them said ‘Nosuh, hedidn't need no help. Dat 
Mr. Gates is swiff.” 


o 


One time I went up to a colored home to make an 
inquiry. When I knocked on the door the mother, 
who was busy with something in the back yard, told 


her little girl to see who that gentleman was knock- 
ing at the door. The little girl peeped around the 
corner of the house and yelled to her mother, 
“Mamma, dat ain't go genaman, it’s da high sheft.” 


° 





John R. (Doc) Jones, a long time friend who lives in 
Clermont, was the only Negro millionaire in Lake 
County, at that time, and maybe still is. He was a lot 
of help to me through the years. If |had a warrant for 
a person in that area, I would go to Doe and ask if he 
knew the person. He would tell me if he did. If the 
person wanted was trust-worthy, Doc would ask if I 
wanted him, did I happen to have a warrant for the 
person, I would tell Doe and he would ask when I 
wanted him. Sometimes I needed him right away or 
maybe there would be no particular hurry. Doc 
would either bring him or send him. He would go his 
bond or sometimes send a bond with him. If he was 
not trust-worthy, Doc would say he may have a little 
rabbit in him, meaning he might run out on us. I 
would go after him and lock him up. 

Doc Jones is a good story teller. He will tell a story 
on a Negro, acracker, a yankee, or whatever. Doc isa 
man with a great sense of humor and good business 
ability, Doc is a big fellow with gold teeth, always 
smiling, showing the big gold teeth. He is always 
ready to help anyone, white or black. I always kidded 
him that he never got around to lending me any 
money. I am sure that the life Doc has lived has 
earned him a seat in heaven, I am sure that if all the 
critics knew how many negro friends I have they 
would not believe it. The only blacks I ever had 
trouble with were law violators or trouble-makers. 
This was the case with the whites. The only differ- 
ence was when | arrested a white, it was soon forgot- 
ten. If it happened to be a black, left wing critics 
would jump on me with both feet. 


° 


| never enjoyed arresting anyone. I never shirked 
my duty, but would do it when necessary, or if there 
was areal mean person that was anti-social and that 
had committed a dastardly crime, I could arrest him 
without any regrets. However, the percentage of this 
kind was very few. 
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The Car Trunk Murder 


n March, nineteen seventy-one, I was scheduled 
| to address a group of people at a Silver Lake 
| Country Club dinner. My wife and I were 
already dressed for the occasion. 

We were just leaving home when the phone rang. 
There had been a double murder a few miles east of 
Eustis on State Road forty-four near Cassia. Deputy 
Scism was on the phone. I requested that hesummon 
some help. I told him of my appointment, as I would 
have to leave shortly and wanted everything well 
covered. 

It happened that a Fitchville, Conn. man and his 
wife, Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Puhlick, were being 
shown a small grove and home by a local real estate 
agent, Mr. Robert Brinkworth of Eustis, who hap- 
pened to be a distant cousin to Mrs. Puhlick. As they 
drove into the grove they came upon two young 
negro men opening a safe. The men were armed and 
ordered them out of the car and to put their valuables 
on the trunk of the ear. Mrs. Puhlick was a little slow 
in responding and one of the men shot her in the 
abdomen with a twenty-two pistol. She was a heavy 
woman and the small caliber gun did not knock her 
down, At this, they all complied except Mr. Puhlick 
who had layed his wallet with four hundred dollars 
in it on the floor before he got out of the car. They 
picked out what they wanted and ordered the vic- 
tims to get in the trunk. There was not room for all of 
therm, so they made them remove the spare tire and 
get in. At this point, they shut the trunk lid and 
riddled the truck and others parts of the car with a 
small, but high-powered Japanese rifle, killing Mrs. 
Puhlick and Mr. Brinkworth and wounding Mr. 
Puhlick in the arm and side. The men proceeded to 
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finish opening the safe. 

After the noise stopped and the other car drove 
away, Mr. Puhlick waited until he felt it was safe to 
try to get out. As luck would have it, one of the bullets 
struck the lock and he was able to get the trunk lid 
open and get out and stagger up to the house and get 
help to call the sheriff's office, 

The safe had nothing of value in it. It did have 
some valuable papers, deeds, insurance policies, etc. 
belonging to Mr, Glen Brown, who lives in a southern 
mansion-type home between Mount Dora and Sor- 
rento, On further checking, we found that Mr. 
Brown's house had been burgularized. The Browns 
were away on vacation. The safe and guns were 
stolen from the Brown home, 

I was late for the dinner, everyone had eaten and 
were thinking that I had stood them up when I[ 
arrived. I went ahead and delivered the address. 
After hearing my reason for being late, I was for- 
given and given a real good, belated meal. 

Later, we received word over the A.P.B. system 
that two young men who fit the description of these 
two took an elderly negro man out in an orange grove 
in Winter Garden. They tied him to an orange tree, 
took his car that fit the description of the car the men 
were driving, a nineteen seventy sedan, as best Mr. 
Puhlick could remember. Both Orange and Lake 
Counties put out an all-points bulletin on the car and 
the suspects. 

After a few days’ spending spree with the money 
taken from the first victim, the four hundred dollars 
found in Mr. Puhlick’s wallet, and picking up two 
speeding tickets in Georgia and South Carolina, a 
New Jersey State Trooper, Ryan, stopped them for 








running a red light. As Trooper Ryan gave chase, 
New Jersey Trooper Thomas Grabowski jein him. 
The troopers noticed the guns in the back seat of the 
car. They had picked up a girl, Terri Robinson, in 
Jacksonville, N.C. They were taken to headquarters 
where the driver was booked for running the light 
and all three were charged with possession of illegal 
guns. 

In checking the bulletin, they found the car was 
stolen in Orange County, FL. They, in turn, notified 
us. We called New Jersey and verified the guns were 
the ones stolen from Glen Brown's house. After find- 
ing out that the guns were Brown's guns we issued 
warrants for the two men for murder in the first 
degree. I sent three deputies, Don Scism, Merril] 
Allison and Carl Mabrey to New Jersey to bring 
them back to Lake County, where they were con- 
victed and sentenced to die in the electric chair. Gov- 
ernor Askew, a liberal that did not believe in capital 
punishment commuted their sentence to life impri- 
sonment. They are both in the state prison at Raiford. 
Demps has since murdered a fellow inmate, 
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tried again for murder and sentenced to die in the 
electric chair in this case. Like hundreds of others, he 
will sit there for several years, doing nothing, at 
some future date the governor signs a death war- 
rant. He will get some do-gooder lawyer looking to 
make a few easy dollars to go shopping for a liberal 
judge that will grant him astay of execution, causing 
more tax payer dollars to go down the drain. They 
care not about the innocent victim, only to get richer 
and make a name for themselves, even in cases that 
the supreme court has upheld the lower courts and 
refused their plea for leniency. 

I would certainly like to see the supreme court 
meet sometime and give all condemned persons a 
reasonable time to make their appeals. After that 
they have no more recourse than to abide by the 
sentence of the law, That would stop civil liberties 
lawyers and others from shopping all over the coun- 
try; New Orleans, Atlanta, Washington, D.C., Miami 
and many other cities, looking fora liberal judge who 
is looking for any excuse to issue a stay of execution. 





The Fruitland Park Rape Case 


wey hree negroes went to an old ladie’s house to 
| | rob her. Their names were Robert Shuler, 
| Terry Chatman and Levi Summers. 

The lady was a recluse type who lived all alone. 
She had no running water and toted her drinking 
water from a neighbor’s house, her wash water and 
water for watering flowers from a mud bottom pond 
down hil] several feet below her yard level. 

I had fired Deputy Ledford for conduct unbecom- 
ing an officer. Among other things, through his care- 
lessness, he totalled a patrol car. Deputy Griffin, a 
Ledford Crony, had been repremanded on several 
occasions. 

One day a warrant came over from Volusia 
County on N,E. (Evie) Griffin, Jr. for stealing hogs, I 
arrested Griffin and fired him on the spot. 

Griffin had problems cooperating with several 
other employees, especially Lucius Clark and J.L. 
Yates. 

It was approximately 18 months after the rape 
ease that | fired Griffin. He immediately set out to 
find ways to get even with me for firing him. He 
trumped up charges against Yates and Clark for 
falsifying evidence, namely footprints taken at the 
scene and accused State’s Attorney Gorden Oldham 
and me of knowing about it, Another case, Judge 
Hall accused the people of Lake County of not being 
fair minded enough to act as impartial jurors and 
had the venue changed to Orange County where he 
succeeded in getting Clark and Yates indicted, for 
which they were later cleared. The jury refused the 
request to indict Gordon Oldham and me. 

John MeCormick, Assistant State’s Attorney, who 
later became Circuit Judge; hisson (I don't recall his 
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first name); Joan Toby, Assistant Court Reporter; an 
agent from the Florida Sheriff's Bureau; Deputy 
Yates and I were in the office when the plaster casts 
were brought in. It appeared that there was a fourth 
culprit as there were four different prints, Deputy 
Yates picked up Levi Summers at the house that the 
tracks led to from the scene of the crime and brought 
him to jail. Summers admitted they went down to 
rob the old lady. However, when they started to rape 
her, Summers told them he was having nothing to do 
with that and left the scene. 

Summers told investigators that Robert Shuler 
and Jerry Chatman were the other two. Yates asked 
who the fourth party was and Summers said that 
was all. Yates said, “look for yourself, there are four 
different prints.” Summers replied “one of them had 
two left feets.” They had used some old shoes and 
after the crime, threw them in a elay pit, thinking 
they had covered up their tracks. Sure enough, when 
the deputies, along with John MeCormick and his 
son, found the shoes there were two old left boots. 
This accounted for what happened to the fourth 
culprit. 

The plaster casts were in the jail office in the 
presence of all aforementioned witnesses before the 
shoes were found and matched to them. By this time 
there was no reason to falsify prints as Griffin and 
Ledford accused them of. 

Mr. Jeffcoat of Jeffcoat Dairy and Mr. Thomas 
Hanson, a brother-in-law of J.D. Manley of Manley 
Construction Company of Leesburg, both outstand- 
ing, reputable citizens kept a daily rain gauge chart. 
Both lived near the scene of the crime. They both 
testified that it did not rain the day of the crime and 





Lady Lake, Florida. one week after the Shular, Chatman case. 
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destroyed available prints as stated by Griffin and 
Ledford, along with all withnesses that were at the 
scene. 

However, about three days later, they had over 3 
inches of rain each day, over 15 inches in a week. 
Naturally, the best prints came from the soil spilled 
from the flower pots that banged against the wall 
and a couple of old car tires with mucky soil in the 
rings. A couple of prints were also lifted down in a 
bottom where water drained from both directions 
carrying top soil down an old boom time clay road. 
After the heavy rains it washed the white ball bear- 
ing sand yard clean removing any foreign soil from 
where the prints were taken. Everyone knows it is 
nearly impossible to take good prints from loose ball 
bearing sand so naturally they only lifted the best. 

The heavy rains put water over the highway, State 
Road #441, sodeep it would run up in the floor of the 
cars. They had to raise the floor on a liquor store to 
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get above the high water. They directed traffic across 
the railroad tracks to a higher level through the town 
of Lady Lake until the State Road Department put 
two 10” centrifugal pumps there for several weeks 
pumping water over the hill to Lake Griffin. 

None of these things were taken into consideration 
by Griffin and Ledford when they made the accusa- 
tions against us. 

You can go to any law library in Florida and get 
Law Book #161 Southern Second. Look on page 3, 
Case #32244 - Robert Shuler and Jerry Chatman vs 
State of Florida, it will varify all I have mentioned 
and a lot more. One statement Is to the affect that 
Griffin and Ledford’s statements were not worthy of 
belief, another stated they had been proven to be 
false, signed by Judge Parks, a retired circuit judge 
from Tampa, appointed as commissioner for the 
supreme court along with Supreme Court Judges 
Drew, Thomas, Thornal, O’Connell, Caldwell and 
Dodson. 
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The Tommy Vickers Case 


his is a case where Tommy Vickers got a 
| simple traffic ticket for driving without a 

i valid inspection sticker on his windshield. 

Vickers was given a summons to appear in traffic 
court or post a twenty-five dollar bond by a given 
date. Viekers refused to do either. After the deadline, 
as in all cases, a warrant was issued. The warrant 
was mailed to Dade County, Vicker’s place of resi- 
dence. Vickers resisted arrest with such violence 
that it took five Miami policemen to subdue him. 
Two of them had to go to the emergency ward in the 
local hospital for treatment for inuries sustained in 
the arrest. Shannon Secrease was assigned the task 
of going to Miami to bring Vickers back to Lake 
County for trial, as was usual procedure in all such 
eases. Vickers was handcuffed and placed in the 
expanded metal cage in the rear seat. He gave no 
trouble while being transported to Lake County jail. 

Shortly after being placed in Lake County jail he 
started yelling all kinds of foul words and banging 
the wall in such a manner that he could be heard all 
over the building, It was disrupting the office help. 
This went on and off for several days. 

One morning he was causing such a commotion 
that it was demoralizing the entire prison popula- 
tion, as well as the whole sheriff department staff. I 
went up to the cell where Vickers was confined. | 
found that he had thrown his breakfast on the floor. I 
asked him to hand me his plate. He told me if I 
wanted it tocome in and get it. I instructed the jailer 
to open the door and ordered the two trusties to clean 
up the mess. As they entered the cell, Vickers 
attacked one of them and they hit the floor with 
Vickers on the bottom. The second trusty went to 
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help. In the meantime, Vickers was choking one of 
the trusties. I kicked his arm between the wrist and 
elbow and as I knocked the strangle hold loose, my 
foot went down on his arm. I am sure it bruised his 
arm: I did not kick him in the abdomen as was later 
claimed. 

Judge Hall was a very vindictive person. Anyone 
that did not agree with him all the time was looked 
upon as an enemy by him. 

Very seldom does anyone die in jail; however, as 
anywhere else, it does happen sometimes. Vickers 
did not die in jail, he died in the hospital. 

Sometime before this, I noticed things were not 
going as they should between Judge Hall and myself. 
I took it upon myself to go to Hall’s office and con- 
fronted him with some of our problems, which were 
minor and down right petty in the most part. I 
explained that we should get away from our offices 
someday to a place where we would not be inter- 
rupted and talk things over. I felt that the sheriff and 
the county judge should work in harmony. We owed 
that much to the people. The Judge fully agreed, at 
least that was what he said. After several times, he 
would always agree that it was a wonderful idea, but 
never seemed able to make it. One day when I felt he 
was not so busy, I suggested we go that afternoon. He 
had something else to do. I then suggested we go the 
next day. He had something to do and couldn't go 
that day. After the third try, I just said, “You get 
your calendar out and find the first day you have free 
and let me know and no matter what I have sche 
duled, I will cancel it and we will go.” This made it 
kind of hard to say no to, so we settled on the next 
Thursday. 





We went to my hunting camp. I took two steaks 
and while I was starting the coals, I noticed the fish 
playing in the swimming hole. I suggested he take a 
tackle I had inside and try his luck while I was 
starting the coals. He caught three nice bass. After 
we ate, leven cleaned his fish. His wife and children 
being Catholic, that would be just right since tomor- 
row was Friday that they could have the fish that he 
eaught. So they did. 

As we got into our discussion, all the judge could 
talk about was that every county needed a leader and 
how we could team up and set up a leadership that 
eould control the county. I told him in no uncertain 
terms that I was not interested in a political dynasty 
of any sort. All I wanted was for me to be the best 
sheriff 1 know how to be and for him to be the best 
yudge he knew how to be and for us to stop the petty 
bickering that was creeping upon us. I said we 
should talk things out as they came up and work 
things out and fully cooperate with each other and 
give the people the kind of service they were entitled 
to. This did not mean we had to agree at all times, but 
that if we both tried, this could be accomplished. 
Evidently this was not the route the judge had 
planned. We did not get very far and to cap things 
off, [turned my radioon as we were driving through 
Umatilla (I had the radio turned off so we would not 
be bothered with interruptions). The dispatcher 
«knew how to get in touch if an emergency came up. 

The judge's wife was a cuban gir! and it seems 
there is a custom for the lady to rule the household, 
She jumped down our throats and wanted to know 
where we had been, that she had been trying to get in 
touch with us for two hours. She had made a dinner 
engagement or something with some friends. She 
was going toask the commissioners to take the radios 
eut of the cars if that was all the good they were (bla, 
ola bla). We just got nowhere and would probably 
nave been better off if we had never gone. At least I 
had the satisfaction that J had tried. 

People would come into the judge’s office and get a 
warrant for someone. In a few days they would ask 
me why the warrant had not been served. When | 
would tell them I had not seen a warrant of that 
nature. They would go to the judge who would tell 
them they would have to ask the sheriff. He said he 
pad issued the warrant the day they brought itin. He 
would get busy and get the warrant on the road, 
asually before the complaining person could get 





back to me. This got so ridiculous that I spentsome of 
the tax payer’s money and bought a time stamping 
machine. After that, everytime a paper of any kind 
came in from the judge's office, I had my girls stamp 
it then and there. After we caught him in his misin- 
formed buck passing a couple of times, we did not 
have any more of that, but everytime he got a chance 
to stab me in the back, he would. 

For an example: Circuit Judge Futch had ason in 
the legal profession that had become an alcoholic and 
was on drugs at times. Unfortunately, one of the road 
patrolman placed his son in jail, charged with 
D.W.L., and in the night he saw fit to take his belt and 
hang himself. As was customary, we rounded up a 
jury to view the body and would notify the county 
judge, who was also the county coroner, When he got 
to it the next day, he would conduct and inquest. The 
next morning when the coroner, Judge Hall, found 
out about it he figured this was the time to get the 
sheriff. He called the father and informed him and 
started telling Judge Futch that he suspected some 
sort of a cover-up. He dismissed the jury the sheriff 
had selected and was bringing in a complete new 
one. He was grabbing at a chance to get another 
judge against me. Judge Futch advised him to back 
off the sheriff and told him he would handle it. What 
Judge Hall did not know was that as soon as I learned 
the son was in jail, | informed his father. We talked 
about ita few minutes and the father said, “Well, it is 
too bad and IJ hate it, but he has given his mother and 
I so much trouble lately that I think maybe it would 
be better to let him stay there tonight and sober up. 
He is already there now and I will see you the first 
thing in the morning.” This is one of the many things 
that backfired on Judge Hall. 

If l had walked in the courtroom while court was 
in session, Judge Hall would stop the proceedings 
and call me to the bench and lean over and whisper 
something in my ear that didn’t amount to anything. 
Then the first change he got he would tell one of the 
lawyers or someone else, “I don’t know what is wrong 
with the sheriff, I do everything I can to try to get 
along with Willis and he will not cooperate. Just for 
that reason I quit going in the courtroom when Hall 
was there unless it was necessary. 

Onee when Attorney Mills had been appointed 
circuit judge, Judge Hall called me over to his office. 
When I got there he wanted to introduce me to the 
new circuit judge, This was the only time Hall ever 


intimated that he had ever said anything derogatory 
about me In my presence. Evidently he had said 
something that made him feel he had to say some- 
thing to justify it. He said, “I was just telling Judge 
Mills that even though you and I had our little differ- 
ences, that I think Malcolm (my son) is one of the 
finest young men | know.” [ replied, “well Judge, if 
you called me over here for an argument, you will 
have to change the subject, because I am going to 
agree with you on this one.” Ifhe had stopped at that, 
that would have been all there was to it. However, 
now and then he would mention it again, and finally I 
felt it had gone far enough. I said, “Troy, I know your 
father quite weil and always had a very high regard 
for him. It isa shame he didn't have the same success 
raising a boy that I did.” That part of the conversa- 
tion, after a couple of hard swallows and a hesitation, 
came toa screeching halt. Judge Mills got a kick out 
of telling this story to others, I have been told. I have 
told you this story that you might understand the 
following. There are many other things - too many to 
mention. This will give you the picture. 

Now, getting back to the Vicker’s case. 

A couple of days later I took the third vacation I 
had taken in all seven terms in office. I went to see 
my brother who was stationed in Hawaii. He was a 
colonel in the Air Force. 

While I was away, Vickers got so unruly that it 
beeame necessary to put him in the Creech Tank, as 
it was named (after the inventor). Mr. Creech was 
inspector in charge of all Florida State Prisons and 
Jails, It was made to take the place of the old padded 
cells that were used in all jails atone time. They were 
very unsanitary because when an unruly person, 
whether drunk or insane vomited, urinated in it or 
whatever, the smell could never be completely 
cleared up. The Creech Tank was a great improve- 
ment over the old ones. It was a real thin, flexible, 
stainless steel lining with astainless steel bottom and 
a drain all around the bottom. It had provisions to aid 
person to get food, water and to relieve themselves or 
whatever, The tank was equipped with a steam hose 
to clean and sterilize the entire tank anytime it 
needed it. 

| have always contended that a person that was 
really incompetent or ill in any way should not be in 
jail but in a security ward in a hospital. Since there 
was none at this time, the sheriff had no alternative 
but to keep such people and provide for them the best 


he could. A couple of days later, Vickers became so 
violent he was beating his head and fists against the 
walls. It became necessary to put him in the Creech 
Tank where it was impossible to get bruised. The 
sophisticated engineering put into building the soft 
flexible walls was the most modern thing at that 
time. When it became apparent that he had become 
ill, he was removed to the Waterman Hospital in 
Eustis. A couple days later he died. 

There was an autopsy performed by Dr, Shultze of 
Leesburg. His findings were that Vickers died of 
peratonitis. The inquest jury findings were peratoni- 
tis period. Judge Hall, who was circuit judge at that 
time, took it upon himself to bypass the state’s attor- 
ney and put pressure on Dr. Shultze, who was a 
young newcomer and who was practicing pathology, 
and prevailed upon him to change his findings that 
Vicker’s cause of death was peratonitis caused by a 
blow on the abdomen. 

Judge Hall had heard of the difficulty we had at 
the jail with Vickers. Hall jumped at the chance to 
prevail upon three trusties who were present during 
our confrontation with Vickers. Upon the promise of 
an early release. he told them if they would testifv 
that when I kicked Vicker’s arm, that had astrangle 
hold on one of them, that I kicked him in the 
abdomen. According to one of the Huffman brother's 
later statement, one of the trusties, Willis June, 
changed his story so many times that his testimony 
was not worthy of consideration. One of the other 
witnesses admitted at the trial under cross examina- 
tion that he would lie to help his brother. Both broth- 
ers were convicted felons and were the state's main 
witnesses. This added to many other discrepancies. 
After Judge Hall lined up the witnesses, he called in 
Judge Huffstetler. He held the newly second county 
judge’s position that was created, and with prevail- 
ing pressure convinced him to recall the inquest jury 
back into session. The jury was instructed that the 
new evidence should recommend that I be prose- 
euted for murder. However, the jury, taking into 
consideration the many fights Vickers put up with 
several people, that if in fact, a blow could have been 
the cause of Vickers death, it could have been any one 
of many persons. After, under instructions and with 
careful consideration, they decided to comply. How- 
ever, they refused to name anyone as causing the 
death. They found that Vickers died of peratinitus 
caused by a blow in the abdomen administered by 





person or persons unknown. The jury had no other 
choice since the coroner stated that after further 
consideration he had come to the conclusion that 
Vickers’ peratinitus was caused by a blow to the 
abdomen. Their reason for not naming any individ- 
ual was the fact that almost everyone that came in 
contact with Vickers had trouble subduing him. It 
took five officers to arrest him in Miami, two of 
which had to go to the emergency ward for treat- 
ment for injuries sustained during the scuffle. When 
Vickers was taken to the hospital in Eustis, it took 
three men to hold him on the stretcher, even though 
he was secured with straps, After arriving at the 
hospital, Vickers not only bit one of the hospital aids 
but he bit achunk out of the calf of his lef as big as the 
end of ones thumb, while the man was assisting in 
transporting him from the ambulance into the 
hospital. 

After the inquest, the word got out that Judge Hall 
was going to have the case investigated by the grand 
jury, and he had stated that I was the primesuspect. 
At this, I felt that I needed to consult an attorney. I 
contacted alawyer, Cris Ford, who had been here for 
a short time. My observation of his conduct in court 
was that he was very competent, so I decided to use 
him to defend me in this case, should I happen to be 
indicted. 

[engaged him on Friday. The following Monday I 
went tomy attorney and told him I wanted him to go 
with me to Judge Hall's office and have him disquali- 
fied from any further custody in anything pertaining 
to me in any way. My attorney said he could not go 
before two o'clock. He suggested we go over and 
request the judge withdraw, that he was sure there 
would be no problem. He felt sure he would willingly 
eomply. I said no doubt he would when confronted 
with the evidence I had in my posession to prove him 
to be prejudiced, and his previous attempts to frame 
me. He tried to persuade me to first ask the judge to 
withdraw voluntarily. I informed him that would be 
playing into the enemy hands, “hell no.” 

| felt it necessary to disqualify him, This was acase 
of a young attorney just getting started in this court. 
He did not want to do anything that would be dis- 
pleasing to a vindictive judge he had to practice 
before, 

What did he do? He advised the judge in advance 
what he had in mind. Now guess what happened. 
The judge advised the governor’s office, they hur- 
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riedly drew up a petition to Judge Hall tochange the 
venue to the Orlando grand jury in Orange County, 
and put their attorney on an airplane and sent him to 
the Leesburg Airport. He was picked up and brought 
to Judge Hall’s office with the petition where the 
judge was waiting to sign it. When two o'clock came 
the order was already signed and was out of Hall’s 
jurisdiction. 

At this point I engaged a different attorney from 
Orlando, Hubert Williams, to represent me. Judge 
Hall made a statement to the press that he did not 
feel that I could get an impartial grand jury in Lake 
County, trying to justify his action. I replied to the 
press that I would hate to think that the citizens of 
Lake County were of the type that they could not 
render a fair and just verdict. 

When this statement hit the press, Hall was more 
careful as to his release after that. I felt that Hubert 
Williams did not have to practice law in Lake County 
and was not afraid to confront Judge Troy Hall. | 
believe that had the jury been selected in Lake 
County where the facts were better known, and the 
reason for the politically motivated, trumped-up 
charges brought against me, the chances of an 
indictment would have been vague. 

The lawyer Savage in Leesburg, who was Gover- 
nor Askew’s patronage man in Lake County had a 
political grudge against me because I did not sup- 
port him in his race for county commissioner of Lake 
County, jumped at the chance to get even with me for 
failing to support him in his quest for commissioner, 
while at the same time, laying a feather bed in the 
court he most used in his legal practice. 

Hall knew these facts were generally known here. 
With all this, I am sure a Lake County jury, with 
substantial evidence, would have rendered an in- 
dictment against anyone regardless of who they 
were or their political standing. Now, with the inves- 
tigation in the hands of Orange County’s State’s 
Attorney Egan, and pressure from the governor and 
a circuit judge, he was inclined to believe them or 
didn't want to make them unhappy with him. He 
was successful in getting a true bill of three counts: 
murder in the second degree, aggravated assault, 
and simple assault, hoping to get me on at least one. 
Any one would have been enough to satisfy them. 

What they were after was to get rid of me, some- 
thing they had not been able to do through seven 
elections and eighteen opponents. This would have 





given Egan achance to makea big name for himself. 
Aside from competent witnesses of high character, 
rebutting the prejudiced witnesses testifying under 
pressure and the failure of the state to produce suffi- 
cient evidence to convince the jury, I was found not 
guilty by a Marion County jury in Ocala. 

One of the highlights in the case was Milton Hal- 
pin, a world renowned pathologist from New York, 
who had performed 20 to 25,000 autopsies and 
assisted in 80,000 more in 41 years, Dr. Halpin went 
to Georgia where Vickers was buried armed with a 
court order to have the body exumed and with the 
assistance of an old, long-time associate, Dr. Thomas 
Hegert, then practicing in Texas, they ran a com- 
plete autopsy on the body. 

There have been many biased articles by the ultra 
liberal press stating I kicked Vickers to death. This 
appeared in a recent rehash by a reporter whom, it 
seems, had rather print a sensational story than to 
accept the facts. In this same article, he stated that 
Dr. Milton Halpin said that Vickers could have got- 
ten the blow from any number of scuffles he had with 
various officers, 

The fact is, and the records will varify, that Dr. 
Halpin testified that had the peratinitus come from a 
blow to the abdomen with sufficient force to cause 
peratinitis, there would have been a bruise on the 
belly lining, and there was definately no such bruise. 
When cross examined, the doctor was asked if pera- 
tinitis could be caused by such a blow: his reply was 
yes, but in this case it definately did not. Also, Drs. 
Halpin and William Sturner, who had performed 
many thousands of autopsies in New York City, Chi- 
eago, and Texas, discovered that Vickers had his 
appendix removed. Dr. Schultz, who had made the 
initial autopsy, found Vickers died with peratinitis 
period, and under pressure returned before the 
inquest jury that was recalled for that purpose, 
changed his findings that it was caused by a blow to 
the abdomen. He was surprised to hear that Vickers 
had his appendix removed and there was a promi- 
nant sear on the outer layer of the belly section that 
was readily noticeable, Please tell me how a compe- 
tent doctor with a degree in Pathology could overlook 
such ascar if he made a thorough inspection in order 
to determine the cause of death? Also, why didn’t the 
newspaper reporter look at or listen to the facts 
before making such an irresponsible remark? 

Dr. Halpin had stacked up more autopsies than 


any other Pathologist in the entire world. He had 
written text books on Pathology that are being used 
in medical universities all over the U.S.A. and most 
foreign countries in the teaching of Pathology. Dr. 
Shultz admitted to my attorney, Hubert Williams, 
upon cross examination that he had studied from the 
books, one of which my attorney held in his hand, and 
that he regarded Dr. Halpin as the foremost author- 
ity on Pathology. He also admitted that if he and Dr, 
Halpin differed on a subject, he would have to accept 
the doctor’s decision. After all, who is Dr. Schultz to 
dispute Dr, Halpin, considered one of - if not the most 
- knowedgable Doetors on Pathology? 

At this point, my attorney Hubert Williams 
handed the textbook back to Dr, Shultz and thanked 
him for lending the book to him. 

The Huffman brothers, Jackie and Bobby did not 
rehearse their testimony, or forgot what they were 
supposed to say. You know it is hard to repeat a lie 
correctly under cross examination. One testified that 
I kicked Vickers several times, all in the abdomen. 
The other stated that I only kicked him twice, once in 
the abdomen and once in the back between the 
shoulders. Both admitted they had lied at the pre- 
vious hearings. 

The Huffman’s petitioned the court for sentence 
reductions they claimed Judge Hall had promised. 
The motion was denied. The Huffman brothers 
claimed because they got messed up in their testi- 
mony and since Hall wasastaunch political enemy of 
Sheriff MeCall, Hall had welched on his promise. 
The motion was denied. 

Willis June, a colored prisoner with several pre- 
vious convictions, was a witness. They had counted so 
strong on him that they put him up in a plush motel 
and furnished him money for expenses, plus some for 
little extras. He proceeded to pitch a drunken party 
and did considerable malicious damage to the motel 
and was asked to leave. I don’t recall if I ever heard 
who, if anyone, ever paid for the damages. June's 
testimony was so mixed that there was no credibility 
in any of it. Neither the state nor the defense would 
vouch for him as a dependable witness. 

Gordon Savage, the attorney from Leesburg who 
was Governor Askew’s patronage man in Lake 
County, denied any knowledge of a meeting at the 
Methodist Church in Leesburg where he is a mem- 
ber. It was later brought out that he, in fact, was 
there and was in on the general discussion with the 

















governor and other witnesses and in fact he was 
instrumental] In calling the governor. 

On April fourteenth, the next day after my en- 
counter, Vickers’ behavior was such that I decided 
that he needed mental treatment. I signed a petition 
with the court requesting a lunacy hearing. ] went to 
Hawaii to visit my brother. Had this petition gone 
through as it should have, Vickers would have been 
placed in a mental hospital before all this came up. 
But, as the usual practice, the court was late in 
issuing the order, This was certainly no fault of mine. 
I called the clerk’s attention to the fact that this 
petition needed immediate attention. With reference 
to the statement they accused me of making, that 
Negro ain't crazy. 

| did not tell the trusties to grab him at this time, I 
told them to go in and clean up the mess. Vickers 
refused my request to hand the plate to me and told 
me if I wanted it, to come in and get it. As the two 
Huffman brothers went into the cell to clean up the 
food, plate and eating ware, Vickers jumped at one of 
them, This is when I said grab him, and the other one 
went to his brother's rescue. In the scuffle, they all 
went down to the floor. One on the bottom with 
Vickers back in his belly, the other on top. Vickers 
was choking the one on top. I kicked his arm and 
pressed it to the floor. At this, he released the Huff- 
man brothers and got upon his hands and knees and 
charged, making a roaring noise. As he approached, 
I popped him twice with my open hand on the nape of 
the neck. He looked up at me and shook his head. I 
ordered him to go over to the bench and sit down and 
behave himself before someone got hurt. At this 
point, he went over and sat down as calm as could be. 
This is when I said “That damn Nigger ain't as crazy 
as he would have you believe.” I was critized for 
making this remark. I have not denied it, because I 
did. Under the cireurnmstances, one will likely say 
things of this nature. I can’t say lam proud of doing 
it. but | have no apologies for having done so. I did tel! 
the two trusties to escort Vickers to the bench, which 
they did with no resistance from Vickers. This is 
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when he calmed down. 

I was tried on the grand jury indietment in Ocala, 
Marion County starting August fifteenth, nineteen 
hundred seventy-two. 

I was criticized for working crossword puzzles, 
smiling at my wife and friends in the audience occa- 
sionally, and seribbling notes to my attorney at 
times, which I did. With the confidence | had in the 
system, I never once felt I would be convicted. They 
even said that I read my horoscope at times (this I 
don't believe, as I never read this section and don’t 
believe in it). 

After a long, hard week the trial was over and 
justice had been done, Thejury found me “not guilty” 
on all counts. 

All this occurred during the prime time I should 
have been campaigning for re-election. With the 
greatest influx of newcomers in history, mostly 
republicans or those who only knew what they read 
in the newspaper, I was defeated in my quest for 
re-election for an eighth term. A vast majority of the 
regular citizens who knew the facts voted for me. 
There just was not enough to overcome the straight 
republican vote and newcomers along with political 
enemies that one is bound to accumulate over the 
years. 

I had built my new house on the Lake, where! was 
born, to retire in, and was toying with the idea of not 
running for another term. 

It cost $35,000 which was a lot more then than now 
to defend my case, It didn’t cost me one penny. The 
good people of Lake County took up a collection and 
paid every cent of it without any solicitation from me. 
This prompted me to try for one more, which would 
have been the last, 

For the past 15 years I have been happily retired 
and am enjoying life and have made more money 
dabbling in real estate than I made the entire 28 
years’ salary with the county. Thank God for all these 
fine people that believed in me and did so much for 
me, 





An Open Letterto Mr. Robert Eagan 


Dear "r. Lagan: 


You racently said that the trial of Sheriff Willis V. 
McCall should be moved from Lake County beacause the 
people of Lake County fear Willis V. "cCall due to what 
you allege to be a raputation for “violence”. These 
factors, you a@lleq9, would make it impossible to choose 
a jury which would return a fair and impartial verdict. 


ow, *r. Eaaen, I would sugq3ast that in your esnegrness 
you undouhtedly act things @ little confused. I think 
the facts oronsably go more liko this: 


Sillis "cCall deas hav2z a reouteation in Lake County -- 

3 reoqutation for fairness and a raputatian for anforcing | 
the law. As for Fear and feir verdicts, if thara is any 

fear it is fear on your part that a fair verdict will be 

hrought, Willis “cCall will be acquitted, and you will 

miss your chance to be attorney genaral. 


Frankly, 3 a third-ganeration Lake Countian, | would 
just as soon see you and your once-pooular friend in 
fallahass2a go way out in West Florida and haunt someone 
else's countty. lara are orecious few counties left in 
Florida where there area ansugh of us mossy-horned, long- 
manad, died-in-the-wool consarvatives left who have guts 
‘nough to run our county ourselves and insist on folks 
obaying the law. We believe in facts, not trial by 
political maneuver and charecter assassination. 


In closing, ™r. Eagan, I would like to point out that 
your comments must be takan 3s @ personal insult to my 
nan>eod and courags, since I em a resident of the great 
county of Laks. Please be advised, "r. Eagan, that I, 
baing a good cracker bay, am nat afraid of anything 
that walks or slithars excapt a women scorned and s 
socislist state. 


Sinceraly, 


(wer W. Conner III 
Lake Jan 


98 








14 


Conclusion 


ow that I have covered the most outstand- 
ing cases of my career and backed them up 
with documentation, I hope this will offset 
the many articles stated by some biased, irresponsi- 
ble person, filled with heresays, inuendos, and out- 
right lies, and printed for the public to read as facts, 
and the many other events, too numerous to write 
about. I hope now that you have read this book with 
the documentation, you realize that the original force 
behind my troubles were caused by the communist 
influence, which of course, were joined by the natu- 
ral run of political enemies, along with irresponsible 
news reporters looking to make a name for him or 
herself, They would print anything they were told or 
read without thoroughly checking to verify if it were 
true or false. 

I have many more incidents, some true, many not 





true in my archives. I have, for the sake of not being 
too lengthy and boring, only printed the ones that 
were the most publicized and the most critical. 

I feel very successful in keeping office for 28 years 
with all the odds aforementioned against me. I have 
no qualms about this last election. I feel anyone in 
office for 28 years can expect, sooner or later, that 
someone will get more votes and you are out. 

They couldn’t do it in an honest election and 
trumped-up these false charges at an opportune 
time. This is the one part I don’t like about the whole 
thing. 

As you have read, besides the most publicized 
events, I added a few human interest things that 
occurred along the line. I have only scratched the 
surface, 


This bribery offer omitted by error 


A man from Mount Dora named D. C, Clements called me to make an appointment to talk 

to me. He had a friend who wanted to set up a big moonshine still here in Lake County. No 
sales would be made locally. All spirits would be transported to a location to be bottled and 
labeled and sold to the migratory labor in Dade, Palm Beach, and Okeechobee counties. The 
truck driver would come to Orlando and one of their men would bring the truck here and load 
it up and deliver it back to them in Orlando, so the driver wouldn't know where the still was 
located. 


I asked why he had come to me and his answer was they wanted a little protection, I replied 
"T can give them plenty of that as I have one of the best jails in the State". Mr. Clements said 
I told them that is about what he will say. I hope you aren't mad at me but they put so much 

pressure on me and there is so much money involved, I just had to take a chance. I asked how 
much is invoived and re replied there is $1,000.00 per week for you. I replied that is a lot of 
money and to give me a couple of days to think it over and get back in touch with me. 


In the meantime I began to line things up. I could not tell Judge Hall as I was afraid he would 
mess things up. I was also afraid to trust Governor Collins as he was too friendly with some of 
my political enemies. I got in touch with Reaves Bowen, Assistant Attorney General who was 
in Tallahassee, and told him I was going to take the bribe, Mr. Bowen advised me how to pro- 
ceed without getting into an entrapment. 


I then contacted Gordon Oldham, our States Attorney and briefed him and got legal advice 
from him also. I only contacted people that | knew I could trust. I contacted two Federal 
Alcoholic Tax Agents, and two State Beverage Agents. I also contacted two Deputy Sheriffs 
and my son Malcolm, Every one had instructions not to tell a soul. I knew Al Palmer, an 
Orlando Sentinel reporter I knew could be trusted, Clements informed me that a fellow named 
Harold Griswald would contact me. We agreed to meet in my office. Harold said that to prove 
they were not horsing around with me that they had sent $500.00. About a week later he re- 
appeared with the same deal, On both occasions Harold said "You know I am suffering with 

the shorts and wondered if you would let him keep $150.00?" To refrain from making any 
suggestions that would tend to lead to an entrapment, I agreed, This made $700.00 good faith 
money. What he didn't know was that the above named agents and two Deputies were in another 
room taping all that was said. 


We made a steak dinner date to talk things over. They made the mistake of letting me select 

the place, I knew Mr. Cubbage, owner of the Lake Shore Acres restaurant and Motel, a trust- 
worthy and honorable man. I arranged for him to furnish a table near a room in the motel. I 

had our table bugged and the affore mentioned agents and deputies along with Al Palmer, Orlando 
Sentinel reporter was hearing and taping the entire conversation. When I gave the signal, the 
deputies and agents along with Al Palmer came in and we arrested the bribers on the spot. While 
we were eating they offered me another $1,000.00 per week for Bolito consession. I jokingly told 
them they were getting too close to my price and I had to arrest them before it went any further. 


Clements turned states witness and got a withheld sentence. Griswald received a four year term 
to run concurrent with an eleven year term he was serving in North Carolina on charges of vehicle 
theft in connection with a tobbaco warehouse robbery. The third fellow was cleared for lack of 
evidence to positively connect him with the ring, 


I would like to pay tribute to the wonderful staff of Deputies that played such a large part in 
the foregoing proceedings. 


